
 

 

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 19, 2018 

 
A meeting of the Harbor Management Commission (HMC) of the Town of Fairfield was held on Tuesday, June 
19, 2018 at 4:30 p.m. in the Second Floor Conference Room, The Honorable John J. Sullivan Independence 
Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  James Harman, Chairman; Kim Taylor, Vice Chairman; Harry French, Secretary Chris 
Jennings; Mark Foster; Ted Schwartzman; Jacob Herschler and Norman Marsilius.  ABSENT: Cheryl Beacock. 
ALSO PRESENT: Geoffrey Steadman, HMC Consultant; Louis Schueler, Harbor Master, Brian Carey, 
Conservation Director; Christopher Eggers, RACE Coastal Engineering, and Brian T. McMahon, property owner. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. by Chairman Harman. 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Commissioner Harry French moved and Commissioner Kim Taylor seconded to 
approve the draft meeting minutes of May 15, 2018 as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT James Harman: Chairman Harman reported that he received the following 
correspondence: 

 May 21 - Purchase order approved for RACE to survey and prepare construction documents for Lower 
Wharf dredging 

 May 23 – Payment received from State to cover SHIPP grants 
 Chairman Harman also noted that he had met the ACOE project manager for Southport Harbor on June 

12th; Jeff Engborg provided a tour of the harbor and photos of the sandbar were taken. 

 
HARBOR MASTER’S REPORT: Louis Schueler, Harbor Master:  Harbor Master Schueler reported that he 
received a complaint about vessels being tied up at YYY beyond the 30 minute temporary docking period.  The 
Community Sailing program experienced some difficulty getting to their spot.  Conservation Director Carey 
also noted that there were miscommunications last week which resulted in the Shellfish Commission boat 
being docked there for an extended period of time but that has been resolved. Mr. Schueler suggested that 
the HMC review this to what can be done to avoid this occurring in the future. 

APPLICATIONS:    

1. Review proposal to reconfigure the “Water lot” adjoining the harbor across from 1100 Harbor Rd. (no 
formal application received yet): Christopher Eggers of RACE Coastal Engineering provided the HMC with 
photos and aerials, together with a description of the proposed reconfiguration of the property at 1100 
Harbor Road.  Mr. Eggers, along with property owner Brian McMahon stated that their goal is to improve 
public access to the harbor while addressing a trespassing problem described by Mr. McMahon at this 
location.  It was explained that the offer by the owners is to gift the small beach area adjoining the Lower 
Wharf to the Town and they will bear the costs surrounding the reconfiguration.  In exchange, the existing 
public access easement over Mr. McMahon’s property would be eliminated and access to the beach area 
would be provided through the Lower Wharf property. In addition, Mr. McMahon would apply for  
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authorization to place fill on his property above the Coastal Jurisdiction Line.  After discussion and questions, 
the HMC reserved its right to review the necessary applications, including Coastal Site Plan Review 
applications, at such time as they are submitted to the appropriate Town agencies. The HMC will be kept 
apprised and will review the formal applications, once submitted, and provide an opportunity for public 
comments 

 
2. US Army Corps of Engineers Application by the Town of Fairfield to perform work and place dredged or 
fill material below the high tide line of waters of the United States from the Town of Fairfield in Long Island 
Sound at the following beaches: Southport, South Pine Creek, Penfield, Sasco, and Jennings.  Conservation 
Director Carey advised the HMC that this application relates to a grant he had written and which was 
approved a few years ago.  The general idea behind this application is to survey the Town beaches and have 
them engineered to FEMA standards.  Once designed to the FEMA standard, not only will the beaches be more 
resilient to storm conditions, the Town will be in a position to be eligible for FEMA funds/reimbursement for 
impacts due to storm damage.  Following considerable discussion, Kim Taylor moved and Harry French 
seconded to have Geoff Steadman draft a letter to the ACOE setting forth its support of this proposal.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1.  Lower Wharf Project: Mr. Steadman:  Mr. Steadman advised the HMC that the Blessing of the Fleet was held last 
weekend, at which there was a plaque and boat ramp dedication ceremony honoring Ted and Arthur Jennings.  Color 
copies of event photos were distributed.  See photo attached hereto. 

2. Sand Management Project: Chairman Harman and Mr. Steadman: Efforts concerning the sand 
management project are on-going; Mr. Steadman reported that he had met with the ACOE last week; 
additional testing of sediment to be dredged will be done by the ACOE. 

3. Mooring Committee: Harbor Master Schueler & Mr. Marsilius:  Mr. Marsilius reported that the Mooring 
Committee had not met since April 5th, and that there was nothing new to report at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS:  None  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Chairman Harman noted that the SHIPP grant funds had been received. Chairman 
Harman further indicated that the Harbor Management Plan Review Committee is scheduled to meet this 
evening. 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before the Commission, at 5:38 p.m. Kim Taylor 
moved and Harry French seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Gabriel 
 
  



 

 

 


