
 

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION, AND APPROVAL 

BY THE SHELLFISH COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

SHELLFISH COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES – MARCH 10, 2021 

 

The Shellfish Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting on Wednesday, 

March 10, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. via Teleconference, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: John C. Short, Jr., Chairman; Michael Harwood, Vice-Chairman; 

Deborah Detmer, Secretary; Sean Cowan; Timothy Macklin; Todd Koehnke 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Lisette Enhoffer 

 

ALSO PRESENT:    

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER – And Establish Quorum: Mr. Short called the meeting to order at 7:35 

p.m. There was a quorum. 

 

I. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. Approval of Draft Meeting Minutes of February 10, 2021:  

 

Mr. Harwood noted that under section B. Committee Report, 5. Oyster Bed 

Development, he had stated 23 bags of oysters were at South Benson, but the number of 

bags was 43.  He would like the minutes to reflect this correction.  

 

Timothy Macklin moved and Todd Koehnke seconded to approve the minutes of the 

February 10, 2021 as drafted, with the above correction.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Committee Reports: 

 

1. Clam Relay/Planting: Short, Macklin, Koehnke – Mr. Short noted that there is 

nothing new to report.  They will set up a relay or planting in May, once the water 

temperature hits 50 degrees.   

 

2. Water and Habitat Quality: Detmer, Enhoffer – Ms. Detmer reported that the 

shellfish beds are currently open and were open for the entire month of February.  

Ms. Detmer inquired if there had been any follow up for the DNA testing that was 

conducted last month.  Mr. Short noted that they will do more sampling the next time 

it rains and send all of the samples in together.   

 

3. Permits and Access: Detmer, Enhoffer – Ms. Detmer reported that 87 permits have 

been sold to date.  Mr. Cowan noted that he spoke with the Conservation Department 

and the Commission has access to the previous year’s email list.  He will draft an 
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email to send once they have discussed the possible incentives they want to offer for 

permit sales.  Mr. Short suggested making a social media post regarding permit 

purchases.     

 

3a. Southport Beach Reopening: Harwood, Cowan – Mr. Harwood reported that he has 

sent emails to Dave Carey and Alissa Dragan regarding what steps need to be taken to 

reopen Southport Beach.  He stated that Alissa Dragan sent over the National 

Sanitation Survey for review, which he was then able to discuss with her.  He noted 

that there is generally a three-year timeline for a project like this, although Fairfield 

already has some items complete.  A shoreline survey is a requirement.  Fairfield has 

already had a shoreline survey completed, which is valid until 2027.  They will then 

need to write an updated Memorandum of Understanding.  Mapping will also be 

needed, which can be done through Ms. Dragan’s department.  Another requirement 

of opening the beds is to do 15 separate water surveys that occur after an adverse 

event, which would be half an inch of rain in 4 days.  Alissa has volunteered to give 

the Commission a water quality sampling training class so that they can do the 

sampling.  Mr. Harwood will send out some dates for that.  Ms. Dragan will send 

more information, along with the shoreline survey and the testing locations that 

DEEP uses. Mr. Harwood also noted that opening the shellfish bed at Southport 

Beach can be seasonal – it does not need to be open for the full year.    

 

Mr. Harwood also noted that there was an environmental testing crew taking samples 

near the bathroom at Southport Beach.  He spoke with one of the crew, and asked 

about a possible septic pipe under the road for the beach club and was directed to 

speak to the Engineering Department.  He also noted that when he spoke with Ms. 

Dragan, she had stated that they had tested the area with a dye flush and did not find 

any seepage.   

 

4. Commercial Shellfish Regulations: Harwood, Macklin, Cowan – no report 

 

5. Oyster Bed Development:  Short, Harwood, Macklin, Koehnke – Mr. Macklin 

reported that the oyster shell recycling is ongoing.  He also noted that he checked 

where they laid the oyster shell at Sasco and did not see much there.  He inquired 

about what the plan is for the oysters in the bags at South Benson.  Mr. Short stated 

that they should test to see how many of the oysters would fit in the bottom of the 

downwellers.  He noted that they should also inspect the spot at Sasco during low 

tide.   

 

Mr. Harwood noted that one downweller can hold 60,000 -12mm- oysters.  He 

estimates they can fill two or three downwellers with what they have in the bags.  He 

noted there are also 18 bags hanging at Ye Yacht Yard, but does not know the size of 

those.  Mr. Short noted that he would like to put those up Mill River to see how they 

grow.   

 

6. Communications: Detmer, Cowan – Mr. Cowan suggested breaking up the 

newsletter and using the bits of information as Facebook posts.  Mr. Short noted that 
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the newsletter is available on Facebook and on the website.  He suggested that some 

people prefer to read the full newsletter instead of interacting with Facebook posts.  

Mr. Cowan noted that they can do both the newsletter and then put some of the 

newsletter information in multiple Facebook media posts.  Mr. Cowan noted that he 

would like to use Instagram to post images of people actively using their permit.  He 

suggested the different social media platforms should have different messages, such 

as beautiful imagery or informational posts.     

 

There was a brief discussion about what kind of flag to purchase to the boat.  The 

total cost for two flags would be about $110.  Ms. Detmer noted that they had created 

custom flags with the Shellfish Commission logo.   

 

Deborah Detmer moved, and Timothy Macklin seconded to approve the expenditure 

of up to $150 for the purchase of two flags and mounts for the boat – a United States 

flag and a custom flag.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

Mr Cowan suggested offering a Hummock Island oyster tour as an incentive to 

promote permit sales.  The retail price for the tours is $90.  The winners will be 

chosen randomly and the prize would be a pair of tickets for a tour.  The tours run 

from May through November.  Mr. Cowan stated that he would research this more 

and come back to the Commission for approval.     

 

7. Downwellers: Harwood, Short, Cowan, Macklin, Koehnke – Mr. Harwood reported 

that they purchased six totes and are waiting for them to be delivered.  They will be 

stored at the Conservation Workshop.  He noted that a logo can be put on the totes 

and would like to put the Shellfish Commission logo on it.  Ms. Detmer noted that she 

will send a copy of the logo to Mr. Harwood.  Mr. Short reported that all of the 

permits have been submitted and they are waiting to hear from DEEP and ACOE, as 

well as waiting for the Certificate of Permission.  Mr. Harwood also noted that they 

need to look into buying seed.  They are able to import seed from New Jersey and 

areas north, up through Maine.  Dave Cary will send him paperwork needed for 

purchasing seed. Mr. Short also noted that the Commission can tour Norm Bloom’s 

system to see how it is set up. 

 

C.       Report(s) From The Conservation Department: 

 

1. Shellfish Fund Balance: $29,072.70 as of February 28, 2021 

2. Shellfish Permits: 2021: 87 issued through February 28, 2021 

4. Shellfish Closure Period February 28, 2021: – Open 59 days; closed 0 days 

5. 2020-2021 Shellfish Commission Budget Status: noted  

 

II. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. 2021-22 FY Shellfish Commission Budget Request – status noted 
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B.  Review of Gathering of the Shellfish Commissioners – Mr. Cowan and Mr. Short noted 

that they listened to this year’s Gathering of the Shellfish Commissioners.  Mr. Short 

noted that Fairfield and Westport appear to be putting down the most clams.  Westport 

put out about 960 bushels of clams and Fairfield put out about 250 bushels.  There was a 

segment about algae blooms, and it was noted that if anyone sees an algae bloom they 

should call the Milford lab or try to take a sample.  There may be a recording of the 

meeting on UCONN’s website.    

 

 

III.   NEW BUSINESS  - none 

 

 

IV. INFORMATIONAL – none 

 

 

V.   OTHER –   Mr. Harwood inquired if they can do a sampling of shellfish in Southport Beach 

to see what kind of stock they have there.  Mr. Short noted that they can dig for clams there.  A 

low tide at the end of April may be a good time to try this.   

 

Ms. Detmer inquired about the possibility of the Memorial Day Parade.  Mr. Harwood noted that 

he has not received anything about this, but will reach out to Betsy Browne to confirm.  It was 

the consensus of the Commission that if there is a parade, they would like to participate in it.   

 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT – none 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business to come before the Commission, 

Deborah Detmer moved and Sean Cowan seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Neafsey 


