
WPCA Commission 

Minutes 

March 27, 2019 

 

 

A regular meeting of the WPCA was held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 in the 

First Floor Conference Room of the Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield. 

 

Present:  Edward Bateson, Christian Dockum, Joseph D’Avanzo, Ronald Drew, Robert Scinto 

 

Absent:  Quinn Degner, Mark Elletson 

 

Also Present:  Bill Hodkinson, Jim Kousidis-Kousidis Engineering, Mark Lancor-DYMAR,  

Bill Norton-WPCA Superintendent, Patrick McSwain, Joseph Michelangelo-Public Works 

Director, Chris Rogers-WPCA 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   Approval of the minutes of the February 27, 2019 WPCA Meeting. 

Edward Bateson motioned to approve the minutes of February 27, 2019. Joseph D’Avanzo 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

2. Consider and act on a request by Kousidis Engineering for a proposed 150 Unit 

development at 4480 Black Rock Turnpike.     

Jim Kousidis gave an overview of the conceptual drawings and shared what flow information 

they have to date on the proposed development site on a little over 4 acres. Mr. Kousidis said 

they do not yet have site development plans.  He said they installed one monitoring meter, and 

have additional data from two meters from an unrelated application within the last six months. 

One of the meters is in an 8” pipe and the other on a 12” pipe. He took readings from the 8’ pipe 

since it is the most restrictive and based on those numbers, the flows are under the pipe capacity. 

He explained the calculations; the additional flow would be 28,971 gallons per day and 459,432 

cubic yards per day so combining the base flow monitored in field, the residential units proposed 

and adding 150 units would be 127,000 gallons per day which is more than adequate. He referred 

to the site map showing the proposed driveway location. They have experienced one rain storm 

and are waiting for another before coming back to the board for approval, with a full set of data 

and more detailed engineering plans. He said they hope to begin work in a year. 

 

They discussed the site location which is across from Greenfield Hunt and just passed the Hi-Ho 

on the east side of Black Rock Turnpike, just before the Aquarion Reservoir property. 

 

Joseph Michelangelo said because of the recent downstream monitoring locations, WPCA 

requested one additional monitor, so we will have a good model with the three total metering 

locations. As for a more detailed engineering plan, we don’t need detailed building plans but the 

site plans should show building locations, pipe sizes, lengths, slopes, etc.  

 



WPCA March 27, 2019 Page 2 of 3 

 

Public comment – Bill Hodkinson of 4454 Black Rock Turnpike said the land has a steep grade 

for a driveway. Mr. Kousidis said they will regrade to accommodate the driveway. Mr. 

Hodkinson asked how much additional flow will be added and Mr. Kousidis responded his 

project will use approximately 30% of the sewer pipe but will be less because it goes downhill 

and the numbers referenced do include the townhouse development. Mr. Kousidis corrected his 

address reference which should be 4267 Black Rock Turnpike. Ron Drew said we require two 

significant rain storm events to determine peak.  

 

Patrick McSwain of 4466 Black Rock Turnpike said there is substantial flooding under the 

bridge after heavy rain and asked if they are taking into account parking. Mr. Kousidis said under 

the bridge is storm sewer not sanitary sewer. Those issues will be discussed as part of this 

proposed project, but those are under the purview of Planning & Zoning and Engineering 

Departments and are not a WPCA matter. He said the WPCA is the first step and the project will 

go before TPZ and Inland Wetlands in the future. Ron Drew recommended Mr. McSwain attend 

the WPCA meeting when Mr. Kousidis returns. 

 

3. Consider and act on a request by DYMAR Engineering to connect the Fairfield 

Country Club to the Fairfield Sewer System. 

Mark Lancor, representing the Fairfield Country Club, distributed a larger color site photo and 

gave an informal presentation. Mr. Lancor said the Club has wanted to update the club house and 

pro shop for a long time and membership has voted to tear down and rebuild.  He said it is an 

opportunity to connect to the municipal sewer system and has met with town staff and 

determined a location on Lee drive to engage a metering company. He said hopefully they can 

capture two rain events. This will discharge into an 8” line (not a big service area). The Country 

Club will be served by a private grinder type pump station on the Club property. The Club will 

install a pressure sewer line up Sasco Hill Road (going north) to the existing Town gravity 

sewer. This will provide the opportunity for the existing homes on Sasco Hill to connect to 

sewers in the future. However, they will require a similar private grinder pump to do so. He said 

the Club’s goal is to submit to Wetlands Department in June, then Planning & Zoning in the fall 

and have approvals in place by year end and return to this board. He said it is a low flow system 

from the clubhouse that averages about 2,000 gallons during peak summer months. He noted 

membership is still 350 and not increasing. He said most of the flow is down at the beach house 

where they installed a system there years ago. 

 

The beach house has onsite septic. Lee Drive is an easement granted to the town for those few 

houses and is a low pressure main. Joseph Michelangelo said the town will own the system on 

Sasco Hill Road, but not the lateral connections or any of the future grinder pumps. This is 

unlike the other portions of the Town system that is 99.9 % conventional gravity flow. These 

types of common force main systems have been around for several decades and work well. Mr. 

Lancor described how low pressure systems work. Edward Bateson asked if we are we obligated 

to put in a trunk line and do we notify neighbors. Mr. Michelangelo said it would be a benefit to 

the property values; however we would have to factor that the property owners don’t have the 

convenience of gravity system and will have to own and maintain their own pumps. He said 

there are about 11 houses and everyone would need their own pump if they want to tap in. They 

would have to pay to tie into the sewer but are they are not obligated. He said there is sandy, 

porous soil in the area and it also benefits town to remove them from septic. He said the property 
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owners would own and maintain their pumps and the town owns and maintains the pipes. Mr. 

Lancor said it will be at least a 3,500 gallon tank and will have a generator, bilco hatch and all 

safety equipment. 

 

4. To hear, consider and act up a request appropriating $33,500 from WPCA fund 

balance for the design of an additional sanitary sewer siphon, located on Riverside 

Drive at Turney Creek.  

Joseph Michelangelo said the location is a bridge over Turney Creek on Riverside Drive south of 

Vinny’s and gave history. Mr. Michelangelo said a tide gate system was added so flow doesn’t 

go back into Turney and the Circle Diner area. He said the Conservation Department is putting in 

tide gates and in conjunction with that we are contemplating to add another barrel to siphon since 

it is already dug up and an opportune time. This would allow us to add capacity and also let us 

divert flow and do rehab to other barrels. They have a proposal from the firm that is designing 

tide gates. 

 

Robert Scinto asked how much more capacity, Mr. Michelangelo said it is more of a redundancy 

matter. He said they have to be maintained and cleaned. It gives us another barrel to compliment 

the other barrels which are 60 years old. Joseph D’Avanzo asked should we replace the others. 

Mr. Michelangelo said they have an estimate of $350,000 with no design to add a third (new) 

barrel and line (rehab) the other two barrels.  Bill Norton said the life span of the barrel once it’s 

lined is the same as a new pipe. He said they evaluated just adding new syphons and it was 

determined cost prohibitive. Edward Bateson said he was in favor of the request and it is the area 

of future development. WPCA budget will pay for the design. The Commission is committed to 

vote on the item next month when they have more information. 

 

5.  Update on Proposed FY 2019-2020 Budget. 

Mr. Michelangelo said the Board of Selectman passed the WPCA budget and it was presented to 

the Board of Finance at which time they had a few questions regarding the Fund Balance. Mr. 

Michelangelo, Mr. Norton and Mr. Elletson addressed those questions at last night’s Board of 

Finance meeting. The Board of Finance wanted to know if the upgrade will be paid for with the 

WPCA budget, on the Town-side or a combination. Mr. Michelangelo said the operating budget 

should be approved as presented. Mr. Bateson asked how this year’s budget was and Mr. Norton 

said they plan on meeting budget this fiscal year and reviewed line items. $181,000 was money 

not spent last year through the I&I.  Mr. D’Avanzo asked if WPCA will be receiving the interest 

revenue, Mr. Bateson will follow up with Mr. Mayer on this item.  

 

Christian Dockum motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. Robert Scinto seconded the 

motion which carried unanimously. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 


