
 
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

GOLF COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING  

Wednesday, October 28, 2020 7:00pm 
Via Teleconference  

Fairfield, CT 06824 

 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: IN LIGHT OF COVID-19, AND 

PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 7B, THE TOWN IS 

CONDUCTING THIS MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE ONLY. 

 

To listen to this meeting, call: (667) 776-9044, when asked if you are the host, please just 

remain on the line. Listeners will be muted unless otherwise permitted to speak.  

 

Please Note: 
 If you call to listen, you will not be heard by the committee members and there will be no live 

public comment. The public is encouraged to send their comments before or after the  
meeting to the following email: ffldgolfcom20@gmail.com with GOLF COMM in the subject line.  

 As you would in a public meeting, please include your name and address with your comment. 
 All comments received and verified will be included in the minutes with your name and address. 

Your email address will be excluded. 
 Agenda/minutes can be found here: https://fairfieldct.org/content/10736/12226/default.aspx  

 
 
 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Members Present: Keith Varian, Chairman, Michael Feinstein, P. Gleason, L. Herron, 
Christine Hogan, P. Secrist, Priscilla Schulz 
Members Absent: None 
Others Present: A.Calabrese, G. Foley 

 

 

I.  Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm. 
 

II. To hear and or act upon: HSR Golf Professional  
K. Varian started by saying the one agenda item for the night was to 
discuss and vote on the head golf pro position.  This has been a long 
process and at times difficult, but relatively smooth.  K. Varian wanted to 
take time to thank the candidates, Jim Alexander, Bob Bigonette and 
Frank Darby.  All three had excellent backgrounds and passion for golf, 
which came through in their interviews. Each candidate had great 
strengths.  He thanked Jim for being professional during this process as it 
has been awkward and Jim has been at Smith Richardson for 15 year 
and has had a large impact on the course.  K. Varian also wanted to 
thank Anthony Calabrese of Parks & Recreation and Gerald Foley in 
Purchasing, as well as each of the commissioners.  Each proposal was 
reviewed, the commissioners interviewed each candidate, spoke with 
other pros and members of the Fairfield golfing community and read all 
the letters that came in regarding the candidates.  During the 
deliberations, there was one candidate that did stand out and that was 



Bob Bigonette.  What really impressed the commission is his vision, 
creativity and dedication to customer service.  His energy, passion for golf 
and Fairfield is undeniable.  He has a great desire to create programs for 
the town to maximize both courses. This is a great opportunity we have 
for the new clubhouse and new concessionaire to increase golf interest. 
K. Varian then asked for a motion to approve Bob Bigonette as the next 
head golf professional on the terms of the RFP and his proposal.   
 
Commissioner Paul Gleason also wanted to say that this was not an easy 
decision and he agreed that Bob Bigonette was the right choice. P. 
Gleason went on to speak about the successes of all three candidates.  
He also wanted to thank them and the people of Fairfield who wrote over 
200 letters in support of the candidates.  
 
P. Gleason made a motion to approve Bob Bigonette as the next head 
golf professional on the terms of the RFP and proposal.  L. Herron 
seconded the motion.  K. Varian asked if any of the other commissioners 
wanted to comment.  As none came forward the vote was taken and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
During the voting process, there were two members of the public who 
unmuted themselves despite the Town’s rule that there would be no 
public comment and they tried to disrupt the vote by yelling. The two 
individuals repeatedly ignored requests by K. Varian and the other 
members of the Commission to be quiet and they continued to attempt to 
impede the business of the Golf Commission.  As with all teleconference 
meetings since the COVID-19 regulations started, there is no public 
comment and it is posted on the agenda that emails can be sent to the 
commission for response.  After the vote was complete, K. Varian asked 
for a motion to adjourn while one of the individuals continued to be 
disruptive by yelling and speaking over K. Varian and the other committee 
members, voicing his opposition to the passing vote.   

 
III.  Adjourn 

L. Herron made a motion to adjourn.  P. Gleason seconded the motion.  
The meeting adjourned at 7:10pm. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pru O’Brien 
Recording Secretary 

  


