
 

 

WPCA Commission 

Minutes 

  

 

A Public Hearing of the WPCA was held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 11, 2019, in the 

Basement Conference Room of Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield. 

 

Present:  Joseph D’Avanzo, Quinn Degner, Christian Dockum, Mark Elletson, Robert Scinto, Jr. 

 

Absent:  Edward Bateson, Ronald Drew 

 

Also Present:  Interim DPW Supervisor Brian Carey, Wright Pierce Consultant Dennis Dievert, 

WPCA Superintendent Bill Norton, WPCA Inspector Christopher Rogers 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.   

A moment of Silence was held for a 9/11 remembrance. 

 

Public Hearing to Establish Annual Sewer Use Fee 

 

Neighboring town sewer usage rates were noted. The Fairfield residential and commercial usage 

rate is $3.90 for every 750 gallons of waste water processed. Mr. Elletson suggested they begin 

the fee process much earlier next year and thanked Mr. Rogers and Mr. Carey for getting the 

numbers together so quickly. CCM will research rates and issue a report for the Board who will 

review and discuss ways to charge the users in a more equitable manner and determine a 

residential vs. commercial rate structure for next year. 

 

Mr. Elletson noted the budget increased 14% last year. This year we again have a reduction in 

water usage of 4% so in order to keep a flat budget it would be remain 4% not accounting for 

new users coming in. The Board referred to numbers submitted by Mr. Mayer.  It reflected the 

rate will increase from $4 to $7 over the next ten years and they need to consider how to 

structure this. There is $9m in the WPCA Reserve Account. Mr. D’Avanzo said he believes there 

are three pieces to consider; the operating budget, build the fund and the bond service. He 

explained his calculations and recommends 4.44% above the $3.90.  A lengthy discussion 

followed.  

 

Mr. Carey said the Waste Water Treatment Plant is the Town’s biggest asset. He said the 

Hardening Project is totally essential and the grant will expire September 2020. The Board is 

confident in Project Manager Laura Pulie. Mr. Carey emphasized if we wait it will seriously 

jeopardize the grant money and project timing. Mr. Norton reminded them the Micro Grid 

Project is on hold until the Hardening Project begins and they are at risk of losing that grant 

money. Mr. Elletson said we are supporting growth in Town. Mr. Carey said the projects have 

been dormant but don’t go away and costs increase. Mr. Elletson suggested using the Fund 

Balance for the Hardening Project and would like to come in under 10%. Mr. Dievert suggested 

including a breakdown of the structure increase plan over the next ten years and include projects 

so customers will expect a continued increase each year.   
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Draft Resolution: 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to set the sewer user fee for the current year at $4.19 per CCF. 

Bills are to be calculated using the Aquarion Water Usage data for five months from the 

previous year, approximately December 2018 through April 2019, multiplied by 2.4 to represent 

a full years’ water usage. 

  

Joseph D’Avanzo withdrew his motion. 

 

Quinn Degner motioned to set the sewer user fee for the current year at $4.45 per CCF 

($150.00 per year minimum usage fee). Bills are to be calculated using the Aquarion Water 

Usage data for five months from the previous year, approximately December 2018 through 

April 2019, multiplied by 2.4 to represent a full years’ water usage. Robert Scinto seconded the 

motion which carried, 4-1. (D’Avanzo opposed) 

 

Note: 1 CCF = 100 cubic feet of water used = 748 gallons 

 

Public comment – none. 

 

The hearing closed at 8:41 p.m. 

 

WPCA Meeting 

 

1. Discussion of Easton Turnpike Pump Station Upgrade. 

 

Mr. Dievert notified the Board that the lease was originally with St. Vincent’s for a 5,000 sf box 

where the pump station is, the State of Connecticut owns the adjacent property. The surveyor is 

working on property line discrepancies. The only official document is shown in the lease 

agreement. Continuing the lease or obtaining an easement was discussed. 

 

Mr. Carey said it will take too long dealing with the State and recommends asking SHU for a no-

cost easement the Town Attorney can draft to resolve any issues. Mr. Dievert will get Survey 

Schedule A and Mr. Carey will work on legal terms and discuss with SHU.  Mr. D’Avanzo had 

no update as to whether the meeting with SHU and the First Selectman had transpired. 

 

Mr. Dievert said the design is in progress and they are continuing to analyze flows and research 

doing a portion of the force main. Mr. Carey said bid documents won’t be complete until 

December and asked how the Board wanted to fund. Mr. Dievert will advise the Board of costs 

at the Regular September meeting. He requested Green Mountain look at pipe sizes on Stratfield 

Road. 

 

2. Discussion of the WPCF Hardening Project. 

 

Mr. Elletson recapped total project costs.  
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Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to approve $4,087,163 toward construction and installation of the 

dyke known as the Hardening Project around the sewage treatment plant, fire training grounds, 

animal shelter and conservation workshop, with the understanding the WPCA makes a request 

the Town will continue to participate up to 50% of the total project cost (net cost of any grants 

received).  Robert Scinto seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 5-0. 

 

3. Discussion of the East Trunk Sewer Line Upgrade. 

 

Mr. Rogers noted we need to hire an LEP. 

 

4. Discussion of the Riverside Drive Siphon Installation. 

 

The Item will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:14 p.m. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 


