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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY MEETING 

JUNE 5, 2019 

 

The Conservation Commission, acting as the Inland Wetlands Agency of the Town of Fairfield, 

held a Meeting on Wednesday, June 5, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Board of Education 

Conference Room, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chair; Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice Chair; Catherine 

O’Donnell, Secretary; Elizabeth Jones; Charlie Rowan, Felicia Watson; Richard D’Amico 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Nelson North 

 

ALTERNATES: Brian McCann; Milan Bull 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation 

Administrator; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

II. APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: None  

 

III. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS  

 

A. Approval of Meeting Minutes of May 1, 2019:  
 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to approve the Inland 

Wetlands Meeting Minutes of May 1, 2019. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Felicia Watson recused herself from the following matter only, stating that she was not present 

for the May 15, 2019 meeting. 

 

B. Approval of Special Meeting Minutes of May 15, 2019:  
 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to approve the Inland Wetlands 

Special Meeting Minutes of May 15, 2019. Motion passed unanimously.   

 

C./D. Approval of recording secretary’s bill of May 1, 2019 and May 15 2019:  
 

Catherine O’Donnell moved and Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to approve the Recording 

Secretary’s bill of May 1, 2019 and May 15, 2019. Motion passed unanimously. 
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IV. INLAND WETLANDS DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

 

A. OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. IWPA 2018-19-15, Cawley, 1240 Westport Turnpike 

Assessor’s Map 214 Parcel 16 

Construct new dwelling, driveway, and subsurface sewage disposal system 

within a regulated area. 

 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to table the application 

pending departmental review.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Request for a Declaratory Ruling.  Request of Brian and Nancy Haberly, 30 

Duck Farm Road Request to Construct In-ground Pool with Regulated 

Setback  

Assessor’s Map 147 Parcel 178G 

 

Mr. Carey noted that as part of Inland Wetlands Permit 2003-01, this lot required 

a reserve area and a Conservation Easement.  The language of the permit is 

unclear as to whether any additional structures can be built in the yard.  Mr. Carey 

has reviewed the file, and stated that the pool will be outside of the non-

disturbance area and would be able to be processed by staff as a Certificate of 

Wetlands Conformance. 

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that the intent of the Commission at the time of the permit 

was to keep the non-disturbance area from being maintained as a lawn.  It is noted 

for the record that if the homeowners use the designated yard area, such as to 

construct a pool, that the lawn/yard area is not to extend into the natural, non-

disturbance area now, or anytime in the future. 

 

Mr. Fallon, attorney for the owner, stated that the homeowner is aware of and 

agrees with this condition. 

 

Elizabeth Jones moved and Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to allow staff to process 

this activity as a Certificate of Wetlands Conformance with the conditions noted 

above. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Request for Release of Performance Bond 

 

a. IWP 2015-16-15 Country Club of Fairfield, 963 Sasco Hill Road, 

Construction of a subsurface electrical service line within wetland soil 



Fairfield Inland Wetlands Agency June 5, 2019 

-3- 

within a regulated area.  Request of Walt Stapleton for final release of 

$5,000. 

 

Catherine O’Donnell moved and Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to approve 

the final bond release.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

Kevin Gumpper and Catherine O’Donnell recused themselves on the following matter 

and did not participate.  Jennifer Hauhuth chaired this item.  For this item only, Brian 

McCann and Milan Bull sat as full members. 

 

b. IWP 2016-17-01, Fairfield University, 1073 North Benson Road, 

Construct new dorm within a regulated area.  Request of Walt 

Stapleton for partial release of $14,700 of total $15,700 leaving a 

balance of $1000.   

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that a partial bond will be kept to ensure plant 

survivability.   

 

Elizabeth Jones moved and Richard D’Amico seconded to approve the 

partial bond release.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

1. Map Amendment Application 

Montauk Builders, LLC 

723 South Pine Creek Road 

Assessor’s Map 232, Parcel 85 

Request to amend Town Map F-19 to remove inland wetland soil designation on-

site, and designate wetlands on-site as Tidal Wetlands. 

 

The public hearing was opened at 7:12 pm. 

 

Bill Kenny, principal of William Kenny Associates and professional wetland scientist 

and soil scientist made his presentation and gave their professional opinions on the 

property.  He noted that based on the work they have done, they find the wetlands to 

be tidal, not inland, as the primary difference between tidal and inland wetlands is 

elevation.  Tidal wetlands fall below an elevation of one foot above the local extreme 

high water, and the wetlands delineated on this property fall below that elevation. 

Janet Brooks, attorney for the property owners, also spoke, noting some disagreement 

with the staff recommendation.    

 

Ms. Jacobson gave a brief summary of the staff recommendation, noting that while 

staff is not in disagreement over Mr. Kenny’s findings of where wetland soil is or that 

it is tidal, she recommends that the Inland Wetlands Agency would maintain 

jurisdiction over the property due the 50-ft upland review regulated area from inland 

wetlands on the adjacent properties.   
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Public comment began at 8:00 pm. 

 

Stephen Studer, attorney for Tom and Lori Kaiser of 749 South Pine Creek, made his 

presentation, submitting a letter regarding state jurisdiction lines, soil reports, and 

map as evidence.  Mr. Studer introduced Scott Stevens, registered professional soil 

scientist, Soil Science and Environmental Services, Inc.  Mr. Stevens stated that while 

he did not inspect the property at 723 South Pine Creek, he was on the property at 749 

South Pine Creek.  He says the state DEEP guidance says do not delineate wetland 

soils by elevation.  He observed no tide in the lawn on #723, and due to the lack of a 

wrack line, it is his professional opinion that both properties (723 & 749) contain both 

inland and tidal wetlands.  He indicated his office delineated inland wetlands on the 

723 property in 1986.   

 

Mr. Gumpper stated that many emails have been submitted to the record in opposition 

of the map amendment change.  Several members of the public also spoke in 

opposition of this map amendment change.   

 

Ms. Brooks requested a continuance of the public hearing so that she can have time to 

respond to the information that was presented tonight.  She stated that on behalf on 

the petitioner, a time extension will be granted so that the hearing can be continued to 

the July 17, 2019 meeting.  She will follow up in writing to confirm the time 

extension.   

 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to continue the public hearing 

until July 17, 2019.  Motion passed unanimously.  

 

The public hearing was stopped at 9:02 p.m.  The hearing was recorded and is 

available at Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT. 

 

The agency then took a brief recess from 9:03 pm to 9:09 pm.  

 

VII.  PUBLIC HEARING 

 

2. IWPA 2018-19-14, Guedes Associates, Inc., 5545 Park Ave & 220 Jefferson 

Street 

Assessor’s Map 14, Parcels 1 & 2 

Demolish existing structures and Construct Multi-Unit Apartment Structure, 

parking, drainage, and sanitary sewer line within a regulated area. 

 

The public hearing was opened at 9:10 pm. 

 

Chris Russo, attorney for applicant, addressed the commission and stated that he has 

received the staff recommendation and would like to request a continuance so that the 

applicant can meet with staff and respond to the comments.    
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Ms. Jacobson noted that the applicant would need to grant a time extension and be 

expected to submit the full revisions to staff one month before the continued public 

hearing.  

 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to continue to public hearing 

to July 17.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

Mr. Gumpper advised Mr. Russo that the Commission expects the plans to be 

complete and ready—submittal by June 17 for presentation at the July 17 hearing, 

otherwise the application will be denied and the applicant will need to submit a new 

application with a new application fee. 

 

The public hearing was stopped at 9:14 p.m.  The hearing was recorded and is 

available at Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT. 

 

IV. INLAND WETLANDS DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

 

B. NEW BUSINESS 

 

3. Monthly wetland Business – Mr. Carey reported that the Conservation Department 

has brought in 150% of the expected revenue for the year.  

 

V. STATUS OF APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY FILED 

 

1. Continued from November 7, 2018, February 6, 2019 & May 1, 2019 

Show Cause Violation Hearing for the Unauthorized Filled of a watercourse at 

107 Woods End Road, Tax Assessors Map 145, Parcel 68, Curtis & Kathleen 

Clarke, Owners.   

 

       Mr. Carey noted that he has a meeting scheduled with the homeowner next week. 

 

2. Continued from November 7, 2018, February 6, & March 6, 2019 

Show Cause Violation Hearing for the Unauthorized Filled and Re-grading in 

and adjacent to a Detention Basin Watercourse and within a Stormwater 

Detention Easement at 15 Sconset Drive, Tax Assessor’s Map 145, Parcel 73A, 

Curtis & Diana Fornier, Owners 

Tabled to Unspecified Future to allow staff to work out details of restoration. 

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that the bond has been posted for the restoration work and they 

have had a site meeting.  The restoration work should begin within the next couple of 

weeks. 

 

3. AWAITING PUBLIC HEARING JULY 10, 2019 

IWPA 2018-19-16, Fairfield Housing Corporation, 980 High Street 

Assessor’s Map 77 Parcel 340 
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Construct 40-unit residential development within a regulated area (Petition 

received & Applicant requests fee waiver) 

 

Mr. Carey noted that he has been advised by the town attorney to recuse himself on 

this matter. 

 

VI. NEW APPLICATIONS 

 

1. IWPA 2018-19-17, Keefe, 1407 Redding Road 

Assessor’s Map 221 Parcel 35 

Construct new dwelling, driveway, and subsurface sewage disposal system 

within a regulated area 

 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to table the application 

pending legal notice and departmental review.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

At this time, Richard D’Amico moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to take up the supplemental 

agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.    

 

III.  NEW APPLICATION 

 

1. IWPA 2018-19-18, Country Club of Fairfield, 963 Sasco Hill Road 

Assessor’s Map 239 Parcel 12 

Demolish existing clubhouse and construct new clubhouse and proshop within a 

regulated area. 

 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to table the application 

pending legal notice and departmental review.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

The Commission then returned to the regular agenda. 

 

VIII. OTHER – Ms. Hauhuth stated that she attended the Hoyden Hill Pollinator Meadow 

ribbon cutting ceremony and thanked Mr. Carey for organizing it.  

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made by 

Richard D’Amico at 9:21 p.m. and seconded by Elizabeth Jones.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 

 


