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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY MEETING 

OCTOBER 2, 2019 

 

The Conservation Commission, acting as the Inland Wetlands Agency of the Town of Fairfield, 

held a Meeting on Wednesday, October 2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Board of Education 

Conference Room, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chair; Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice-Chair; Catherine 

O’Donnell, Secretary; Elizabeth Jones; Charlie Rowan; Felicia Watson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Richard D’Amico, Milan Bull 

 

ALTERNATES: Nelson North; Brian McCann 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation 

Administrator; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

II.   APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper 

appointed Brian McCann to sit as a full member. 

 

V.      INLAND WETLANDS DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

 

A. OLD BUSINESS 

 

Brian Carey, Conservation Director left the meeting at this time.   

 

1. IWPA 2018-19-16, Fairfield Housing Corporation, 980 High Street 

Assessor’s Map 77 Parcel 340 

Construct 40-unit Residential development within a regulated area. 

 

Ms. Watson and Mr. McCann stated that they have listened to the recordings and are 

eligible to vote in this matter.   

 

Mr. Gumpper gave a brief summary of the testimony that was presented during the 

public hearings.  He summarized that there was no work directly within wetlands, and 

questioned whether work would cause impact on wetlands or cause unreasonable 

impairment as the intervention stated; there is the matter of the wetland soil mapping 

by the soil scientist versus the Town soil mapping; and the proposed drainage system-

the applicant says the overflow goes out to High Street and the wetland will be kept 
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wet with contravening testimony by intervenors that the wetland will be too wet or 

too dry.  The Chairman indicated if you believed Mr. Trinkaus related to drainage the 

application can be denied and if you believed Mr. Baker the application can be 

approved.  The statutory definition of feasible and prudent alternatives was discussed, 

noting that the definition for prudent includes social benefits that can be derived from 

the proposed regulated activity.  Mr. Gumpper noted that there is a significant social 

benefit to the proposal.   

 

The commission discussed the 15-ft difference in the topography on the plans, the 

rain gardens, the construction phasing and the risk of damage to the porous pavement.  

Ms. O’Donnell and Mr. Rowan both expressed concerns over the impact to the vernal 

pool, noting that the vernal pool becoming either too wet or too dry will adversely 

affect these sensitive wetlands.  Ms. Jones noted that she shared the same concerns as 

Ms. O’Donnell.  In addition to those, Ms. Hauhuth stated that she had concerns about 

the site remediation/polluted runoff to the vernal pool and construction phasing for 

the porous pavement, noting that more information is necessary to insure that the 

porous pavement will not be clogged to protect the vernal pool.  Ms. Watson noted 

that she did not think construction would adversely affect the wetlands.   

 

Elizabeth Jones moved and Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to find that the intervenors 

met their burden of proof by showing that the proposed project involves conduct 

which has, or is reasonable likely to have, the effect of unreasonably polluting, 

impairing or destroying the public trust in the air, water, or other natural resources of 

the state and that there is a feasible and prudent alternative consistent with the 

reasonable requirements of public safety.   

 

In favor: Elizabeth Jones, Jennifer Hauhuth, Catherine O'Donnell, Charlie Rowan 

Opposed: Brian McCann, Felicia Watson, Kevin Gumpper.  Motion passed 4-3. 

 

Felicia Watson moved and Brian McCann seconded to approve the application with 

the following conditions: to change the documents to add +15 ft to comply with 

current datum, to agree that all snow shall be removed from the site, and updated 

phasing so that the underground detention system is installed later in the process 

when it won’t be threatened by the construction of the buildings.   

 

In favor: Felicia Watson, Kevin Gumpper, Brian McCann.  Opposed: Elizabeth 

Jones, Jennifer Hauhuth, Catherine O'Donnell, Charlie Rowan. Motion failed 3-

4.  Mr. Gumpper noted the application is denied, and that the feasible and prudent 

alternatives are what staff presented.  The letter conveying the decision is attached 

(A) 

 

There was a brief discussion of the fee waiver request.  Ms. Jacobson noted that the 

fee total is $11,280 but the $60 state fee cannot be waived.  Ms. Jacobson read the fee 

waiver request from the applicant.    
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Felicia Watson moved and Brian McCann seconded to waive 100% of the application 

fee except for the $60 state fee.  In favor: Felicia Watson, Kevin Gumpper, Brian 

McCann, Jennifer Hauhuth, Catherine O’Donnell, Charlie Rowan.  Opposed: 

Elizabeth Jones.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 

The commission noted that if the application comes before the Agency for review 

again, the fee waiver may be reconsidered. 

 

Felicia Watson and Nelson North left at the meeting, and Brian Carey, Conservation Director 

returned to the meeting at this time.  

 

III.  BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. Approval of Meeting Minutes of September 4, 2019 

 

Elizabeth Jones moved and Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to approve the Inland Wetlands 

Agency Minutes of September 4, 2019.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

B. Approval of Recording Secretary’s Bill of 09/04/19 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill 

of September 4, 2019.  

 

 

IV.    INLAND WETLANDS – LEGAL/ENFORCEMENT ACTION 

 

1. CONTINUED FROM NOVEMBER 7, 2018, FEBRUARY 6, & MARCH 6, 2019 

SHOW CAUSE VIOLATION HEARING for the Unauthorized Filling and Re-

grading in and adjacent to a Detention Basin Watercourse and within a Storm 

Water Detention Easement at 15 Sconset Drive, Tax Assessor’s Map 145, Parcel 

73A, Curtis & Diana Fournier, Owners 

 

      The Show Cause Hearing was re-opened at 7:42 p.m. 

   

      Ms. Jacobson reported that the violation has been resolved.   

 

There was unanimous consent to from the Agency to close the show cause hearing 

and remove the violation.  

 

The public hearing was closed at 7:43 p.m.  The hearing was recorded and is 

available at Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT. 

 

 

V.      INLAND WETLANDS DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

 

A. OLD BUSINESS 
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2. IWPA 2018-19-17, Keefe, 1407 Redding Road, 

Assessor’s Map 221 Parcel 35 

Construct new dwelling, driveway, and subsurface sewage disposal system 

within a regulated area. 

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that the applicant agrees with the conditions in the staff 

recommendation. 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve application with standard 

and specific conditions of approval.  The letter conveying the decision is attached (B). 

   

B. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Request for Fee Waiver for Future Certificate of Wetlands Conformance (CWC) 

for Pequot Library Association, 720 Pequot Avenue, for relocating an existing 

handicap sidewalk and constructing a small retaining wall at the rear of the 

building. 

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that the project was minor and that the non-profit is requesting a 

waiver of the $640 application fee.  

 

In favor: Kevin Gumpper, Jennifer Hauhuth, Catherine O’Donnell, Charlie Rowan, 

Brian McCann.  Opposed: Elizabeth Jones.  Action passed 5-1. 

 

2. Monthly wetland business update for the Agency. This item was intentionally 

skipped by the Agency at this time.  

 

Nelson North returned to the meeting at this time. 

 

VI.   NEW APPLICATIONS 

 

1. Emergency/IWPA 2019-20-03 Brooklawn Country Club, Inc., 500 Algonquin Rd 

Assessor’s Map 31, Parcel 165 

Construct river bank stabilization within a regulated area 

 

Mr. Carey noted that the emergency work is due to damage from last year’s storm on 

September 25, 2018.  They have been working with the applicant, alongside the Zoning 

and Engineering Departments to resolve the river bank erosion appropriately.  He noted 

that work is currently being done under the emergency permit.  It was also noted a fee 

waiver for homeowners that suffered erosion and retaining wall damage due to this storm 

had been discussed with the Agency last year.  

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to table the application pending legal 

notice and departmental review.  
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Ms. Jones asked to be provided with a copy of the memo regarding fee waivers for the 

properties that sustained collapse of retaining walls along the Rooster River due to the 

September 25 2018 storm.   

 

VIII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

1. CONTINUED FROM SEPTEMBER 4, 2019 

IWPA 2019-20-02, Scinto Thorpe LLC, 185 Thorpe Street 

Assessor’s Map 180 Parcel 148 

Construct independent living facility within a regulated area 

 

The public hearing was opened at 7:49 p.m. 

 

Catherine O’Donnell stated that she cannot vote on this matter, as she was not present for 

the first part of the public hearing and has not listened to the recording.   

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that the public hearing had been continued from September 4, 2019 

so that the public could be duly notified of work on the Town land behind the project, but 

which has an address of Rugby Road.  Ms. Jacobson noted that an additional condition 

requiring dogs to remain on leash and stay along the public access trail should be added 

to protect the bioswale. Attorney Russo noted that the applicant has no objections to that 

condition. 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the application with the 

standard and specific conditions, including an additional condition that all dogs are to 

remain on leash and on the public access trails.  The letter conveying the decision is 

attached (C). 

 

The public hearing was closed at 7:53 p.m.  The hearing was recorded and is available at 

Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT. 

 

At this time, there was unanimous consent from the Agency to take up the supplemental agenda.   

 

I.  NEW APPLICATION 

 

1. Emergency/IWPA 2019-20-04, Donovan, 19 Westbrook Place, 

 Assessor’s Map 30 Parcel 153 

  Construct river bank stabilization within a regulated area. 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to table this application pending legal 

notice and departmental review. 

 

The Agency then returned to the regular agenda.  
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IX.   OTHER – Ms. Jones noted that the Greenfield Hill Village Improvement Society Annual                                       

Pumpkin Festival will be held October 12, 2019 at Haydu Farm (Greenfield Farm Open 

Space) on Congress Street.  

 

X. ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business, there was unanimous consent from 

the Agency to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 


