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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY SPECIAL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2019 

 

The Conservation Commission, acting as the Inland Wetlands Agency of the Town of Fairfield, 

held a Special Meeting on Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the McKinley 

Elementary School Cafeteria, 60 Thompson Street, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chair; Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice-Chair; Catherine 

O’Donnell, Secretary; Elizabeth Jones; Felicia Watson, Charlie Rowan 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Richard D’Amico; Nelson North; Milan Bull; Brian McCann  

 

ALTERNATES: none present 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Annette Jacobson, Conservation Administrator; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 

 

II. APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: No alternates were 

appointed. 

 

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

1. CONTINUED FROM JULY 10, 2019 & AUGUST 7, 2019 

IWPA 2018-19-16, Fairfield Housing Corporation, 980 High Street 

Assessor’s Map 77 Parcel 340 

Construct 40-unit Residential development within a regulated area. 

(Petition received & Applicant requests fee waiver) 

 

The public hearing was re-opened at 7:07 pm. 

 

Ms. Jacobson presented a summary of the staff recommendation for denial 

without prejudice dated July 29, 2019.  She noted that while some of the concerns 

were addressed during the August 7 public hearing, many of the concerns still 

stand.  Ms. Jacobson noted that the reasons for her recommendation of denial 

without prejudice include lack of information regarding topography on the plans 

and phasing of the soil remediation plan, concerns of compromising porous 

pavement during construction, feasible and prudent alternatives have not been 

addressed, and continued drainage concerns.  In her opinion, the sensitive vernal 

pool wetland needs to be protected and the best way to protect the wetland is to 
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protect the town mapped upland review regulated area from any disturbance, 

keeping a large part of the undeveloped watershed to the wetland the same 

preserves the same runoff to the wetland. Ms. Jacobson noted that she believes the 

project can be approved with some changes.  

 

Joel Green, attorney for intervenors Barbara Pace and Catherine Allen, and also 

representing Fairfield Neighbors United, made his presentation.  Attorney Green 

believes the whole permit process did not comply with the rules of fundamental 

fairness.  Attorney Green’s engineering expert, Steve Trinkaus, and soil scientist, 

Jim McManus, then summarized their reports reviewing the project.  Trinkaus 

stated the rain gardens are not proven to work based on infiltration data, and other 

soils data for porous pavement and clay lens is questionable and agrees with 

clogging concerns.  He thinks the wetland may starve of water.  Mr. McManus 

thinks the wetland may starve, get drier, or get wetter from the proposal, but 

either way, be an adverse impact to the wetland.  Attorney Green summarized that 

the applicant was required to show that no other feasible and prudent alternative 

existed, and that is not true.  Many alternatives exist, and that incomplete 

applications may be denied. 

 

Public Comment began at 9:10 p.m.  Three members of the public spoke, two in 

opposition to the project due to environmental concerns, and one with concerns 

about the acceptance of report submittals the day before the public hearing.  

 

Attorney Bryan LcClerc and his project team gave their rebuttals to the staff 

recommendation and to Mr. Trinkaus’s and Mr. McManus’s reports.  Attorney 

LeClerc noted that two separate peer reviews have been done on the project, both 

showing that there will be no negative impact to the wetlands.  There was back-

and-forth discussion between engineers regarding soils, infiltration, routing, 

calculations, etc.  Attorney LeClerc summarized the 80% affordable project and 

asked that it be granted.   

 

Commissioners Gumpper, Hauhuth, Jones, O’Donnell and Rowan stated that they 

have walked the property and that if they were not present at a previous public 

hearing, that they have listened to the public hearing recording.  Commissioner 

Watson stated that she has not walked the property or listened to the August 7th 

public hearing recording, but that she plans to before the October 2nd meeting.  

Staff indicated if the hearing is closed tonight, no future site inspection should be 

done.   

 

The public hearing was closed at 10:11p.m.  The hearing was recorded and is 

available at Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT. 

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT - There being no further business, there was unanimous consent 

from the Agency to adjourn the meeting at 10:11 p.m.  
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 

 


