
WPCA Commission 

Minutes 

  

 

A regular meeting of the WPCA was held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 26, 2019, in the  

First Floor Conference Room of Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield. 

 

Present:  Edward Bateson, Joseph D’Avanzo, Quinn Degner, Christian Dockum, Ronald Drew, 

Mark Elletson 

 

Absent:  Robert Scinto, Jr. 

 

Also Present:  Jim Kousidis-Kousidis Engineering, Joseph Michelangelo-Public Works Director, 

Bill Norton-WPCA Superintendent, Christopher Rogers-WPCA Inspector 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   Approval of the minutes of the May 22, 2019 WPCA Meeting. 

 

The May 22, 2019 minutes were tabled to the July 24, 2019, meeting. 

 

2. Consider and act on a request by Kousidis Engineering for a proposed 150 Unit 

development at 4480 Black Rock Turnpike.     

 

Jim Kousidis recapped the development which will not increase above 150 Units. Mr. Kousidis 

stated all calculations were based on two-bedroom apartments which is the maximum flow they 

can account for. He explained how they gathered all three monitored meter readings to analyze 

the capacity of the system and are still under the allowed capacity for the development. 

 

Chris Rogers agreed with the findings and is confident in the numbers. Joseph Michelangelo 

spoke with Aquarion regarding the conflicting data and they attributed it to an operating error. 

Mr. Michelangelo will meet with them to review and send a letter to put them on notice. He said 

the department also performs periodic inspections to ensure accuracy. 

 

Public comment – none. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to approve the application for 4480 Black Rock Turnpike contingent 

upon the following four conditions: 

 

1. Prior to the issuance of a permit by the WPCA staff, the design engineer shall submit for 

approval a detailed plan to be reviewed by staff which will show pipe alignment, size, 

slope and any additional relevant details. 

 

2. This approval assumes the construction permit reflects no more than 150 two-bedroom 

units. 
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3. This approval will be subject to the I&I Fee for the flow of 28,961 GPD, to be paid by the 

applicant before the issuing of the building permit, such fee calculated at the effective 

rate at the time of permit issuance. 

 

4. This approval shall be valid for a two-year period from the date of this motion.  If the 

permit is not issued within this two-year period, the applicant shall submit a request to 

the WPCA for subsequent consideration. 

 

Quinn Degner seconded the motion which carried, 5-1.  

(D’Avanzo, Degner, Dockum, Drew, Elletson, in favor and Bateson against) 

 

3.  Status update on projects. 

 

 Plant Upgrade 

Mr. Michelangelo said it is in the Town’s best interest to have Wright Pierce review their 

flow numbers to ensure they are the same and that we do in fact need an upgrade and not 

a major expansion since their analysis is based on the flow projection from 2 ½ years ago. 

Mr. Bateson agreed considering all the new projects that are being built and said we 

approach projects on an individual basis but don’t look at the total view. He suggested 

Mr. Michelangelo speak to P&Z.  Mr. Michelangelo said they would begin with the 

design RFP to get an idea of costs, decide upon engineers to interview then target dates. 

He would like to present the design cost at the mid-September BOF waterfall long-range 

capital planning meeting. The BOF may want to hold a separate funding meeting. He 

indicated this won’t slow down State approval because the plan is approved, they would 

submit another application. 

 

Mr. Michelangelo believes after the project is complete they will see a significant I&I 

reduction. 

 

There was discussion on current and future pipe replacement projects throughout town. 

Mr. Michelangelo said the flows have declined and there is a nice trend line.  He will 

compile data for the BOF which Mr. Elletson would like to review before they pull 

trigger on plant. 

 

 Hardening Project 

 Mr. Michelangelo expects approval this summer. The revised estimate will be presented 

 to the BOS next week then the BOF and RTM.  Mr. Elletson expressed concern steel 

 costs will increase; Mr. Michelangelo said the said contractor will their hold price.  

 

 Easton Turnpike Pump Station Upgrade 

Mr. Michelangelo said Wright Pierce is continuing with the design. They are approaching 

it as two separate projects; the main work and then the pump station. The work will be 

performed next summer so as not to interfere with SHU.  Mr. Rogers said the building 

permit has been signed. The attorneys are meeting to sign the SHU agreement. 
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 East Trunk Inceptor Sewer Relocation 

Mr. Michelangelo said they are ready to bid this summer, work will begin late summer/ 

early fall and completion is estimated summer 2020. They have resolved all conflicts 

with utility companies and will meet with the neighbors. 

 

 Riverside Drive Siphon 

 Mr. Michelangelo noted Tighe & Bond signed the contract. 

 

Ron Drew recommended adding a one page project summary to the Agenda distribution package 

for the Commissions review then have follow up at the meeting.  

 

There needs clarification on interest generated by WPCA funds.  Mr. Bateson said CFO Robert 

Mayer said the interest would go in WPCA’s budget.  Mr. D’Avanzo said Mr. Flynn, BOF Chair, 

said the Town wants the interest kept in the General Fund. 

 

Mr. Rogers noted the Country Club of Fairfield application will be on next month’s agenda. 

 

Mark Elletson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 p.m. Ron Drew seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 6-0. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 


