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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY MEETING 

MARCH 4, 2020 

 

The Conservation Commission, acting as the Inland Wetlands Agency of the Town of Fairfield, 

held a Meeting on Wednesday, March 4, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Board of Education 

Conference Room, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice-Chair; Catherine 

O’Donnell, Secretary; Felicia Watson; Charlie Rowan; Elizabeth Jones 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Richard D’Amico; Brian McCann 

 

ALTERNATES: Nelson North 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation 

Administrator; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

II. APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper 

appointed Nelson North to sit as a full member. 

 

III. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. Reconsideration of Meeting Minutes of January 8, 2020 item V.A.1 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the revised meeting minutes 

of January 8, 2020.  

 

B. Approval of Meeting Minutes of February 5, 2020 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the meeting minutes of 

February 5, 2020.  

 

C. Approval of Recording Secretary’s Bill of 02/05/2020 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill 

of February 5, 2019.  

 

Elizabeth Jones recused herself from the following matter only and did not participate. 
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V. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

1. IWPA 2019-20-11, Fairfield Medical, LLC 

4185 Black Rock Turnpike, Assessor’s Map 118 Parcel 41 

Construct new residential structure within a regulated area. 

 

The public hearing was opened at 7:08 p.m. 

 

Ms. Jacobson stated that the applicant has provided the Agency with a 65-day 

extension and has asked that the public hearing be continued.  

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to continue the public hearing to the 

April 1, 2020 meeting.  

 

The public hearing was stopped at 7:11 p.m.  The hearing was recorded and is 

available at Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield CT. 

 

IV. INLAND WETLANDS DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

 

A. OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. IWPA 2019-20-08, Miller 550 Old Oaks Road, 

Assessor’s Map 42 Parcel 20 

Invasive Species Control, Create Rear Yard and Construct House Addition 

& Cover Deck within a regulated area. 

 

Ms. Jacobson stated that the applicant agrees with the all the conditions of the 

staff recommendation except for the conditions relating to the Conservation 

Easement and the delineation of the wetland line.  Ms. Jacobson noted that she 

will agree with the delineation line of plantings (inkberry) but still recommends 

the Stormwater Detention Easement with a Stewardship paragraph proposed over 

the wetland soil and proposed rain garden, noting that without proper maintenance 

of the newly restored wetland, invasive species will grow back, and without 

maintenance of the rain garden, that detention area could be lost.  The Agency 

expressed concern that an Easement requirement may be overreaching on the part 

of the Agency as the area is already regulated. Mr. Carey noted that the proposed 

wetland soil plantings would be bonded to ensure plant survival.   

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the application with 

the suggested findings of fact and standard and specific conditions of approval as 

recommended by staff, adding inkberry as an acceptable delineation planting in 

Condition 1(b), and removing Conditions 1(f), 1(g), 2, 3, & 4.  The letter 

conveying the decision is attached (A). 

 

2. IWPA 2019-20-09, Country Club of Fairfield, 936 Sasco Hill Road, 

Assessor’s Map 239 Parcel 12 
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Maintenance of Watercourses within a regulated area 

 

Mr. Carey stated that he had met with the applicant and agent for the applicant 

this winter and that they have ongoing maintenance issues along the ditch 

(watercourse), specifically in front of culverts along the golf course.  They are 

requesting to clean out the watercourse as needed.  The Conservation Department 

will be informed and provided with a report when any maintenance work will be 

done, and a site monitor will be on site during the work.  Any material taken off 

site will need to be tested and sent to the appropriate facility. An updated 

Integrated Pest Management plan will be provided.  The work is expected to be 

done in the spring and fall, during dry or low flow periods.  

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the application with 

the suggested findings of fact and standard and specific conditions of approval as 

recommended by staff.  The letter conveying the decision is attached (B).  

 

B. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Request for a Declaratory Ruling.  Request of Craig Flaherty, P.E. on behalf of 

Bronson Meadows, LLC, owner, to shift paddock, add a horse walker enclosure, 

expand the farm maintenance service court, and drainage/farm trail upgrades at 

2644 Bronson Road, Assessor’s Map 225 Parcels 20 & 20A. 

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that staff recommends approval of the declaratory ruling request 

as the proposed activities are all related to horse use.   

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to find the request to shift paddock, 

add a horse walker enclosure, expand the farm maintenance service court, and 

drainage/farm trail upgrades exempt activities as per the staff memo.  The letter 

conveying the decision is attached (C). 

 

2. Monthly wetland business update for the Agency – informational 

 

VI. OTHER  
 

Mr. Carey noted that he anticipates that the administration may make a request to review 

the fee schedule in an effort to reduce the burden on individual homeowners for small 

projects.  It has been observed that those fees are high compared to neighboring towns.   

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business, there was unanimous consent from 

the Agency to adjourn the meeting at 7:44 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 


