
 

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION, AND APPROVAL 

BY THE SHELLFISH COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

SHELLFISH COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES – JUNE 9, 2021 

 

The Shellfish Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting on Wednesday, June 

9, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. via Teleconference, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: John C. Short, Jr., Chairman; Michael Harwood, Vice-Chairman; Sean 

Cowan; Timothy Macklin; Todd Koehnke; Lisette Enhoffer 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Deborah Detmer 

 

ALSO PRESENT:    

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER – And Establish Quorum: Mr. Short called the meeting to order at 7:34 

p.m. There was a quorum. 

 

I. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. Approval of Draft Meeting Minutes of May 12, 2021:   
 

Todd Koehnke moved and Timothy Macklin seconded to approve the minutes of the May 

12, 2021 as drafted.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Committee Reports: 

 

1. Clam Relay/Planting: Short, Macklin, Koehnke – Mr. Short reported that 

approximately 6,600 clams were planted before Memorial Day.  The beds were 

closed for 2 days to allow the clams to dig in, and then the beds were closed due to 

rain.  The shellfish beds were reopened on Monday, June 7.   A relay may be done 

after July 4th.   

 

2. Water and Habitat Quality: Detmer, Enhoffer – Ms. Enhoffer reported that there 

has been 5.74 inches of rain as of June 1. The beds have been closed for 12 days this 

year.  For the month of May, the shellfish beds were open for 26 days, and closed for 

5 days.   

 

3. Permits and Access: Detmer, Enhoffer – Ms. Enhoffer reported that 173 permits 

have been sold to residents, 75 senior, and 14 to non-residents.  Total permit fees 

collected are $4,770.  40 applications were submitted by mail, and 226 were done on-

line.  Mr. Short noted that 262 permits had been issued as of May 31, but he was in 

Town Hall today and the total number permits sold as of today was 282.  Ms. 

Enhoffer noted that she knows some families that were interested in learning how to 
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harvest clams if any commissioners would like to help them learn.  Mr. Macklin 

noted that the low tide is 1:00 on Saturday June 19 if that time would work to set up a 

session. 

 

3a. Southport Beach Reopening: Harwood, Cowan – Mr. Harwood reported that a 

water sampling was done on June 3 after the rain on Memorial Day weekend.  This 

would be the second sampling of the required 15 samples after adverse conditions 

that are needed to reopen Southport Beach.  No results have been sent out yet.   

 

Mr. Harwood noted that 4 commissioners have attended the training to collect the 

water samples and that all of the water sampling tools are located in the shed. 

 

4. Commercial Shellfish Regulations: Harwood, Macklin, Cowan – no report 

 

5. Oyster Bed Development:  Short, Harwood, Macklin, Koehnke – Mr. Short stated 

that a lot work will need to be done this month for oyster development.  The spat 

collectors will need to be coated and installed in South Benson, and the oyster shells 

need to bagged and hung in Ye Yacht Yard.  This should be done by the beginning of 

July.  It should be about 10 hours of work per person.  The commission discussed 

which dates would be best and it was agreed they should meet this weekend at the 

Conservation workshop to assess what needs to be done.  They can reach out to 

volunteers for help with these activities as well. 

 

Mr. Macklin reported that they are still collecting shell from BRYAC.  Labels have 

been printed for the new shell collecting buckets.  Mr. Short noted that he will bring 

some buckets to Boca restaurant to inquire if they are interested in collecting shell. 

 

Mr. Short noted that there are two bags of spat on shell in Ye Yacht Yard.  The rest of 

the bags were moved to Ash Creek to help rejuvenate the oyster bed there.  A bag of 

adult oysters is in South Benson marina.  Mr. Short noted that they could put a few 

buckets of shell down on the sand flats in Southport Harbor and then put the adult 

oysters on that shell.   

 

Mr. Short also noted that the oysters hanging in South Benson need to be sorted.  The 

bigger oysters can be put in the grow out bags, and the smaller oysters can be saved 

for the downwellers.   

 

Mr. Short stated that the state has a shellfish restoration plan that they are putting into 

effect.  Mr. Short, Mr. Harwood met with Tessa Getchis and her team to assess the 

work at Ash Creek and Ye Yacht Yard, as well as areas by Tide Mill and Sasco 

Creek.  Mr. Short noted that he has pictures if any of the commissioners want to see 

them.  It was also noted that the state was impressed with Fairfield’s available 

shellfish resources.   

 

6. Communications: Detmer, Cowan –  Mr. Cowan reported that low tide is early this 

weekend, so if any commissioner is available to help permit holders learn to harvest 
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clams, they can promote it on Facebook.  Mr. Cowan noted that they get about 30 

likes on each Facebook post, but that it is mostly from the same people.  He suggested 

sharing the posts on the personal feeds to reach a larger audience.   

 

Mr. Cowan noted that he has the hardware for flags for the boat.  They are ready to be 

installed once they pick a location.  The boat does not need to be out of the water to 

install the hardware.  After a brief discussion, it was decided that the hardware should 

be installed on the bow.   

 

Mr. Short noted that the winner of the giveaway was extremely happy with their 

prize.   

 

7. Downwellers: Harwood, Short, Cowan, Macklin, Koehnke –  Mr. Harwood reported 

that the downwellers were moved from the Conservation Workshop to the South 

Benson Marina parking lot on May 13.  They are now set in place at the Marina.  

They are still waiting on the Certificate of Permission from the state.  It was noted 

that they can set up the piping before they get the COP.  Mr. Short noted that he has 8 

totes now, and has been looking for more totes as well. The Commission agreed that 

the smaller oysters that they already have can be used in the downwellers, rather than 

buying seed this first year.  Mr. Short acquired a 1 hp pump, which has a two inch 

inlet and outlet and only draws 8.8 amps, so it should be suitable for the power that 

they have there.  Once the oysters are grown in the downwellers, they will need to 

find a place to put them.  Sasco Beach and Southport Harbor were discussed as 

possible areas, as other areas are prohibited.   

 

Mr. Harwood noted that he has spoken with the Conservation Department regarding 

moving the shell to Sasco Beach.  He does not have a date yet. 

 

Mr. Harwood also noted that he spoke with the guard at the marina and the police 

regarding concerns about the possibility vandalism to the downwellers.  They will 

keep an eye on it, and it was noted that there are cameras in the area.  Mr. Macklin 

noted that he spoke with Yankee Electric about a lockbox for the outlet to make sure 

that the downwellers do not get unplugged.    

 

C.       Report(s) From The Conservation Department: 

 

1. Shellfish Fund Balance: $32,362.70 as of May 31, 2021 

2. Shellfish Permits: 2021: 262 issued through May 31, 2021 (1 voided) 

4. Shellfish Closure Period April 30, 2021: – Open 139 days; closed 12 days 

5. 2020-2021 Shellfish Commission Budget Status: noted  

 

II. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. 2021-22 FY Shellfish Commission Budget Request –  no report 
 

III.   NEW BUSINESS  -   none 
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A.   

 

IV. INFORMATIONAL  
 

A. Mr. Short noted that there was an email earlier in the month regarding hundreds of dead baby 

lobsters on the beach.  Mr. Short sent the email to the Department of Agriculture, Bureau of 

Aquaculture, who sent it to DEEP Marine Fisheries Division.  The response was that they 

were not lobsters, but crayfish, most likely leftovers from a shellfish boil that was dumped at 

the beach.   

 

B. Ms. Enhoffer noted that she saw a post on Facebook regarding the slipper shells on the 

shoreline that said someone from the Department of Marine Sciences was coming to look at 

them.   

 

V.   OTHER –   none 

 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT – none 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business to come before the Commission, 

Timothy Macklin moved and Lisette Enhoffer seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:31 p.m. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Neafsey 


