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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY MEETING 

NOVEMBER 4, 2020 

 

The Conservation Commission, acting as the Inland Wetlands Agency of the Town of Fairfield, 

held a Meeting on Wednesday, November 4, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. via Tele-conference. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: In-Person: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice-Chair; 

Charlie Rowan; Elizabeth Jones  

Via Telephone: Catherine O’Donnell, Secretary; Felicia Watson  

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Richard D’Amico; Brian McCann 

 

ALTERNATES: In-Person: Nelson North 

       Via Telephone: Dabney Bowen 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation 

Administrator; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

II.  APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper 

appointed Nelson North to sit as a full member. 

 

VI.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Kevin Gumpper recused himself from the following matter and did not participate.  Jennifer 

Hauhuth chaired this item only. 

 

 1. IWPA 2020-21-03, Sebestyen, 545 Bronson Road, 

Assessor’s Map 229 Parcel 206 

Subdivide to construct new house and excavate in and around wetlands & 

watercourse to create a new wetland within a regulated area. 

 

The public hearing was opened at 7:06 p.m. 

 

William Fitzpatrick, attorney for the applicant, gave a brief description of the property 

and proposal and introduced the project team of William Kenny, from William Kenny 

Associates, and Michael Buturla, from The Huntington Company.  Attorney Fitzpatrick 

stated that the only condition of the staff recommendation that the applicant does not 

agree with is a portion of Condition *4,  which asks for a Conservation Easement with an 

open ended  invasive species control plan, and noting that the applicant is agreeable to the 
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Conservation Easement and proposing an alternate invasive species control plan, limiting 

it to a 3 year agreement to diminish the presence of vines.   

 

William Kenny summarized his review of the project, noting that the proposed expansion 

of wetlands on the property will provide a net benefit to the wetlands and will expand the 

wetlands on the property to 4,000 sq ft.  The expanded depressional wetlands will be able 

to hold more water, provide flood control, provide more opportunity to flush water and 

improve habitat value.  The Huntington Company has designed a stormwater detention 

system to manage the storm water runoff from the lots before it would reach the Mill 

River.   

 

Ms. Jacobson summarized her staff recommendation for conditional approval dated 

October 26, 2020.  She stated that the area is currently overrun with aggressive invasive 

species and the invasive species control will need to be maintained after the wetlands is 

expanded, otherwise the invasive species will overtake the wetlands again.  She noted 

that she could be satisfied with a 5-yr invasive species control plan, but that it should 

include all invasive species, not only vines, and that it should call for the invasive species 

to be completely removed, not diminished.   

 

Chairman Gumpper stated that Ms. O’Donnell and Ms. Watson are no longer on the 

telephone and have left the meeting.   

 

The public hearing was closed at 7:29 p.m.  The hearing was recorded and is available at 

Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT.  

 

 

 2.   IWPA 2020-21-04, Webber, 957 Fairfield Woods Road, 

Assessor’s Map 74 Parcel 10 

Fill wetlands for new driveway crossing and construct new pool and patio within a 

regulated area. 

 

  The public hearing was opened at 7:37 p.m. 

 

William Pollack, landscape architect with Keith Simpson Associates and representative 

for the applicant, gave a brief overview of the project, noting that the applicant is 

proposing to relocate the existing driveway to Lemon Court due to safety concerns with 

the existing driveway on Fairfield Woods Road.  Mr. Pollack noted that to create the 

driveway, 975 sq ft of wetlands that is currently maintained as lawn would need to be 

filled, but that they are proposing to convert existing wetland soil lawn area into a 

wetland meadow, with native vegetation, seed mix, wildflower, grasses, and shrubs.  

They are also proposing a Conservation Easement, which would be delineated by a split 

rail fence along most of the easement, with the area of the easement near the pool to be 

delineated by a low stone wall.  A rain garden is proposed to collect storm water runoff 

from the driveway.  Through discussions with both the Engineering and Conservation 

Departments, the applicant has agreed to relocate the rain garden to the opposite side of 

the driveway, further away from Fairfield Woods Road.   
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The public hearing was closed at 7:51 p.m.  The hearing was recorded and is available at 

Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT.  

 

 

Kevin Gumpper recused himself from the following matter only and did not participate.  Jennifer 

Hauhuth chaired this item only.  

 

 1. IWPA 2020-21-03, Sebestyen, 545 Bronson Road, 

Assessor’s Map 229 Parcel 206 

Subdivide to construct new house and excavate in and around wetlands & 

watercourse to create a new wetland within a regulated area. 

 

There was a brief discussion about the invasive species control plan.  The consensus of 

the Agency was that limiting it to 5 years would be sufficient, and that it should include 

the removal of all invasive species.   

 

Elizabeth Jones moved and Nelson North seconded to approve the application with the 

suggested findings of fact, and the standard and specific conditions of approval as 

recommended by staff, with the inclusion of a 5-year time period for invasive species 

control in Condition *4.  Motion passed unanimously.  The letter conveying this decision 

is attached (A).   

 

 2. IWPA 2020-21-04, Webber, 957 Fairfield Woods Road, 

Assessor’s Map 74 Parcel 10 

Fill wetlands for new driveway crossing and construct new pool and patio within a 

regulated area. 

 

Nelson North moved, and Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to approve the application with the 

suggested finding of fact, and the standard and specific conditions of approval, as 

recommended by staff, including the condition to relocate the proposed rain garden to the 

other side of the driveway.  Motion passed unanimously.  The letter conveying the 

decision is attached (B).   

 

III.  BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

 A. Approval of Meeting Minutes of October 7, 2020 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the meeting minutes of 

October 7, 2020, as drafted. 

 

 B. Approval  of recording secretary’s bill of 10/07/20 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill 

of October 7, 2020.  
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IV.  INLAND WETLANDS  - LEGAL/ENFORCEMENT ACTION 

 

1. Continued From October 7, 2020 

 SHOW CAUSE VIOLATION HEARING – Cease, Desist & Correct Order 

1081 Redding Road, Abby M. Taylor, Trustee, Assessor’s Map 221 Parcel 29, 

Channelization of Stream Course and Filling of wetland soil and filling within a 

floodplain 

 

  The Show Cause Hearing was re-opened at 7:57 p.m. 

 

Mr. Carey noted that he had met with the homeowner, their counsel, and their consultant 

last week, and will be following up at the end of the week to discuss the specifics of the 

restoration.  Mr. Carey noted that the main issue is that boulders were used to channelize 

portion of brook that runs southwest of her property, and that the addition of fill can 

impact downstream properties.  The homeowner has agreed to remove and naturalize the 

disturbed area.  Mr. Carey indicated that the show cause hearing should be continued 

while they finalize the restoration plan, but if the restoration does not happen in a timely 

matter, he will bring the matter back to the Agency.   

 

  There was unanimous consent from the Agency to continue the Show Cause Hearing. 

 

The Show Cause Hearing was stopped at 8:00 p.m.  The hearing was recorded and is 

available at Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT.   

 

V.  INLAND WETLANDS DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

 

 A. OLD BUSINESS 

 

  1. IWPA 2020-21-05, Milicia, 2780 Redding Road 

   Assessor’s Map 167 Parcel 15 

   Subdivide to construct new house and pool within a regulated area. 

 

  There was unanimous consent from the Agency to table the matter until the  

  December 2 meeting, pending departmental review.   

 

 B.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

  1.  Request for Release of Performance Bond: 

 

a. IWP 2016-17-12, Sia, 63 Hill Farm Road, Construct new house and septic 

system within a regulated area.  Request of Michael Sia for final release of 

$2000. 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the final bond release.   
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b. IWP 2017-18-18, LEM Construction, 278 Pansy Road, Construct new house 

within a regulated area.  Request of Lucas Papageorge for final release of 

$1000. 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the final bond release.   

 

c. IWP 2019-20-03, Brooklawn Country Club, 500 Algonquin Road, 

Emergency Bank Stabilization Project.  Request for a partial release of 

$14,000.00 Remaining balance $3,900.00 

 

Mr. Carey noted that a partial bond release is recommended as the plantings need 

to be more established.  Based on nature of the floodway, the remaining bond 

should be held for two years.   

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the partial bond 

release of $14,000.   

 

  2.  Monthly wetland business update for the Agency - informational 

 

VII.  OTHER – none 

 

VIII.  ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business, there was unanimous consent from 

the Agency to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m.  

 

The audio recording can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XnGjjjp1imc 

  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 

 


