
Town of Fairfield, Connecticut 

Golf Commission 

Monday, May 13, 2019 

Eunice Postol Parks and Recreation Center 

75 Mill Plain Road, Fairfield, CT 

 

 

Members Present: Ryan Scully, Chairman; Paul Gleason, Keith Varian, Liam Herron, Priscilla 

Schulz, and Peter Secrist 

Members Absent:  
Others Present: Jim Alexander, Peter Grace and members of the public   

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm  

 

I.   Act on Minutes:   April 8, 2019  

Motion: P. Schulz made a motion, seconded by K. Varian to approve the minutes as written.  

Vote: Unanimous 

 

II. Communications –  

1. Ed Colon - Waive fees for District Championship – Chairman Scully read a letter from the 

HSR Men’s Club requesting that Golf fees be waived for the District Tournament. Men’s club 

members spoke regarding history and other courses that permit this or at least permit resident 

rats for all tournament guests. Members were concerned that this would set precedents for other 

clubs and would reduce revenue on a weekend. They asked to have more detailed information. 

No action was taken. 

2. Carin Schwartz - Condition of Carl J. Dickman Course.- Ms. Schwartz was not present 

however both Superintendent Grace and Foreman John Johnson spoke to the occurrence last fall 

of a broken floodgate. It allowed salt to enter onto the course which basically killed the 7
th

 

fairway. They have since aerified and overseeded it. The issue is that the 7 & 8 holes are at 

marsh grade which doesn’t drain well in this rainy weather. Both asked that the next budget 

include funds to regrade this area. They assume that Conservation may need to be involved in 

this as well.  Mr. Scully, with the assistance of Mr. Grace, will respond to Ms. Schwartz. Mr. 

Alexander also wanted to clarify that no funds were allocated to create a temporary 16
th

 green 

as Ms. Schwartz alluded.  

3. Sara Laterza – Women’s Club President complimented the staff of the Pro Shop and the 

restaurant as well as the greens keepers for their recent opening day outing.  

 

III. Staff Reports   

1.   Pro Manager Report – Mr. Alexander reported that the April numbers were good but the rain in 

May has been tough. He has heard very positive reviews from the ladies about the 6
th

 tee.  Mr. 

Alexander added that both Longshore and Tashua Knolls golf pros have said that they will accept 

resident rates from Fairfield residents when HSR closes in early November for the Clubhouse 

renovation.  He will keep the members updated on this.  

2.   Administration Report – Mr. Calabrese reported that he and Mr. Grace had a meeting with the 

Conservation Department with regard to some issues that they would like addressed. One is a ten-foot 

buffer “No Mow Zone”, another are the ponds that require dredging. They would like them dredged on 

a schedule. Mr. Scully asked that we continue to remain compliant.  Mr. Calabrese reported that there 

continue to be issues with the software and they have investigated using E-Z Links but they will not 

make a change mid-season.  

 

3.  Superintendent Report – Mr. Grace reported that they have been tracking the weather and rain as 

requested last season. The average temperature is down eleven degrees from last year and as of May 



13, they have received as much rain as all of May, 2018. The 16
th

 green should be completed very 

soon. The ladies’ 6
th

 tee has been reworked and all seem pleased. There is a new bench on the 2
nd

 tee. 

He and Anthony had a meeting with the Conservation Department with regard to some issues that they 

would like addressed. One is a ten-foot buffer “No Mow Zone” and another are the ponds that require 

dredging and they would like them on a schedule. Mr. Scully asked that we continue to remain 

compliant.   

 

IV. Greens Committee Report – Mr. Gleason reported that the tees to greens are outstanding. He feels 

that cart paths should be the Commission’s next focus. Mr. Scully agreed that the cart paths will be in 

the next 10-year plan.  

 

V. Old Business – To hear and act upon:   

1. Clubhouse Building Update – Mr. Scully let the members know that the Building Committee is 

now seeking approvals from Town Zoning. He believes because there are no variances needed that this 

should go smoothly. Mr. Scully asked Mr. Calabrese to work with the current Concessionaire regarding 

winter events that may be scheduled. Mr. Calabrese stated that none were booked. Mr. Scully added 

that they are waiting to learn the day-to-day logistics of the golf operations/parking once the project 

begins and how it might affect operations. An architect has been chosen but a General Contractor has 

not.   

        a). Concession RFP – Mr. Calabrese let the members know that the Building Committee gave the 

schematics to the Purchasing Department last week.  There are now conflicting opinions as to when the 

RFP should actually go out for bid. That timing is actually up to the Commission however, they want 

to be in step with what the Building Committee believes is best. Some feel that it should go out early to 

give the winner an opportunity to assist in the overall design but some on the Building committee feel 

that waiting will give the best result. Mr. Scully will discuss this timing with Mr. Curley and report 

next month.   

 

VI.   New Business – None 

 

VII.  Public Input – Chris Blanc, 365 High Ridge Rd.- Mr. Blanc asked if he is permitted to caddy 

for his son. He is unable to play but would like the opportunity to go out with this 13-year-old son. 

Because the rules state that no one can be on the course who is not playing, Mr. Alexander let him 

know that he can come into the Pro Shop and fill out a permission form.   

 

Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by general consent at 7:48 

p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Joan C. Ryan, Recording Secretary 


