
Thursday November 18, 2021

MEETING MINUTES

Recorded @ http://fairfieldct.org/meetingrecordings

Meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Chairman Sarah Roy

Committee Members Present: Mike Allen, Scott Craighead, Laura OBrien, Nate Rex, Sarah Roy,
and Karen Secrist.

Committee Members Not Present:  Bruce Prangley and Richard Soldano.

Others Present: Bill Hurley, Fairfield Town Engineer; Emma Sharp, Health Department; Evan
Kaesmann, Police Department Sergeant; Robert Ryffel, Fairfield resident; Jeff Crean, potential
committee member.

Motion made by Mike Allen to approve the minutes from the October 21, 2021, meeting which
was approved unanimously.

1. Moments of Inspiration.
a. Sarah Roy started the meeting with an inspirational quote.

2. Laura OBrien recognition of service
a. Sarah thanked Laura OBrien for the accomplishments she has made in her two terms

with the Bike/Ped Committee and for the Town of Fairfield.
b. Laura thanked the members for the experience of working on the Bike/Ped Committee.

3. Town of Fairfield Updates
a. Police Department Update.

i. Evan Kaesmann updated the committee on the installation of a new crosswalk on Reef
Road (around Lind Street) and discussed the signage to be used considering the new
pedestrian law in Connecticut.

ii. Following up from October’s meeting, Evan reviewed the criteria for establishing a
“Pedestrian Safety Zone” and discussed how designation may be utilized in the Town
of Fairfield.
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b. Health Department Update.
i. Emma Sharp discussed the discontinuance of the Town of Fairfield’s bike share

program and status of donating the remaining ten bikes to local entities (e.g., hotels or
universities).

ii. Sarah brought samples of the wrist bands, for nighttime walking, purchased through
the Health Department budget and given out at public events.

c. Town Engineering Update.
i. Bill Hurley updated the committee on signage that the DPW is installing at the I-95

Northbound on-ramp from Mill Plain Road, in advance of the World Remembrance Day
event. Pavement markings for the crosswalk is under review with the State of CT.

ii. Bill further discussed the overall effort and timing to update road signage to comply
with CT’s new pedestrian safety regulations. Evan confirmed that signage to be
installed at the new crosswalk on Reef Road will comply with CT’s new pedestrian
safety regulations.

iii. Bill will provide information to committee on multiple grants that he is working on,
including proposals for Pequot Avenue and the Old Post Road.

iv. Bill will provide further clarification on areas in the Town of Fairfield that might meet the
criteria for “Pedestrian Safety Zones” in a subsequent Bike/Ped Committee meeting.

d. Forestry & Fairfield Sustainable Task Force.
i. Sarah provided an update, in Mary Hogue’s absence, on the task force’s work

including the following items:
1. The Sustainable task force’s efforts to promote the upcoming World Remembrance

Day.
2. The Sustainable task force was awarded a certification allowing them to apply for

grants up to $15,000 per project.
3. Provided reviews on the Bike/Ped Committee work and requested that the results

of the Bike/Ped committee’s work be captured in the Sustainable task force’s
worksheet; and

4. The status of the Forestry task force’s evaluation of trees planted in the Town of
Fairfield since 2017, in conjunction with the computer science department of SHU,
to ensure that the most appropriate trees are planted in each location in the future.

5. The push by the Forestry task force’s “To Be a Pollinator” program and recent
projects. Further information available on the program’s website.

4. Committee Updates/New Business –.
a. Sarah discussed the Bike/Ped Committee roles (Vice Chair, Secretary, and Financial

Reporting) to be filled for the coming year and asked for committee members to
volunteer. Elections will be discussed further in the December meeting.

b. World Remembrance Day Event Update – Scheduled for November 21, 2021.
i. Sarah provided an update on the final preparation for the event, along with Mike

Allen’s review of the distribution of the press release to media outlets.
ii. Sarah thanked volunteers who came to paint shoes on Sunday and asked for

volunteers to help with setup activities on the day of the event.
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iii. Evan discussed the Police Department’s role during the event.

c. “Share the Road” sign research.
i. Scott Craighead updated the members on his research since the October meeting and

outstanding follow-up items, including research on studies analyzing effectiveness of
signage and to understand the process for installing or updating signage in specific
locations around the Town of Fairfield.

ii. Bill provided a high-level overview of the process (and funding) for requesting new or
updated signage/paving markings/signals and approval process by the Police
Commission who are the ultimate authority on traffic safety-related requests. Bill also
discussed the role of the Engineering, DPW and Traffic departments in the review of
these requests.

iii. Committee members discussed potential locations for updated “Shared the Road”
signage and Evan discussed an approach for updating current signage. Sarah
requested that a first step is to compile a list of the existing signs around the Town of
Fairfield.

iv. Scott asked that Bike/Ped Committee members contact him about the locations of any
“Share the Road” signage in town that they see to allow him to organize a list and
discuss further with Bill and other Town of Fairfield members. Please either send
locations to Scott via text (using 646 620 9036) or via email (using
scraighd@optonline.net).

d. New proposed Greenfield Hill Bike Route discussion.
i. Nate Rex reviewed the proposed bike route and opened discussion to the committee

members for comment.
ii. Sarah discussed next steps to submit the route for approval by the Police Commission

and asked Nate to start completing the necessary forms, tighten up the backup
material, and be prepared to discuss further in the Bike/Ped Committee’s December
meeting.

e. Charter/Ordinance research.
i. With Richard Soldano’s absence, Sarah tabled the topic for discussion in the Bike/Ped

Committee meeting in December.

f. Chair Updates.
i. Sarah updated the members on her external activities, including the timing for external

speakers to participate in future Bike/Ped Committee meetings to discuss other
community’s activities around road safety and partnership opportunities, and her
presentation at the Stratfield Village Association meeting on road design.

ii. Sarah introduced a potential new member to the Bike/Ped Committee (Jeff Crean).
iii. Sarah discussed the importance of the Bike/Ped Committee’s alignment with activities

coming out of the Town’s Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z) and asked for a
volunteer to review the P&Z’s agenda and meeting minutes on a regular basis. The
volunteer would be expected to report to the Bike/Ped Committee at monthly meetings
on any P&Z activities that may be relevant to the interests/goals of the Bike/Ped
Committee.

iv. Sarah mentioned that Mike Allen’s committee term is expiring In November and there
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may be a need to identify a replacement member with public relation skills if Mike’s
does not extend his term.

v. Sarah opened discussion on the idea of doing a social event for the committee
members in early January.

vi. Sarah asks that the committee members be prepared to discuss and set
objectives/goals for the Bike/Ped Committee for 2022, in the Bike/Ped Committee’s
January meeting.

5. Other Business or Communications.
a. Laura reviewed the work that a similar, pedestrian safety commission and a not-for-profit

group are doing in West Hartford, CT that may be of interest to the Bike/Ped Committee.
b. Jeff Crean introduced himself to the committee members, as a potential future Bike/Ped

Committee member.
c. Town of Fairfield resident Robert Ryffel raised the following items:

i. Suggested the Bike/Ped Committee produce “Shared the Road” signs be placed in the
yards of residents as an alternative, or in addition, to signage installed by the Town.

ii. Requested an update on the actions taken by the Police department after the October
meeting in which he raised the need for local businesses to clean the sidewalks in front
of their establishments during the winter, to remove accumulated ice and snow.
Discussion was tabled as Evan had already departed from the Committee meeting.

Our next meeting is Thursday, December 16, 2021.

Motion to adjourn at 7:28 p.m. made by Laura. The motion was approved unanimously.
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