
 
BURR GARDENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Monday, April 9, 2018 

Sullivan Independence Hall, 10:00 a.m. 
First Floor Conference Room 

 
 
 

Call to Order 
Presiding Chairman Laura Fasano called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.   
 
Present 
Committee Members: Laura Fasano, Robert Twardzik, Jennifer Downing, Ellen Gould and 
Tara Backe.   Guests: Kathleen Griffin, Office of the First Selectman, Leslie Parmiter, 
Manager, Burr Mansion and Fiona Andren, Fairfield resident. 
 
Absent 
Committee Members: Lisa Callahan.  Ex Officio members: Michael Jehle, Director of the 
Fairfield Museum and History Center, and Jeff Minder, Town of Fairfield Tree Warden. 
 
Approval of March 2018 Minutes 
Tara Backe moved that the minutes of the March 9, 2018, meeting be approved as written, 
seconded by Jennifer Downing and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Laura Fasano thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and welcomed Fiona Andren, a 
member of the public in attendance, Kathleen Griffin, Office of the First Selectman, and 
Leslie Parmiter, Manager of the Burr Mansion.   
 
Ms. Fasano relayed that the Fairfield Probate Judge Daniel Caruso passed away recently 
and the BGAC had been approached about the possibility of accepting funds raised by 
friends of Judge Caruso to be donated to plant a memorial tree in the Burr Gardens.  The 
donors requested the tree be planted outside the probate office window where Judge 
Caruso worked.  Ms. Fasano met with Jeff Minder and Mary Hogue (Chair, Fairfield Forestry 
Committee) and collectively suggested a Weeping Hornbeam as the tree to be planted.  It 
was proposed the tree be planted in between the excedra and the parking lot, on Arbor 
Day, April 27th, with the local press invited.  Kathleen Griffin explained the funds would be 
donated through the Town c/o the BGAC and thus tax deductible for the donors.  
Discussion followed and concerns were raised regarding the appropriateness of the tree 
and its placement in relation to the Master Plan.  It was noted that the Master Plan was 
developed in 1996 and did not accurately reflect the current state of the Burr Gardens.  
Additional discussion included the possibility of reaching out to the local community for 
donors who might be interested in honoring Judge Caruso’s memory to fund the 
establishment of a formal memorial garden in the area behind the excedra.  It was decided 
that Tara Backe will draft talking points that could be distributed to the public for 
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the purpose of soliciting donations in Judge Caruso’s memory to fund the 
establishment a formal memorial garden. 
 
Committee Reports 

a. Grounds 
Mr. Twardzik reported that the concrete bollards edging the Burr driveway would 
be stained when the weather warms up in May.  
 

b. Public Relations 
Nothing to Report 

 
c. Website 

Nothing to Report 
 

d. Fountain 
Nothing to Report. 

 
Old Business 
Further action is needed to address the following as discussed at the March meeting: 
 

(1) Ms. Parmiter relayed that at the current time Mr. Jehle is not in favor of charging 
Burr Mansion rentals an additional fee that would specifically benefit the Burr 
Gardens.  
 

(2) Ms. Fasano requested Ms. Parmiter provide the BGAC with a copy of the 
calendar of events currently booked at the Burr Mansion for planning 
purposes.   
 

(3) Ms. Fasano will follow-up with Kevin Fox on the annual Spring clean-up of the 
Burr Gardens and placement, color and plant options for annuals. 

 
New Business 
Nothing to report 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to discuss, Laura Fasano made a motion for the meeting to 
be adjourned, seconded by Ellen Gould and unanimously approved at 12:06 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Tara Backe 


