
 

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
LAND ACQUISITION COMMISSION 

 MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 16, 2019 

 

Present: Michael Widmer, Adam Goodman, Jeff Galdenzi, Tara Hawley, Bob Daly, Linda Batchelder, James Pjura,  
Brian Carey 

 
I. Call Meeting to Order 

Chair called the meeting to order at 6:06pm in the John J Sullivan Independence Hall 2nd Floor Conservation 
Department conference room. 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

There was no flag in in Conservation Department conference room and the Pledge of Allegiance was not 
performed. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes 

Galdenzi motioned and Hawley seconded to approve the Land Acquisition Commission (LAC) meeting minutes 
from July 11, 2018, motion passed unanimously.  Batchelder motioned and Hawley seconded to approve the LAC 
meeting minutes from October 2, 2018, motion passed unanimously. 
 

IV. 2019 LAC Officer Elections 

Batchelder motioned to reelect the current Land Acquisition Commission slate of officers (Mike Widmer - Chair, 
Jeff Galdenzi – Vice Chair, & Adam Goodman - Secretary), Hawley seconded, motion passed unanimously. 
 

V. Chairman’s Report 

a. Current Vacancies – LAC Alternates 
Widmer urged the group to continue to think about inviting two people to be on the LAC.  Additionally, 
there may be another vacancy within the current commission. 
 

b. GIS Mapping – Open Space Inventory 
Widmer attempted to ascertain how much open space exists in Fairfield using the Fairfield online GIS 
database.  Widmer’s open space calculation included public and private golf courses, beaches, school 
ball fields, Aspetuck Land Trust, Audubon, Aquarion, State of CT, private associates (Lake Hills, Southport 
Woods, The Ridge, etc), and cemetery properties.  This estimate depends on several assumptions 
including most importantly how open space is defined.  The tabulation determined that Fairfield has 
approximately 4,200 acres of open space.  This number is very close to the LAC goal of 70 acres per 1000 
people or 60,000 (population of Fairfield) x 0.07 = 4200 acres.   
 
 
 



c. Miscellaneous 
Daly discussed a notice he received about a March CT land use law meeting.  Widmer thought it would 
be good if a commission member would attend.  Carey will help disseminate information about this 
meeting to others.  
 
Hawley forwarded information about a $3,000 real estate grant for beautification of town owned land.  
The commission brainstormed about ideas for this grant.  Carey has ideas but suggested they may not 
be very prominent.  Goodman suggested using this grant for wildlife viewing blinds on the newly 
acquired land on Oldfield Road. 
 

VI. Old Business – Brian Carey 
 

a. 760 Oldfield Road 
Fairfield received a State grant for this property.  Carey hopes to close on it in March, but work is still 
needed to address the conservation commission, board of finance, and RTM.  A Phase I Environmental 
Site Assessment was completed and didn’t show any concerns except for some garbage that needs to be 
cleaned up on the property.    The LAC is grateful for how the process was shepherded through by Carey 
to make this acquisition easier. 
 

b. 150 Trail Street 
A neighbor bid $32,518, however the town wanted to table it again because all the neighbors were not 
notified.  Carey will send certified letters to the neighbors to assess additional interest and another bid 
process will begin. 
 

c. 1150 Westport Turnpike 
This is still for sale. 
 

d. 145 Grace Street 
Property near Nutmeg Bowl in Fairfield is still for sale. 

 
VII. New Business 

The property 373 cross highway, next to the Timothy Dwight school, is for sale and received a $38,000 appraisal.  
It is 2.21 acres adjacent to Fairfield’s Binger open space, but unfortunately is almost entirely wetlands.   

VIII. Adjournment 

Batchelder motioned for adjournment and Goodman seconded.  Widmer called the meeting at 7:04pm.  Next 
meeting is on April 10, 2019. 

Respectively submitted by, 
 
Adam Goodman Secretary, LAC 


