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MINUTES OF THE FAIRFIELD 
BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MAY 14, 2014 
2nd FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 
SULLIVAN INDEPENDENCE HALL 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Alyssa Israel, Chair; Andrew Graceffa, Clifford Myers, Meg Capodanno, 
Betsy Gardner, Jack Franzen 
 
ABSENT: Kirstin Etela, Katina Wolfe, Larry Ogren 
 
ADVISORS PRESENT: Cristin McCarthy Vahey, Sarah Levy, Bill Pollack, Bob Tota 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 5:10 p.m. by Alyssa Israel, Chair (after the 
Police Commission approved the Pequot Avenue Bike Route subject to assurance from the Town 
Attorney that it would not increase liability for the Town).  
 
II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:  The April 9, 2014 minutes were approved unanimously (Clif 
Meyers, moved, Meg Capodanno seconded) with correction of typos and the addition of a few words 
about the presentation by Adam Goodman who had spoken about connectivity between the Devil’s Den 
and Trout Brook tracts. 
 
III. DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF THE REVISED COMMITTEE CHARGE:  To address 
concerns about continuity within the Committee, staggered terms will be proposed, as follows:  two 
years (three members), three years (three members) and four years (three members).   Motion to accept 
the proposed Revised Committee Charge by Betsy Gardner, seconded by Andy Graceffa. Passed 
unanimously. 
 
IV. BOS AND TPZ HEARINGS:  Alyssa Israel moved, and Andy Graceffa seconded, that the 
committee should provide to members of TPZ two weeks in advance of their meeting the STRTS guide 
on Sidewalks (from saferoutesinfo.org) as background information as well as photos taken of people on 
sidewalks in Fairfield.  Passed unanimously.  
 
V. DERO BIKE RACK UPDATE:  Sarah Levy was able to purchase four DERO bike racks with the 
powdered coating for weather durability for the original price quotation of $407 each. 
 
VI. MARK FENTON EVENT: 
The video of Mark Fenton’s excellent presentation is on FairTV, the Health Department website and on 
the Health Department’s Facebook page.  It would be desirable to get it onto the school system’s 
website.  The take-away message from Mark Fenton’s presentation is that education and encouragement 
are not enough.  What works is environmental change (as opposed to giving out t-shirts and water 



bottles) and that we should “do the hard things.” 
 
A few of Mark’s recommendations included modifying highways from two lanes in each direction to 
one lane in each direction with a turning lane in the middle; building second stories on commercial 
buildings for apartments and having grass all around (rather than “boxes” surrounded by parking lots); 
creating “parklets” or placing bike racks on streets in areas where parking is already prohibited; and 
delaying for five minutes the release from school of children who are being picked up by private 
vehicles. 
 
VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
AAA of Southern New England now offers roadside service for bicyclists! 
 
Sarah Levy will retire from the Health Department at the end of June.  We thank her for the many things 
she has done to make Fairfield a healthier and more bicycle and pedestrian-friendly place. 
 
Betsy moved to adjourn the meeting; Andy seconded.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
B
 
 

etsy Gardner 


