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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY MEETING 

DECEMBER 4, 2019 

 

The Conservation Commission, acting as the Inland Wetlands Agency of the Town of 

Fairfield, held a meeting on Wednesday, December 4, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield 

Board of Education Conference Room, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut.   

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chair; Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice-Chair; 

Catherine O’Donnell, Secretary; Elizabeth Jones; Charlie Rowan 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Felicia Watson; Richard D’Amico; Brian McCann 

 

ALTERNATES: Nelson North; Milan Bull 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation 

Administrator; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH THE ITEMS WERE 

DISCUSSED.] 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

II. APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper 

appointed Nelson North and Milan Bull to sit as full members. 

 

III. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. Approval of Special Meeting Minutes of October 2, 2019 

 

It was the consensus of the Commission to hold this item until the next meeting in 

order to include the more detailed discussion that took place among the 

Commissioners on the 980 High Street decision and to clarify why Ms. O’Donnell 

did not vote on IWPA 2019-18-02 (185 Thorpe Street). 

 

B. Approval of Meeting Minutes of November 6, 2019 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the meeting minutes 

of November 6, 2019.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. Approval of Recording Secretary’s Bill of 11/06/19 

 

There was unanimous consent by the Agency to approve the recording secretary’s 

bill of November 6, 2019.  
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IV. INLAND WETLANDS DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

 

A. OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Draft 2020 meeting schedule for vote. 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the 2020 meeting 

schedule as drafted.   

 

2. IWPA 2019-20-05, Town of Fairfield, Mill Hill School, 625 Mill Hill 

Terrace 

Assessor’s Map 229, Parcel 270 

Construct school alterations and additions within a regulated area. 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to table this application 

pending departmental review.   

 

 

3. IWPA 2019-20-06, DeLaurentis, 224 Romanock Road 

Assessor’s Map 72 Parcel 48 

Demolish House & Garage & Construct New House & Garage within a 

regulated area 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the application 

with standard and specific conditions of approval as recommended by staff.  

The letter conveying the decision is attached (A).   

 

B. NEW BUSINESS 

 

Elizabeth Jones recused herself from the following matter only and did not 

participate. 

 

1. IWP 2010-11-01, Fairfield Gateway, LLC 4185 Black Rock Turnpike 

Request of Christopher Smith, Esq for a wetland permit modification 

from a medical building to residential building, etc. 

 

Ms. Jacobson stated that there is no formal procedure for public hearings for a 

modification and noted that this is not a public hearing but an administrative 

procedure of the Agency to determine if this is a modification of the existing 

permit or if a new permit is required.   

  

Chris Smith, attorney for the applicant, Fairfield Medical, LLC, addressed the 

Commission and asked for a modification to IWP 2010-11-01.  This 

modification was initially approved in 2010 for two medical office buildings, 

and was granted a modification in 2015 to change the proposal to one slightly 
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relocated medical office building.  The applicant is now proposing a single, 

much larger, multi-family residential building. Attorney Smith is requesting 

confirmation from the Commission that the new proposal is within the scope 

of the existing permit, indicating that if the Commission finds that there is no 

change to regulated activities, no new application is needed.  Attorney Smith 

noted that in the newly modified proposal, although the building coverage is 

bigger, the amount of impervious area is smaller, and the regulated area that is 

to be disturbed in smaller.  It was noted that a Conservation Easement was 

provided on this property.  Ms. Jacobson clarified that the Conservation 

Easement was provided as a resolution to a violation and not as a part of the 

IWP approval. 

 

One member of the public spoke, noting that there is concern for the vernal 

pool in the Conservation Easement, and noting that the runoff below the 

Conservation Easement runs toward the ramp to the Merritt Parkway and 

should be reviewed by the State.   

 

Ms. Jacobson expressed concern that this is turning into a public hearing, and 

there has been no legal notice.  She is procedurally concerned if there is expert 

testimony on only one side of the proposal.  Ms. Jacobson stated that she does 

not think this proposal is appropriate for a modification, as there are changes 

to the grading and drainage that will have different impacts than the approved 

plan and that needs to be reviewed in a new wetland permit application.   

 

It was the consensus of the Agency to take this matter up at the January 

meeting after staff and the Agency have had a chance to review the modified 

plans.  

 

2. Request for Release of Performance Bond 

 

a. IWP 2004-07, originally Bookmark, now Westway Road, LLC, 479 

Westway Road, Construct Condominium, and drainage within a 

regulated area.  Request of Walt Stapleton for final release of $5000. 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the final bond 

release.  

 

b. IWP 2013-14-02, formerly RICE, now RG Builders, LLC, 3 Hickory 

Lane. New House construction within a regulated area.  Request of 

Wayne Zirolli for partial release of $10,700 of remaining $12,200 

bond leaving a balance of $1,500. 

 

Ms. Jacobson stated that she recommends partial bond release, but 

recommends holding $3,000 as there were still a few final items that 

needed attention. 
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In favor of a $9,200 partial bond release:  Kevin Gumpper, Jennifer 

Hauhuth, Catherine O’Donnell, Charlie Rowan; Nelson North, Milan Bull.  

Opposed: Elizabeth Jones.  Action passed 6:1 

 

c. IWP 2017-18-01, Marshall, 180 Hillbrook Lane, Pond Dredging 

within a regulated area.  Request of Walt Stapleton for final release of 

$600 of total $15,600 for emergency dam wing wall repairs and final 

release of $4300 for the creation of pond forebay and limited channel 

clearing (no actual pond dredging). 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the final bond 

releases.    

 

3. Monthly Business Update - Informational 

 

 

V. NEW APPLICATIONS 

 

1. IWPA 2019-20-07, Primrose Development, LLC 5545 Park Avenue 

Assessor’s Map 14 Parcel 2 

Demolish existing structures and construct multi-unit apartment 

structure, parking, and drainage within a regulated area. 

 

Mr. Carey stated that this is a resubmittal of an application that was submitted 

and subsequently withdrawn earlier this year.  The applicant is now proposing 

to tie into the Bridgeport sewer, which has much less of an impact that their 

initial proposal.    

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to table this application 

pending legal notice and departmental review. 

 

VI. OTHER 

 

1. Mr. Carey stated there is an FOI request regarding 723 South Pine Creek that 

asked each Commissioner to provide relevant emails. The Commissioners 

should review their emails and send the relevant ones to the Conservation 

Department.  He noted that anything sent from the Department to the 

Commission, or between Commissioners is subject to review.   

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business, there was unanimous 

consent from the Agency to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 


