
 

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION, AND APPROVAL 

BY THE SHELLFISH COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

SHELLFISH COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES – FEBRUARY 10, 2021 

 

The Shellfish Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting on Wednesday, 

January 13, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. via Teleconference, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: John C. Short, Jr., Chairman; Michael Harwood, Vice-Chairman; Sean 

Cowan; Lisette Enhoffer 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Timothy Macklin; Deborah Detmer; Todd Koehnke 

 

ALSO PRESENT:    

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER – And Establish Quorum: Mr. Short called the meeting to order at 7:35 

p.m. There was a quorum. 

 

I. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. Approval of Draft Meeting Minutes of January 13, 2021: Michael Harwood moved 

and Lisette Enhoffer seconded to approve the minutes of the January 13, 2021 as drafted.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Committee Reports: 

 

1. Clam Relay/Planting: Short, Macklin, Koehnke – Mr. Short noted that there is 

nothing new to report and that they will not be doing any relays or plantings until the 

water temperature is above 50 degrees.   

 

2. Water and Habitat Quality: Detmer, Enhoffer – Mr. Short reported that the 

shellfish beds were open for the entire month of January.   

 

Mr. Short noted that that he, Mr. Cowan, Ms. Detmer, Mr. Macklin and Mr. Harwood 

met at Southport Beach to do DNA sampling.  Samples were taken Tide Mill, 

Henderson Road, and the Unquowa Road bridge.  They discussed sampling during a 

rain event next.  Mr. Harwood noted that he would also like to sample during the 

spring season when there more activity near the water.  Mr. Short noted that when 

they get the sample results, he would like to set up another phone call with David 

Crane to explain the results.     

 

 

3. Permits and Access: Detmer, Enhoffer –  Ms. Enhoffer noted that 68 permits have 

been sold this year.  They will work on communications to get the word out that 
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permits can be purchased online.  Ms. Enhoffer noted that it seems many people did 

not know that the beds were open year round.   

 

3a. Southport Beach Reopening: Harwood, Cowan  –  Mr. Short suggested that Mr. 

Harwood and Mr. Cowan should get in touch with Alissa Dragan from Aquaculture 

or Dave Carey and set up a discussion with them to go over what is needed to 

possibly reopen that Southport Beach.   

 

4. Commercial Shellfish Regulations: Harwood, Macklin, Cowan – no report 

 

5. Oyster Bed Development:  Short, Harwood, Macklin, Koehnke – Mr. Short noted 

that Mr. Macklin is still collecting shell.  Mr. Harwood reported that the 23 bags are 

still at South Benson.  He noted that he usually checks them about once a week.   

 

Mr. Short noted that he submitted pictures of the work they had done in the fall 

processing the spat collectors, sorting and bagging oysters, etc to UCONN SeaGrant 

and gave photo credit to Fairfield Shellfish Commission.   

 

6. Communications: Detmer, Cowan – Mr. Cowan inquired about an email list that can 

be used to send out emails to permit holders or permit holders from previous years.  

Mr. Short noted that some permit holders give their email so that they can be notified 

about closures, but that he is not sure how that list can be used.  Mr. Cowan noted that 

they will reach out to the Conservation Department regarding the email list.  Mr. 

Cowan also noted they will get back to the Commission on the goals of the newsletter 

and how often they will be posting on social media.  Mr. Cowan also asked about 

money that had been approved for the purchase of a flag for the boat and what type of 

flag they had been looking for.   Mr. Short noted that money had been approved for a 

new flag in relation to the Memorial Day parade, but that it not been purchased.   

 

Mr. Short noted that they should send out emails to remind people that permits can be 

purchased online.  Mr. Harwood noted that they can also be purchased directly at the 

Parks & Recreation office on Mill Plain Road.  Mr. Cowan suggested an providing an 

incentive to increase permit sales.  He and Ms. Detmer will come up with a list of 

items that permit holders could possibly win as prizes.   

 

7. Downwellers: Harwood, Short, Cowan, Macklin, Koehnke – Mr. Harwood reported 

that he is trying to put together an order for the six downwellers.  He noted that the 

cost of the resin that is used to make the downwellers has increased 28% since they 

were first quoted, so he is getting an updated quote.  It was agreed that it would be 

easier and more cost effective to have the downwellers shipped instead of renting a 

truck.   

 

Mr. Short reported that a few changes had to be made to the Army Corps of 

Engineers application regarding the drawings of the intake and outlet pipes going into 

South Benson Marina, which has now been changed to a flexible hose with a buoy to 

hold the hose at least 18 inches off the bottom and an anchor to keep it in place.  
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There will be PVC sheathing over the buoy lines so there will be no entanglement of  

turtles and half inch mesh screen on the intake hose. Mr. Short worked with Shannon 

Kelly of the Aquaculture Department and resubmitted the application to the Army 

Corps. They are now working on the Certificate of Permission for the CT DEEP.  The 

Certificate of Permission should be submitted this week.   

 

C.       Report(s) From The Conservation Department: 

 

1. Shellfish Fund Balance: $32,936.70 as of January 31, 2021 

2. Shellfish Permits: 2021: 68 issued through January 31, 2021 

4. Shellfish Closure Period January 31, 2021: – Open 31 days; closed 0 days 

5. 2020-2021 Shellfish Commission Budget Status: noted  

 

II. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. 2021-22 FY Shellfish Commission Budget Request – status noted 

 

III.   NEW BUSINESS  

 

A. Mr. Short noted that an email had been forwarded from the Conservation Department 

regarding an error on the shellfish map.  It was agreed that they should review the map 

and look at the signs to determine what needs to be changed.   

 

IV. INFORMATIONAL –  

 

A. 2021 Gathering of Shellfish Commissions – February 13, 2021 – Some 

Commissioners noted that they had not received a formal invitation for the Gathering.  

The meeting information should have been in a link that was forwarded from the 

Conservation Department from Tessa Getchis.  Mr. Short noted that the meeting should 

be about two and a half hours, and is usually very informative.   

 

V.   OTHER –    

 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT – none 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business to come before the Commission, 

Lisette Enhoffer moved and Michael Harwood seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 p.m. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Neafsey 


