
 
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

LAND ACQUISITION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

January 10, 2018 
 

Present: Michael Widmer, Adam Goodman, Jeff Galdenzi, Tara Hawley, James Pjura 

I. Chair called the meeting to order at 7:40pm in the John J Sullivan Independence Hall Lower Level conference 
room. 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Approval of Minutes: Galdenzi motioned and Pjura seconded to approve the LAC meeting minutes from October 
4, 2017, motion passed unanimously. 
 

IV. 2018 Officer Elections: 
i. Chair – Mike Widmer 

ii. Vice Chair – Jeff Galdenzi 
iii. Secretary – Adam Goodman 

Pjura motioned to nominate the above individuals to the listed positions, Widmer seconded, 
and it passed unanimously.  

 
V. Chairman’s Report:  

a. Current Vacancies: Currently there are two vacancies for alternate LAC members.  The LAC is seeking 
resumes from any party affiliation.  Frankenburg and Balan’s terms expired November 2017. Bob Daley 
couldn’t make the meeting, but he is now a full commission member.   

b. Open Space Report: The LAC has an opportunity to be more directional and provide Fairfield with a 
strategic open space plan that would define current open space inventory and identify potential for 
additional open space/vacant properties.  David Brant from the Aspetuck Land Trust will be at the next 
meeting on April 4th to discuss their efforts to preserve land and create connected greenways/open 
spaces and how we can work together in this common goal. 

c. Widmer reflected on former LAC member Jeanne Harrison who passed away in December.  Harrison was 
remembered for painting the town’s fire hydrants as British Redcoats and was the Fairfielder of the Year 
in 2014. 
 

VI. Conservation Director Brian Carey discussed CT DEEP Grant Application/Conveyance of adjacent State Property 
for 5655 Park Ave and the 760 Oldfield Road opportunity (see below). 
 

VII. Old Business:  
a. 2018 Meeting Dates – January 10, April 4, July 11, October 3 
b. 5655 Park Ave – Carey discussed that with the CT DEEP Grant, this property only cost Fairfield $81,000 

and paid out of the Smith Richardson Trust Fund.  The conveyance of the adjoining state property closed 
on September 17, 2017.  Total size of preserved land is 10.85 acres.  
 
 
 
 



VIII. New Business:  760 Oldfield Road 
This 3 acre property has ~2.5 acres in the marsh located on the north side of Oldfield Road adjacent to a 
small bridge over Pine Creek.  Carey indicated the owner is interested in developing the property, but 
faces major headwinds because of a negative DEEP report and need for a variance for frontage access.  
Carey suggested that it might be better to apply for a grant so Fairfield can preserve the property.  The 
grant would provide 50% of the funding with the remaining coming out of the Smith Richardson Trust 
Fund. The benefits to Fairfield include access to the bridge, which is old and will need to be replaced.  As 
it stands now Fairfield would need a temporary or permanent easement to access the bridge for repairs.  
Additionally, preserving this open space could provide a recreational opportunity by extending the Frank 
Rice trail and/or having a bird blind for wildlife viewing.  The negative aspects of this transaction would 
be losing the estimated $2,400 in tax revenue.   
 
Hawley motioned to support the Fairfield Conservation Department recommendation to submit an open 
space acquisition grant for the purchase of this property.  Widmer seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

IX. Adjournment:   Pjura motioned for adjournment and Galdenzi seconded.  Widmer called the meeting at 8:25pm.  

Next meeting April 4, 2018. 

 

Respectively submitted by, 
 
Adam Goodman Secretary, LAC 


