
WPCA Commission 

Minutes 

April 24, 2019 

 

 

A regular meeting of the WPCA was held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 24, 2019 in the First 

Floor Conference Room of the Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield. 

 

Present:  Christian Dockum, Joseph D’Avanzo, Ronald Drew, Mark Elletson 

 

Absent: Edward Bateson, Quinn Degner, Robert Scinto 

 

Also Present:  Bill Norton-WPCA Superintendent, Joseph Michelangelo-Public Works Director, 

Joe Perriera-Perriera Engineering, Chris Rogers-WPCA, Robert Scinto, Sr. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   Approval of the minutes of the March 27, 2019 WPCA Meeting. 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to approve the minutes of March 27, 2019. Ronald Drew seconded 

the motion which carried, 3-0-1 (Mark Elletson abstained).  

 

2. Consider and act on a request by Pereira Engineering to connect 148 Unit building at 

185 Thorpe Street to the Fairfield Sewer System. 

 

Joe Pereira reviewed the site map with the Board and explained the proposed residential shared 

development project on the old Fairfield Lumber Site south of Francis, Bungalow, Thorpe, and 

to the west of Ruane Street. This was previously approved for 58 individually owned 

condominiums. However, the current real estate market will not support that development. Thus, 

this application is for an assisted living facility. He highlighted the 21” new sanitary PVC sewer 

line replacement. The existing 10” sewer will connect to the new 21” sewer onsite.  A new 8” 

sewer will also be installed along the north side of the new building and will connect to the new 

21” sewer onsite.  The sewer laterals for the new building will tie into the new 8” sewer. The 

sewage flow difference is a 5.2% increase and the depth of flow is a 0.36” increase between the 

existing and proposed pipe.  Bob Scinto said they previously had offered up to $100,000 if 

needed in repairs. This project incorporates those repairs. 

 

Mr. Pereira said the proposed project is an independent living facility for ages 65+ with one and 

two bedroom units. He said the architect is putting together a rendering. He summarized the 

project details and said in addition to 148 units there is an administration area for 2-3 people, 

reception area, home care staff for 2-3 people, library, gym, multipurpose room, small movie 

theater, public bathroom and kitchen/café that serves a la carte meals. The proposed flow of 

20,618 gallons per day from this development incorporates all of the proposed uses. 

  

Mark Elletson recalled the former Jewish Home on Jefferson Street used quite a bit of water but 

they said this is a residential facility not a rehabilitation home. Mr. Scinto said if you are a 

resident of these apartments, and need to go to the Jewish Home with more services, your name 
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moves up on the list. Mr. Scinto said it should be a real plus for the Town because it gets a new 

main and the Units are on the tax rolls. The residents can walk into town and go to lunch or shop. 

Mr. Pereira said he doesn’t expect the flow data to change from the report in 2015. The flow 

metering shows the downstream sewers can handle the proposed flows. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to accept the application entitled 148 Unit building at 185 Thorpe 

Street with the following condition: 

 

1.  They are to construct new sewer pipe on the property as shown on the plans, including from 

sanitary manhole 6 to sanitary manhole 7. 

 

This approval will be subject to the I&I Fee for the new flow of 20,618 gallons per day, to be 

paid before the signing of the Building Permit by WPCA staff, and calculated at the current rate 

at that time. This approval shall be valid for a two-year period. If not completed in this time 

frame, the applicant shall submit a request to the WPCA for a subsequent two-year renewal.  

 

Public comment – none. 

 

Mark Elletson seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 4-0. 

 

3. To hear, consider and act upon a request appropriating funds for the design of an 

additional sanitary sewer siphon, located on Riverside Drive at Turney Creek.  

 

Bill Norton explained a siphon is a type of sewer line that is used to go under watercourse, 

railroads, and highways. It is a necessary dip in the sewer line, and we have about a half dozen 

around town. As part of the reconstruction of the Riverside Drive Tide gates over Turney Creek, 

there is an opportunity to reconstruct the existing siphons. There are currently two 18” siphon 

pipes. Joseph Michelangelo explained the Turney Creek proposal from last month. The proposal 

last month was to add an additional siphon and line to the existing two siphons. The WPCA 

asked for an alternate of simply replacing the existing two and adding a third. WPCA members 

agreed to get the incremental design and incremental construction price on three instead of two 

and spend the extra money. 

 

Christian Dockum asked what the benefit is by putting in two new pipes instead of rehabbing the 

old. Mr. Michelangelo explained unforeseen circumstances of going into a pipe that you haven’t 

been in years. Bill Norton said they would have to get CCTV equipment to inspect what is in the 

70’ of pipe. 

 

The various scenarios and options were discussed. Mr. Elletson asked if we can classify this as 

an I&I expense and Mr. Michelangelo replied yes. 

 

Christian Dockum motioned to approve $43,500 to cover the design and costs for Option 2 (three 

new siphons).  Ronald Drew seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 4-0. 
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4. To hear, consider and act upon a request for additional funding for the Hardening 

Project at the WPCF.  

 

Mr. Michelangelo said the numbers are not yet finalized but they have a better concept. He said 

hopefully the State will come through with funding $700k.  He said they won’t know what the 

contingency is until they know how much the State is giving us but it will be under 10%. He said 

the contractor was willing to sit down with our Purchasing Department. He said landscaping is 

built into the cost and they took into consideration the neighbors’ concerns. He said in late 2017 

CT DEEP began issuing requirements around waste water treatment facilities. He would like to 

get a sense of the body splitting the cost. 

 

Joe D’Avanzo said per Mr. Michelangelo’s memo dated April 18, 2019, regarding the Hardening 

Project the new estimated cost would be $4,619,910 plus 10% contingency.  Expected State 

funding and an anticipated additional State Grant would leave a balance of $1,750,000.   WPCA 

would be willing to fund 50% of this cost - $875,000. 

 

Public comment – none. 

 

Christian Dockum seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 4-0. 

 

Mark Elletson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 p.m. Christian Dockum seconded the 

motion which carried unanimously, 4-0. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 


