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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY MEETING 

JANUARY 8, 2020 

 

The Conservation Commission, acting as the Inland Wetlands Agency of the Town of Fairfield, 

held a Meeting on Wednesday, January 8, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Board of Education 

Conference Room, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chair; Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice-Chair; Catherine 

O’Donnell, Secretary; Charlie Rowan; Felicia Watson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Elizabeth Jones; Richard D’Amico; Brian McCann 

 

ALTERNATES: Nelson North; Milan Bull 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation 

Administrator; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. 

 

II. APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY:  Chairman Gumpper 

appointed Milan Bull and Nelson North to sit as full members. 

 

III. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Approval of Meeting Minutes of December 4, 2019 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the Inland Wetlands Agency 

Minutes of December 4, 2019.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

B. Approval of Recording Secretary’s Bill of 12/04/19 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill 

of December 4, 2019.  

 

C. Approval of Special Meeting Minutes of December 18, 2019 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the Inland Wetlands Agency 

Minutes of December 18, 2019.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

D. Approval of Recording Secretary’s Bill of 12/18/19 
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There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill 

of December 18, 2019.  

 

IV. INLAND WETLANDS – LEGAL/ENFORCEMENT ACTION 

 

1. Violation – Filling wetland soil and piping watercourse within a regulated area, now 

owned by Connecticut Congress II LLC, discovered during Sonnenfeld IWPA 

processing, but violation likely existed for decades, 4900 Congress Street, Assessor’s 

Map 167 Parcel 2 

   

Ms. Jacobson noted that the restoration is going well, but will not be finished until the 

plantings can be done in the spring.  It was initially anticipated there would be one 

channel, but a second stone lined channel was opened to pick up the flow as well.  It was 

noted that the new owner is voluntarily restoring this violation.  Photos of the progress 

were distributed.   

 

V. INLAND WETLANDS DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

 

A. OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. IWPA 2010-11-01, originally Fairfield Gateway, LLC, now Fairfield Medical, 

LLC, 4185 Black Rock Turnpike 

Request of Christopher Smith, Esq. for a wetland permit modification from a 

medical building to residential building, etc.  

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that this was held over from the last meeting so that the Agency 

could further review the plans.  Chairman Gumpper noted that this is not a public 

hearing, but that if Attorney Smith wishes to speak, he may.  Atty Smith gave a brief 

history of the application, approval and past modification.  He noted that the 

regulated activities are remaining the same and that there is no work to be done in any 

wetlands or watercourse.  It was the position of the applicant that the proposed 

modification will have no adverse impacts, less site disturbance, less impervious area, 

and less disturbance within the regulated areas than the previous modification.  

Attorney Smith noted that he mailed certified notices of this application regarding this 

modification request to the Department of Public Health and Aquarion as per CGS 8-

3(i).   

 

A member of the public spoke, noting that the changes are not minimal, as there are 

grading and drainage changes that have not been reviewed by the Town Engineering 

Department.   

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that she has submitted a memo dated December 3, 2019 to the 

Commission with her recommendation that a new wetland permit be required for the 

proposal changes.   
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After a brief discussion, there was a consensus from the Agency to take up the 

question of whether there were enough changes to the proposal in terms of grading 

and drainage, and differences from the previous approval to warrant the requirement 

of a new Inland Wetlands Permit Application.  Modification requires new IWPA: In 

favor: Gumpper, Hauhuth, O’Donnell, Watson, Rowan, North.  Opposed: Bull.  

Action passed 6-1.  The letter conveying the decision is attached (A).   

 

Director Carey noted that the previous IWP approval from 2010 is still valid and in 

effect – that the applicant can still build the approved medical building that received 

the 2015 modification.  It is this new modification for residences that will require a 

new Inland Wetlands Permit.  

 

2. IWPA 2019-20-07, Primrose Development, LLC, 5545 Park Avenue, Assessor’s 

Map 14, Parcel 2 

Demolish existing structures and Construct Multi-Unit Apartment Structure 

parking and draining within a regulated area. 

 

Ray Rizzio, attorney for the applicant stated that the applicant agrees with the staff 

recommendation. 

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that this is the fifth time that the property has been reviewed by 

staff.  The Engineering Department has reviewed the current application and a few 

minor changes that are included in the conditions in the staff recommendation.  

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the application with 

standard and specific conditions of approval.  The letter conveying the decision is 

attached (B).   

 

B. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Request for Release of Performance Bond: 

 

a. IWP 2017-18-18 LEM Construction, 278 Pansy Road, New House 

construction within a regulated area.  Request of Lucas Papageorge for final 

release of $15,400 

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that the plantings in the Conservation Easement need to 

survive through one more growing season.  She recommends a partial bond 

release of $14,500.  

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the partial bond 

release of $14,500.   

 

b. EMERGENCY/IWP 2019-20-04, Donovan, 19 Westbrook Place, Bank 

stabilization within a regulated area.  Request of Ms. Donovan for final 

release of $19,800. 
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Ms. Jacobson noted that she recommends a partial bond release of $16,800.  Staff 

would like to make sure the bank stabilization holds together and the planting 

survive before the final bond release.   

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the partial bond 

release of $16,800.  

 

2. Monthly wetland business update for the Agency - informational 

 

VI. NEW APPLICATION 

 

1. IWPA 2019-20-08, Miller, 550 Old Oaks Road 

Assessor’s Map 42, Parcel 20 Invasive Species Control, Create Rear Yard and 

Construct House Addition & Cover Deck within a regulated area. 

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that disturbances are proposed within wetland soil, but that staff 

believes that this proposal can be non-significant, and still be handled without need 

for a public hearing.   

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to table this application pending legal 

notice and departmental review. 

  

At this time, there was unanimous consent from the Agency to take up the supplemental 

agenda.   

 

I. NEW APPLICATION 

 

1. IWPA 2019-20-09, Country Club of Fairfield, 936 Sasco Hill Road, Assessor’s 

Map 239 Parcel 12 Maintenance of Watercourses within a regulated area. 

    

Ms. Jacobson noted that disturbances are proposed within watercourses—what they 

call ditches, to remove accumulated sediment, but that staff believes that this proposal 

can be non-significant, and still be handled without need for a public hearing.   

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to table this application pending legal 

notice and departmental review. 

 

2. IWPA 2019-20-10, Orazio, Wood Orazio, & Tomis 64 and 82 Coral Drive  

Assessor’s Map 76 Parcels 122 & 123 

Correct violation disturbances for fill in wetlands, and construct fencing and 

piping within wetland soil within a regulated area. 

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that around 2007, the piping was done in violation, as well as the 

construction of a fence and a concrete dog run within wetland soil.  They are 

proposing to restore what they can, but are requesting to leave the piping as they think 
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that it will flood the house.  She noted that staff does not think that this would be 

significant to require a public hearing.  

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to table this application pending 

departmental review.   

 

The Agency then returned to the regular agenda.  

 

VII. OTHER 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business, there was unanimous consent from 

the Agency to adjourn the meeting at 7:46 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 


