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TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

SHELLFISH COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES – AUGUST 12, 2020 

 

The Shellfish Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting on Wednesday, 

August 12, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. via Teleconference, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: John C. Short, Jr., Chairman; Alison Savona, Vice Chairman; Michael 

Harwood; Deborah Detmer, Secretary; Timothy Macklin (7:36 p.m.) 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Lisette Enhoffer 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER – And Establish Quorum: Mr. Short called the meeting to order at 7:30 

p.m. There was a quorum. 

 

I. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. Draft Meeting Minutes of July 8, 2020:  Ms. Savona moved and Mr. Harwood 

seconded to approve the minutes of July 8, 2020 with the following changes: 

 

1.   The correction of Mr. Savona to Ms. Savona in B. Committee Reports 3. Permits and 

Access “Ms. Savona reported that there are 265 permits to date”. 

 

2.   The correction of Mackling to Macklin and removal of the words ‘these bags’ in B. 

Committee Reports 5.Oyster Bed Development “Mr. Macklin plans to power-wash the 

bags these bags this week.”   

 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Committee Reports: 

 

1. Clam Relay/Planting: Short, Macklin, Johnson – Mr. Short reported that on July 23, 

a clam relay was done.  Clams were brought from west of Penfield Reef over to Sasco 

Beach, approximately 125 bushels (30,000 clams), mostly little necks, top necks, and 

cherry stones.  He noted that they likely will not do any more relays this year, but 

may be able do a market buy and plant in September or October.    

 

2. Water and Habitat Quality: Detmer, Harwood, Johnson – Ms. Detmer reported that 

the beds were opened until the July 23rd relay.  They are currently closed, as the 

Milford laboratory did not have electricity due to the storm.  Mr. Short and Mr. 
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Harwood resampled on Tuesday and hope to have the results later this week.   

 

3. Permits and Access: Savona, Detmer – Ms. Savona reported that there are 314 

permits issued to date.  149 of these permits were issued online.   

 

Mr. Short noted that people have been seen clamming while the beds are closed.  

There was a consensus among the commission members that there should be better 

and more prominent signage regarding the status of the shellfish bed.   

 

Mr. Short moved, and Mr. Harwood seconded to spend up to $500 for signage at 

Sasco Beach.  Motion approved unanimously. 

 

 

4. Commercial Shellfish Regulations: Harwood, Macklin – no report.   

 

5. Oyster Bed Development:  Short, Harwood, Macklin – Mr. Harwood reported that 

he checked the hats yesterday.  He noted that a few were missing and may have 

floated off, and that the ones that are fully submerged are doing much better than the 

ones that are upright/vertical.  He also noted that the bags hanging in South Benson 

are doing well.  Mr. Macklin has been using his power-washer to spray down the 

bags.   

 

It was also noted that they have been putting shell down on the new spot on the 

eastern shore of Sasco to make a good environment for oyster development next year.  

Tomorrow, a truckload of shell will be brought to Sasco, and they will use a sled to 

bring the shell out.   

 

Mr. Harwood also noted that he has been working with Boy Scout Troop 88 and has 

planned a trip to the shellfish beds on Thursday, August 20th to show them what the 

Shellfish Commission has been doing.  Any commissioners that would like to join are 

welcome.  The Scouts may help to put some shell down as part of their community 

service.   

 

6. Communications: Savona, Detmer, Johnson – Ms. Savona reported that the 

Shellfish Commission inbox is up to date on emails.  Mr. Short has been responding 

to the Facebook messages.   

 

Mr. Short noted that there was an issue with getting emails regarding closures sent 

out after the relay.  He would like to work with Mr. Carey to determine if the 

Shellfish Commission would be able to send emails out to permit holders regarding 

shellfish bed status instead of asking the Conservation Department to send the 

emails.    

 

Ms. Detmer noted that she is working on the newsletter, which has been delayed due 

to COVID-19.  The next edition of the newsletter should be completed shortly. 

 



Shellfish Commission Meeting Minutes – August 12, 2020 Page 3 

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION, AND APPROVAL 

BY THE SHELLFISH COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

 

C. Report(s) From The Conservation Department: 

 

1. Shellfish Fund Balance: $31,236.70 as of July 31, 2020 

2. Shellfish Permits: 2020: 314 issued through July 31, 2020 

3. Shellfish Closure Period July 31, 2020: – 23 days open, 8 days closed 

4. 2020-21-2020 Shellfish Commission Budget Status: noted 

 

 

II. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. Discussion regarding internship position for UWS/Shellfish Commission Summer 

2020 – no discussion 

 

III.   NEW BUSINESS  

 

A. Mr. Harwood moved, and Mr. Macklin seconded, to spend $200 or less to buy a power 

washer.  Motion approved unanimously.   

 

B. Mr. Harwood moved, and Mr. Macklin seconded, to spend $100 to buy an ice fishing 

sled.  Motion approved unanimously.   

 

 

IV. INFORMATIONAL –  

 

A. Mr. Short noted that while he collected water samples after the storm he noticed thousands of 

tiny little clams at Southport Beach.  He also noted that there were oysters growing in the 

creek behind Southport Beach.  That may be a spot to consider in the future for 

restoration/development.   

 

B. Mr. Harwood noted that when he put down oyster shell at Sasco Beach, he put it down in a 

straight line for about 20 ft, hoping he could get a sense of how the wave action may be 

moving the shell.  When he went back to check, he noted that the shell was still in a straight 

line and had not been impacted by the wave action.   

 

V.   OTHER – 

 

A. Mr. Short suggested that the buoys used to mark the shellfishing areas should be marked as 

belonging to the Shellfish Commission.  He also suggested adding an informational notice 

about the buoys, so that the public is aware and does not try to remove them.   

 

B. Mr. Macklin inquired about getting new Shellfish Commission identification badges for the 

commissioners, as the one he has expired in 2019. 
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C. Mr. Short noted that Todd Koehnke may be appointed to fill the vacancy on Shellfish 

Commission, as Mr. Johnson has resigned.  Mr. Koehnke is awaiting consideration and 

approval of his appointment by the Board of Selectmen.   

 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT – none 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business to come before the Commission, Mr. 

Macklin moved and Ms. Savona seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:57 p.m. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Neafsey 


