
 

WPCA Commission 

Minutes 

February 27, 2019 

 

 

A regular meeting of the WPCA was held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February 27, 2019 in the 

First Floor Conference Room of the Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield. 

 

Present: Edward Bateson, Joseph D’Avanzo, Quinn Degner, Mark Elletson, Robert Scinto 

 

Absent:   Ronald Drew, Christian Dockum 

 

Also Present:  Bill Norton-WPCA Superintendent, Chris Rogers-WPCA 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to hear Item 3 before Item 2.  Quinn Degner seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously. 

 

1.   Approval of the minutes of the January 23, 2019 WPCA Meeting. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to amend the minutes of January 23, 2019, and strike the last 

sentence from Item 3.  Quinn Degner seconded the amended motion which carried unanimously. 
 

2.   Discussion regarding setting “Benefit Charge” for the Easton Turnpike Pump Station 

      district. 

 

Mr. Michelangelo introduced this item at the previous meeting. Because we will be planning on 

design the Easton Pump Station with an additional 20% allowance for future new connections, 

those specific properties should pay for this benefit if they do connect in the future. Chris Rogers 

and Bill Norton said the total project cost will not be known until the Pump Station project is 

completed in Summer 2020, but we do have the projected flow from the 5545 Park Avenue 

Project, and utilized the pump station design flow and broke it down to come up with a formula. 

Mr. Rogers said they will have the final cost once the design is completed. The background on 

the item was reviewed. The pump station was scheduled as a capital project upgrade then SHU 

gave incentive to fast forward the process to accommodate their 50,000 gallon-a-day need. Then 

a developer came in with design plans for the 5545 Park Avenue apartment building project that 

would increase current capacity. The Notre Dame property and vacant parcels were discussed.  

Mr. Rogers said once the pump station is complete with SHUs upgrades, we will be at 80% 

capacity with 20% remaining for future development. He said Joseph Michelangelo spoke with 

Stanton Lessor regarding a ten-year benefit to future developers. Edward Bateson said we have 

an obligation to the town to provide services and doesn’t want to make it a policy to charge. 
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3.  Consider and act on a request by Guedes Associates, Inc. at 5545 Park Avenue to 

connect 99 residential units into the Town of Fairfield Sewer System. 
 

Chris Rogers explained the town will own the sewer line and that the town needs access in order to 

maintain it. He said, if approved, it would be contingent upon getting an easement.  There was further 

discussion on the easement. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to accept the application for 5545 Park Avenue to connect 99 

residential units into the newly constructed pipe which will eventually hook into the Fairfield 

sewer system with the following conditions: 

 

1.  There will be a bond posted for the construction of the pipe from the applicant’s point to the 

     current town sewer line on Weeping Willow 

2.  The applicant will be required to pay a pump station assessment of $62,361.37 

3.  Contingent on an easement in the name of the Town of Fairfield. 

  

This approval will be subject to the I&I Fee, to be paid before the signing of the Building Permit 

by WPCA staff, and calculated at the current rate at that time. This approval shall be valid for a 

two-year period. If not completed in this time frame, the applicant shall submit a request to the 

WPCA for a subsequent two-year renewal. 

 

Quinn Degner seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

4.  Update on Proposed FY 2019-2020 Budget. 

 

Mark Elletson gave a budget update and said he would like to get an actual year-to-date column 

on the spreadsheet in order to compare. He said we are still spending a fortune on electric and 

solar was further discussed. The commission reviewed line items including payroll, capital 

projects and I&I.  Joseph D’Avanzo said we should have money credited for interest from $7M 

balance from last year that the town mixed in the General Fund.  Edward Bateson will speak to 

Robert Mayer on this matter. Mark Elletson would like a status on cash coming in and going out 

in operating expenses and capital improvements. 

 

Bill Norton displayed the award presented to the department by the New England Water 

Environment Association at the annual conference in January.  

 

Joe D’Avanzo motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:29 p.m. Mark Elletson seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 


