
Minutes for the W.P.C.A. Public Hearing 

July 25, 2018 

 

Present: Mark Elletson, Christian Dockum, Ron Drew, Joe D’Avanzo 

 

Absent:   Quinn Degner, Rob Scinto, Chris Tymniak 

 

Also Present:  George Andrews, William Fitzpatrick, Sam Mermelstein, Joseph Michelangelo,  

  Bill Norton 

 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.  Approval of the minutes of the June 27, 2018 Meeting. 

 

Joe D’Avanzo motioned to approve the minutes. Christian Dockum seconded the motion which 

carried unanimously. 

 

2.  Consider and act on a request by Landtech / Loureiro Engineering for The Crossing at 

Fairfield, a proposed mixed use development at Fairfield Metro Center to connect to the 

Fairfield sewer system. 

 

Sam Mermelstein gave a quick synopsis of the site referring to photo boards. The Site Conditions 

board showed the area in its current state. 

 

The second board reflected the proposed building phases and connecting the property together 

with the State’s proposed bridge. It showed the parking area, hotel, commercial office building, 

retail space, restaurant, community area and pool. He said the costs are staggering for the 

infrastructure to get to this point. 

 

The third board represented similar projects of Enclave Equities in New York and Connecticut.  

 

George Andrews referred to a 2016 Wright-Pierce study on existing flow conditions, pipe 

capacity, measurements and projections. The project will take between six to eight years to 

complete. Without this project the town will still have a pipe that is under capacity and there is a 

lack of funds to address the issue. The pipe is still over capacity at peak conditions, both firms 

agreed on the analyses. 

 

There was a discussion on infiltration, price, size and capacity. I&I program and disbursements 

were explained. The connection fee based on their proposed new flow of 91,595 gallons per day 

results in an I & I fee of $1,510,462. Mr. Mermelstein said they committed last month to pay an 

additional $150,000 to perform lining of the existing pipe. The developer is willing to submit this 

$150,000 to the WPCA in lieu of performing this work, in addition to the I & I charges.   

 

Mr. Michelangelo said from a flow perspective the WPCA can accomplish what we need to 

replace the pipe to make the project flow neutral for the approximately $1.65M we are receiving 

from this development. 



 

The Commission agreed the pipe needs to be replaced and is the town’s property and 

responsibility. There were further discussions on time frame and projections. 

 

Joe D’Avanzo moved to accept Fairfield Metro Center / Crossing at Fairfield application as 

submitted and approve all proposed buildings which will expire after two years if the project has 

not commenced. The I&I fee will be calculated at the then current rate plus the additional 

$150,000 fee.  The $150,000 fee will be paid with the initial I&I calculation. Mark Elletson 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

3.  Discussion on presentation to BOS for the upcoming upgrades at the WWTP. 

 

The WPCA will meet with the BOS regarding the waste water facility upgrades then meet with 

the BOF.  A brief overview of the economic breakout was given. There is $3.6M sewer usage 

annual fee over 20 years, $217/year, $18/month per household. Fairfield’s operating fee is lower 

than most Fairfield County towns. The plant is run very efficiently. 

 

Mr. Michelangelo will clarify with Ms. Bosse the $6.1M bond line item and report back. 

 

Joe Michelangelo will contact Jen Carpenter to meet with Mr. Tetreau in August and get on the 

September BOS Agenda.  

 

Mark Elletson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 p.m.  Joe D’Avanzo seconded the motion 

which carried. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Tesei 
 


