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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY MEETING 

November 7, 2018 

 

The Conservation Commission, acting as the Inland Wetlands Agency of the Town of Fairfield, 

held a Meeting on Wednesday, November 7, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Board of 

Education Conference Room, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Catherine O’Donnell, Secretary; Charlie 

Rowan, Elizabeth Jones; 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Kate Maxham; Felicia Watson; Richard D’Amico 

 

ALTERNATES: Jennifer Hauhuth; Milan Bull; Nelson North 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation 

Administrator; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Kevin Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

II. APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper appointed 

Nelson North, Milan Bull, and Jennifer Hauhuth to sit as full members. 

 

III. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS  

 

A. Approval of Meeting Minutes of October 3, 2018: Jennifer Hauhuth moved and 

Elizabeth Jones seconded to approve the Inland Wetlands Meeting Minutes of October 3, 

2018. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Approval of recording secretary’s bill of October 3, 2018: Catherine O’Donnell 

moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill of 

October 3, 2018. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

IV. Inland Wetlands –Legal/Enforcement Action 

 

2. Show Cause Violation Hearing for the Unauthorized Filling of a Watercourse at 107 

Woods End Road, Tax Assessor’s Map 145, Parcel 68, Curtis & Kathleen Clarke, 

Owners 

 

The Show Cause Hearing was opened at 7:03 pm. 
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Ms. Jacobson gave a brief overview of the violation documenting that last year during 

wetland permit review the watercourse channel was open.  Mr. Clarke addressed the 

Agency and noted that the watercourse has been covered with wood boards and a couple 

inches of soil for safety reasons and that he was unaware a permit was needed for this.  

Mr. Carey noted the watercourse is part of a Drainage Easement that dates back to the 

1950’s and that piping or covering the watercourse would not be in the best interest of the 

town, because the watercourse should act as swale to collect water from neighboring 

properties.  Chairman Gumpper noted a wetland permit is needed to alter the watercourse 

because it is the law.    

 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to continue the Show Cause 

Hearing until after the holidays in the hopes that this matter can be resolved with the 

Conservation Department staff.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

The Show Cause Hearing was continued at 7:16 pm.  The hearing was recorded and is 

available at Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT. 

 

1. Show Cause Violation Hearing for the Unauthorized Filling and Re-grading in and 

adjacent to a Detention Basin Watercourse and within a Stormwater Detention 

Easement at 15 Sconset Drive. Tax Assessor’s Map 145, Parcel 73A, Curtis & Diana 

Fournier, Owners 

 

The Show Cause Hearing was opened at 7:16 pm. 

 

Ms. Jacobson gave an overview of the violation, noting that staff found fill and a 

retaining wall built in a detention basin watercourse/easement in late fall 2017, and that 

while there in no dispute that the work was done without a permit, Conservation 

Department staff and the homeowner have been unable agree on a resolution.  

Conservation Department staff is asking for the Detention Basin to be restored to the way 

it was before the work was done documented by as-built plans.   

 

Joel Green, attorney for the homeowner, addressed the Agency, noting that homeowner 

has been responsive to staff and is willing to resolve the violation, that there has been 

some disagreement as to what the slope and bottom elevation of the detention basin 

should be. 

 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Nelson North seconded to continue the Show Cause Hearing 

to the February meeting in the hopes that a resolution can be worked out with staff.  

Motion passed unanimously.   

 

The Show Cause Hearing was continued at 7:49 pm.  The hearing was recorded and is 

available at Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT. 

 

VIII. Public Hearings 

 

1. Continued from September 5, 2018 and October 3, 2018 
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IWPA 2017-18-17, 494 Lalley, LLC 494 Lalley Boulevard, 

Assessor’s Map 138 Parcel 235 B 

Complete Construction started under CWC 2016-17-63, new house, driveway, 

drainage, pool, spa, and now new fill within a regulated area 

 

The public hearing was opened at 7:49 pm. 

 

Staff had prepared a recommendation for approval with conditions dated August 27, 2018 

which was then further modified by the Conservation Director with updates to a revised 

plan with several modifications for eliminating text and conditions.   

 

Ray Rizzio, attorney for the owner addressed the Agency and gave a brief background on 

the project.  It was noted that applicant agrees to the revised staff recommendation with 

the exception of any references to a Conservation/Stewardship Easement or any reference 

to removal of the existing pool, spa, and patio as a feasible and prudent alternative.  Mr. 

Carey noted that the staff has agreed to these modifications of the recommendation, 

including eliminating Findings F related to the existing pool, spa and patio, & G, and the 

Specific Conditions last sentence of condition *1a, conditions *1b, *1c change to four 

rechargers, *2a-b, *3, and *4a-e.   

 

Mr. Carey noted that there is a pending lawsuit against the Conservation and Building 

Departments of the Town of Fairfield regarding this property, and that if this application 

is approved he hopes the lawsuit will be withdrawn.  

 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to close the hearing.  Motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

The public hearing was closed at 7:59 pm.  The hearing was recorded and is available at 

Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT. 

 

Milan Bull moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to approve the application with the 

recommendation for approval as prepared by Ms. Jacobson and as modified by Mr. Carey 

and presented tonight with the following changes: 

1) Section III. Anticipated Impact, the 2
nd

 paragraph under the section Fill regarding an 

easement shall be removed. 

2) Section V. Suggested Finding of Fact, F, “the removal of the existing pool spa and 

patio with its associated fill over the pre-existing grade” shall be removed and 

Finding of Fact G shall be removed. 

3) Specific Conditions of Approval *1a with regards to any retaining walls, *1b, *1c 

change to four rechargers, *2a, *2b, *3, and *4a-e shall be removed. 

 

Motion passed unanimously. The letter conveying the decision of the Agency is 

attached (A).   

 

2. IWPA 2018-19-05, Fairfield University, 1073 North Benson Road, 

Assessor’s Map 143 Parcel 160 
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Dredge Pond within a regulated area 

 

Kevin Gumpper and Catherine O’Donnell recused themselves on the following matter 

and did not participate.  Jennifer Hauhuth chaired this item only.   

 

 The public hearing was opened at 8:02 pm. 

 

 Ms. Jacobson noted that the applicant has requested that this hearing be continued. 

 

Elizabeth Jones moved and Nelson North seconded to continue the hearing until the 

January meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.      

  

The public hearing was continued at 8:04 pm.  The hearing was recorded and is available 

at Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT. 

 

V.  Inland Wetlands Deliberative Session 

A. New Business 

1. Monthly wetland business update for the Agency - informational 

 

VI. Status of Applications Previously Filed 

1. IWPA 2018-19-03 Sonnenfeld, 4900 Congress Street 

Assessor’s Map 167 Parcel 2 

Subdivision construction within a regulated area 

-awaiting revised plans/continued public hearing December 5, 2018 

 

VII. New Applications 

1. IWPA 2018-19-06, Hoy 49 Norcliff Lane 

Assessor’s Map 138 Parcel 104 

Construct fencing within wetland soil within a regulated area. 

Staff recommends tabling pending legal notice and departmental review 

 

Mr. Carey gave a brief overview of the project and asked the Commission if restoration 

plantings can be done before the cold weather as this started as a violation.  It was noted 

that a planting plan has been submitted.  It was the consensus of the Commission that the 

applicant can go forward with planting plan.    

 

Elizabeth Jones moved and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to table pending legal notice 

and departmental review.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

At this time, Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to take up the supplemental 

agenda.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

III. New Application 

 

1. IWPA 2018-19-07, Vanderblue, 327 Brookbend Road 

Assessor’s Map 179 Parcel 13 
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Construct driveway within a regulated area 

  

Ms. Jacobson noted that there is already a Certificate of Wetlands Conformance for a 

garage on this property and that although the town maps show wetland soil within the 

proposed disturbance site, the submitted soil mapping does not show wetland soil.  She 

also noted that a fee waiver request was also submitted.  The Commission agreed the fee 

waiver will be discussed at a further meeting.  

 

Milan Bull moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to table pending legal notice and 

departmental review.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

IV. Inland Wetlands Deliberative Session 

A. New Business 

1. Request for Fee Waiver on potential new IWPA for Maplewood Senior 

Living, 917 Mill Hill Terrace, etc for proposed trails and fountain in pond.  

See attached from Tom Ryder of Landtech. 

 

After a brief discussion, Catherine O’Donnell moved and Jennifer Hauhuth 

seconded to deny the request to reduce the fee from $10,750.00 to $1,180.00.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

IX.   OTHER 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT– There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made by 

Elizabeth Jones at 8:16 p.m. and seconded by Catherine O’Donnell.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Neafsey 

 

 


