
WPCA Commission 

Minutes 

January 23, 2019 

 

A regular meeting of the WPCA was held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 23, 2019 in the 

First Floor Conference Room of the Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield. 

 

Present: Edward Bateson, Joseph D’Avanzo, Quinn Degner, Christian Dockum, Ronald 

Drew, Mark Elletson 

 

Absent:   Robert Scinto 

 

Also Present:  Joseph Michelangelo-Director Public Works, Bill Norton-WPCA Superintendent, 

Chris Rogers-WPCA, David Gagnon-Langan, Bill Jacabacci-JCA 

 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   Approval of the minutes of the November 28, 2018 WPCA Meeting. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to amend the minutes of November 28, 2018 and strike the entire 

sixth sentence of Item 2. Mark Elletson seconded the motion as amended which carried 

unanimously. 

 

2. Consider and act on a request by Primrose CO’S, LLC at 4221 & 4267 Black Rock 

Turnpike to connect 204 residential units in 3 buildings along with a clubhouse into the 

Town of Fairfield Sewer System. 

 

Joseph Michelangelo said they have received the flow data and the analysis showed there is 

capacity in the town line for the proposed residential units.  

 

Mark Elletson motioned to accept the application entitled Primrose CO’S, LLC at 4221 & 4267 

Black Rock Turnpike as submitted.  This approval will be subject to the I&I Fee, to be paid 

before the signing of the Building Permit by WPCA staff, and calculated at the current rate at 

that time. This approval shall be valid for a two-year period. If not completed in this time frame, 

the applicant shall submit a request to the WPCA for a subsequent two-year renewal.  

 

Ronald Drew seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

3. Consider and act on a request by Guedes Associates, Inc. at 5545 Park Avenue to 

connect 99 residential units into the Town of Fairfield Sewer System. 

 

Joseph Michelangelo said flow test data shows the downstream line has adequate capacity. Mr. 

Michelangelo said he and Chris Rogers reviewed the plans. For the “cross country” main that 

runs across the Bridgeport R. C. Diocese property, it is in the town’s best interest to have a town-

owned line in which the town will have access by easement. Rizzio will obtain the easement 

from the diocese in favor of the Town. Mr. Michelangelo will provide a list of several technical 
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items to be addressed to the application. As discussed at the previous meeting, as this property 

creates an overburden at the Easton Pump Station, the development should pay a proportional 

share of the upcoming construction cost. This will be based on the total flow from this 

development compared to the overall design flow of the pump station.  Mr. Michelangelo said 

this calculation can be provided at next meeting. Mr. Michelangelo reported that in discussion 

with the Town Attorney regarding the SHU agreement for the new pump station, there should be 

a “benefit charge” to future connections to capture the capital costs invested in the Pump Station. 

This would be for a selected time frame, say 10 years, and would only apply to new applications. 

There was further discussion if this is appropriate with other areas in Town, and if this sets a 

precedent. The commission would like to make the fee reasonable for the client but debated 

about not setting policy as every project is unique.  

 

The application will be considered for approval at the next WPCA meeting.  

 

4. Consider and act on a request by Langan Engineering representing Fairfield Common 

at 1152 Kings Highway Cutoff to connect a 36,000sf medical/office building to the Town 

of Fairfield Sewer System. 

 

David Gagnon gave the project background that was originally approved in 2006 and referred to 

utility detail schematic boards. He said the proposed project is a medical office building with 

Yale as the anticipated major tenant. He discussed the existing sewer capacity and proposed 

tying into a 6” lateral manhole. He said the flow is 7,200 gallons. Chris Rogers said the project 

was approved in 2004 and supersedes our 2006 connection policy. The pipe’s age which runs 

along the western property line, built in the 1960’s, was a concern. Bill Jacabacci said they will 

replace the pipe where required with PVC.  Mr. Michelangelo said we can make it a condition of 

approval that the line and any defects get repaired. Mr. Jacabacci said they hope to have the 

foundation poured by March and the project completed by July. He said they are also building a 

bridge. Mr. Rogers said the pipes should be televised because trees and stumps have been 

removed from the area.  

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to accept the application entitled Fairfield Common at 1152 Kings 

Highway Cutoff with the following conditions: 

1. CCTV from connection point on line 8 to line 24 and before and after on line 24 across 

the property to ensure there is no damage from construction equipment, and  

2. The applicant will present the condition of the pipe after review to the department, and 

3. The department recommendation will be on 8 and 24 pipe.  

This approval will be subject to the I&I fee, to be paid before the signing of the Building Permit 

by WPCA staff, and calculated at the current rate at that time.  This approval shall be valid for a 

two-year period.  If not completed in this time frame, the applicant shall submit a request to the 

WPCA for a subsequent two-year renewal.   

 

Ronald Drew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
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5.  Report on Capital Projects 

 

a) WPCF Hardening Project 

Joseph Michelangelo said bids came in higher than expected.  He will report back next month 

with what the supplemental state grant will be, and there may be an additional request for town 

funding.  This project eliminates the need to raise the building and tankage at the Wastewater 

Plant in the future upgrade/expansion. 

 

b) WPCF Generator Replacement 

They are replacing diesel generators with natural gas.  Bronson Road came in on budget.  The 

Waste Water Treatment Center came in higher and WPCA will request money from FEMA. 

 

c) East Trunk Line Relocation – Grasmere/ Riverside Drive area 

Mr. Michelangelo explained that this is the section after the metro station that has been designed 

and gone through the environmental permitting process, both at the State and Town level.  This 

project will put it out to bid for construction following approval.  

 

d) Easton Turnpike Pump Station 

Wright Pierce has been working on the design in advance.  It is on the RTM Agenda Monday for 

formal approval of the design funds. The Cost Sharing Agreement is being drafted by the Town 

Attorney with SHU.  

 

6. Consider and act on electing officers of the WPCA for 2019  

  

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to extend Mark Elletson and Quinn Degner’s term another year. Mr. 

Degner declined due to other commitments. 

 

Ronald Drew motioned to appoint Mark Elletson as Chair and Joseph D’Avanzo as Vice Chair.  

All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Ronald Drew motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m.  Edward Bateson seconded the 

motion which carried unanimously. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Tesei 


