
-1- 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2020 

 

The Conservation Commission, acting as the Inland Wetlands Agency of the Town of Fairfield, 

held a Special Meeting on Wednesday, September 9, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Board of 

Education Conference Room, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut and via Public TV 

and Tele-conference. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: In person: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice-Chair; 

Catherine O’Donnell, Secretary; Charlie Rowan; Felicia Watson; Elizabeth Jones 

Via Telephone: Dabney Bowen  

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Richard D’Amico; Brian McCann 

 

ALTERNATES: Nelson North 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation 

Administrator; members of the public  

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m. 

 

II.  APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper appointed 

Nelson North to sit as a full member. 

 

III.  BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. Approval of Meeting Minutes of August 26, 2020 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the meeting minutes of 

August 26, 2020. 

 

B. Approval of Recording Secretary’s bill of August 26, 2020 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill 

of August 26, 2020.  

 

 

IV.INLAND WETLANDS DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

 

A. OLD BUSINESS 
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1. IWPA 2020-21-01, Wisniewski, 1019 Mill Hill Terrace 

Assessors Map 243, Parcel 63 

Demolish existing house & construct duplex within a regulated area. 

 

Ms. Jacobson stated that the applicant has agreed to all of the staff recommendations 

except for the condition regarding plantings.  Ms. Jacobson noted that the applicant 

had disturbed an area on the neighboring property.  She has asked for the offered 

Conservation Easement area and the disturbed area on the neighboring property to be 

densely planted with native shrubs to suppress the invasive species growth.  The 

applicant wishes to plant these areas as a meadow.   

 

After discussion, there was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the 

application, with the suggested findings of fact and the standard and specific 

conditions of approval as recommended by staff.  The letter conveying the decision is 

attached (A). 

 

2. Emergency/IWPA 2020-21-02, Ambrose, Esq., 180 Hill Brook Lane 

Assessor’s Map 148 Parcel 62 

Construct Replacement Driveway Bridge crossing within a regulated area. 

 

Mr. Carey noted that this emergency work was done in March.   

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the application, with the 

suggested findings of fact and the standard and specific conditions of approval as 

recommended by staff.  The letter conveying the decision is attached (B). 

 

B. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Request of Country Club of Fairfield by John Fallon, Esq for a modification of 

IWP 2018-19-18 936 Sasco Hill Road, construct new clubhouse, etc within a 

regulated area.  Request to re-locate the proposed pro-shop/cart barn within the 

approved disturbance area. 

 

Mr. Carey noted that this application was approved by the Agency in 2019.  The 

project is currently being constructed, but the applicant has determined that they 

would like to save the existing putting green, and are requesting a modification to 

move the pro-shop/cart barn south of the originally proposed area.  He noted that 

there is no impact on the rest of the property regarding drainage or construction.   

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the pro-shop/cart barn 

relocation as presented.   

 

2. Request for Release of Performance Bond: 
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a. IWP 2019-20-06, Delaurentis, 224 Romanock Road, Assessor’s Map 72, 

Parcel 48, Construct new house within a regulated area.  Request of Walt 

Stapleton for final release of $11,100.     

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the final bond 

release.   

 

 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Elizabeth Jones recused herself from the following matter and did not participate. 

 

1. CONTINUED FROM MARCH 4, 2020 & AUGUST 26, 2020 

      IWPA 2019-20-11, Fairfield Medical LLC 

4185 Black Rock Turnpike, Assessor’s Map118, Parcel 41 

Construct new residential structure within a regulated area. 

 

The public hearing was re-opened at 7:23 p.m.  

 

Ms. Jacobson gave a brief summary of the timeline of this current application, noting that 

the application was received at the February meeting, and the public hearing was opened 

at the March monthly meeting, and continued at the August 26th meeting both with no 

testimony.  All extensions have been granted, along with a 90-day extension from 

Governor Lamont due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   September 10, 2020 is the last 

possible day for the public hearing.  Mr. Carey noted that the applicant wants to extend 

the hearing until the court grants the stipulated agreement that the Agency voted to 

approve at the August 26 meeting on the separate wetland permit.   

 

Chris Smith, attorney for the applicant, gave a brief history of the inland wetland 

applications and modifications for this property, by phone.  He noted that a proposed 

resolution has been submitted as proposed settlement to the court; however that is 

currently waiting for a court review.  He then introduced Michael Klein, soil scientist 

with Davison Environmental, by phone.  Mr. Klein noted that he has worked on this 

property for a long time.  He has reviewed the site plans submitted, and the alternative 

site development plans that were submitted for proposed settlement on the separate 

wetland permit.  Mr. Klein stated that in his professional opinion, the original site plan 

for 2019-20-11 would not have an adverse impact on wetlands or watercourses and that 

the plan satisfies the statutory factors for consideration and approval criteria in the 

regulations.  Ms. Jacobson stands by her staff recommendation.   

 

The public hearing was closed at 7:51 p.m.  The hearing was recorded and is available at 

Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT.   

 

2. CONTINUED FROM AUGUST 26, 2020 

IWPA 2019-20-12, Sacred Heart University, Inc., 3135 Easton Turnpike (West 

Campus), Assessor’s Map 22 Parcel 91 
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Construct New Hockey Arena within a regulated area. 

 

The public hearing was re-opened at 7:51 p.m.   

 

Elizabeth Jones is not eligible to vote on this matter as she was not present at the 

August 26, 2020 public hearing and has not listened to the recording. 

 

Felicia Watson stated that she has listened to the recording of the August 26, 2020 

public hearing and has familiarized herself with the record.   

 

Bill Fitzpatrick, attorney for the applicant, addressed the Commission and noted that 

he is satisfied that 2 of the conditions the applicant disagreed with can be worked out 

with staff.  He noted that the only remaining concern is the oversizing of the detention 

basins, which was done intentionally to avoid unnecessary disturbance for future 

projects.  Attorney Fitzpatrick stated that Tom Daley, engineer for the project, 

calculated that to comply with staff recommendation, it would reduce the lower 

detention basin by 21%, which, in his opinion, is not significant. 

 

Ms. O’Donnell inquired if oversizing detention basins has been presented to the 

Agency in any past proposals.  Ms. Jacobson noted that there was a project at the 

Sacred Heart Main Campus in 2018, in which they were building two dormitories, 

with known plans for three more dormitories to be built the next year.  In this case, 

since the future project was known and imminent, the basin was sized to 

accommodate the future disturbance as well.  Ms. Jacobson noted that this proposal is 

different, as future projects are unknown.   

 

Mr. Gumpper inquired if the proposed detention basin would interfere with the 

existing watercourse.  Ms. Jacobson noted that the disturbance is within the 144-ft 

upland review regulated area within the Mill River watershed and that the disturbance 

area has been identified as containing an eastern box turtle population.  Attorney 

Fitzpatrick noted that the watercourse in question is a stone-lined man-made 

watercourse created when the existing buildings were constructed in 1971.   

 

Ms. Jacobson addressed the two conditions that staff has resolved with the applicant.  

She stated that she recommends that Condition 2, regarding the invasive species 

control plan, state that “for all wetlands and watercourse areas within the proposed 

disturbance area, plus 50 ft, control all invasives.  For the rest of the property, they 

control the Japanese barberry and vines”.  For Condition 4, regarding the Storm 

Water Detention Easement, Ms. Jacobson recommends that language related to the 

meadow and upland does not have to be in the easement, but can be added to the 

Post-Construction Storm Water Operation and Maintenance Plan.  Attorney 

Fitzpatrick indicated that the applicant agrees to those conditions.  She noted that the 

staff still recommends, and the applicant still disagrees with, Condition 1F, regarding 

the size of the detention basin. 
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The public hearing was closed at 8:05 p.m.  The hearing was recorded and is 

available at Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT.   

 

IV. INLAND WETLANDS DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

 

B. NEW BUSINESS 

 

3. Monthly wetland Business update for the Agency – informational 

 

There was a brief discussion of some of the outstanding violations. 

 

 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

2.   IWPA 2019-20-12, Sacred Heart University, Inc., 3135 Easton Turnpike 

(West Campus), Assessor’s Map 22 Parcel 91 

Construct New Hockey Arena within a regulated area 

 

There was a brief discussion among the Commissioners regarding the sizing of the 

proposed detention.  It was the consensus of the Agency to accept the proposed, 

purposely oversized detention basin.   

 

The was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the application, with the 

suggested findings of fact, and the standard and specific conditions of approval as 

recommended by staff, with the removal of Condition 1f, regarding the size of the 

detention basin and including the changes to Condition 2 and Condition 4 as agreed to by 

the applicant and stated in the public hearing.  The letter conveying the decision is 

attached (C). 

 

 

Elizabeth Jones recused herself from the following matter and did not participate. 

 

1. IWPA 2019-20-11, Fairfield Medical LLC 

4185 Black Rock Turnpike, Assessor’s Map 118 Parcel 41 

Construct new residential structure within a regulated area. 

 

It was the consensus of the Commission to take no action on this matter tonight. 

 

VI. OTHER –  

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT – There was unanimous consent from the Agency to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:16 p.m.  

 

The audio recording can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuqlY-tcJUI 
  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Sarah Neafsey 

 


