
 

 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2019 

 

The Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town of Fairfield held a special public hearing on 

September 18, 2019 at 4:30 pm in the Board of Education second floor conference room, 501 

Kings Highway.  The public hearing was recorded and is available for review in the Plan and 

Zoning Department. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Coyne, Chairman; Terry Keegan, Vice Chairman; Deborah 

Owens, Secretary; Duncan Keith; Sharon Strelzer; Jane Gitlin Nishball, Alternate (not seated) 

 

STAFF PRESENT: James Wendt, Planning Director; Matthew Decker, Zoning Enforcement 

Officer. 

 

3236 Congress Street / 2495 Redding Road Petition of Attorney Joel Green on behalf of 

neighbors, to reverse or modify the decision of the Zoning Administrator with respect to 

the endorsement of building permits to establish residential group homes at the above 

addresses.  Premises: residential AAA Zone. 

 

The Chairman indicated that both applications would be heard as a joint hearing.  The first issue 

for the Board to resolve is the issue of timeliness; whether or not the applications were filed 

within the 30-day deadline of notice pursuant to statute. 

 

Attorney Green presented several witnesses for testimony as to when they were aware of permits 

being issued for the group homes. After questions from the Board members and Attorney 

Hollister and a presentation by Mr. Hollister, on behalf of Newport Academy, the Board closed 

the hearing with respect to the issue of timeliness. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Keith, seconded by Ms. Owens that the applications were timely filed.  

After discussion of the evidence presented the members present voted as follows: 

 

 As to Congress Street: For the motion: Keith, Coyne.  Against: Keegan, Owens, Strelzer.  

Therefore, the motion failed 3-2 and the Board finds that the application was not timely filed and 

therefore, the petition is dismissed. 

 

As to Redding Road: For the motion: Keith, Coyne, Strelzer. Against: Keegan, Owens.  

Therefore, the Board finds that the application was timely filed and the hearing would continue 

to discuss the merits of the application. 

 

Mr. Green then made a presentation arguing that the decision of Mr. Wendt to endorse the 

Building Permit for Newport academy should be reversed as non-compliant with the Zoning 

Regulations. 

 

The Board also heard from Mr. Hollister on behalf of Newport Academy as well as from Mr. 

Wendt. After public comment and rebuttal from Mr. Green, the hearing was closed. 

 



 

 

Motion was made by Ms. Owens, seconded by Ms. Strelzer to sustain the appeal and overturn 

the decision of the Zoning Administrator. After discussion the members voted as follows: 

 

For the Motion: Strelzer, Keegan, Owens 

Against the motion: Keith, Coyne 

 

The motion failed to achieve the requisite four affirmative votes necessary to sustain the appeal 

and therefore the application was denied. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm 

 

Petitions of support were submitted from the neighbors. 

 

 

 

                            

Deborah Owens, Secretary                                  Josephine M. Keogh 


