
BURR GARDENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Thursday, March 28, 2019 
Sullivan Independence Hall, 9:00 a.m. 

First Floor Conference Room 
 
 
 

Call to Order 
Presiding Chairman Robert Twardzik called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.   
 
Present 
Robert Twardzik, Tara Backe, Laura Fasano, and Karen Winget.  
 
Absent 
Lisa Callahan and Ellen Gould.  Ex Officio members not in attendance were Michael Jehle, 
Director of the Fairfield Museum and History Center, and Jeff Minder, Town of Fairfield 
Tree Warden. 
 
Approval of February 2019 Minutes 
Ms. Fasano moved that the minutes of the February 21st meeting be approved as written, 
seconded by Ms. Winget and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Mr. Twardzik reported that he is focused on coordination for the film event and will reach 
out to The First Selectman to personally invite him to attend. 
 
Committee Reports 

a.   Grounds   
Nothing to report. 

 
b.   Master Plan Revisions 

Mr. Twardzik reported that the Master Plan revisions are not yet complete but he 
is working with Lisa Barton to finalize them as soon as possible.  After the 
Committee finalizes revisions, the plan will be reviewed with Mr. Minder, Mr. Jehle 
and the Board of Selectmen.  Mr. Twardzik proposed that a brochure for the Burr 
Gardens could be developed to include a drawing of the property’s landscape map. 
 

c.   Public Relations/Marketing 
Ms. Winget reported on the status of plans for the April 24th fundraising event and 
film screening: ‘The Life and Gardens of Beatrix Farrand.’  A report was distributed 
detailing all parties that have been contacted to promote the event and /or to 
solicit donations and sponsorships.  Commitments to date include one Media (in 
kind) Sponsor, two Reception Sponsors at the $500 level and one Friend Sponsor 
at the $250 level.  Five other entities have donated raffle prizes and more will be 
solicited.  Flyers promoting the event have been posted at 18 community locations 
and additional locations will be added.  The event will also be included in Town of 
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Fairfield e-blasts beginning next week.  Ms. Winget handed out copies of letters 
that can be used by other committee members to help solicit additional sponsors 
and donations.  It was agreed that each committee member should reach out 
to friends to promote more community interest and awareness. Ms. Winget 
also reported that equipment needed to show the film will have to be rented at a 
cost of $525.   

 
Mr. Twardzik will draft an introduction for the event and BGAC members will 
provide comments/changes.  He also reported that Ellen Gould has offered to 
donate a case of Perrier for the reception.  Ms. Fasano reported that Jeanne Moye 
has offered to help with food and décor for the reception. 
 
It was decided that raffle tickets will be sold at the check-in table for $5 each or 5 
for $20.  Tara Backe will research how to process credit cards for this 
purpose and will look into options for a donation envelope that may be used 
at the event. 

  
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
Mr. Twardzik relayed an idea that was proposed by Ellen Gould to seek Fairfielder’s 
“Memories of the Burr” and post the stories on the BGAC town web page.   
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Backe made a motion for the meeting to be 
adjourned, seconded by Ms. Fasano and unanimously approved at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Tara Backe 
Secretary 


