
Town of Fairfield, Connecticut 

Golf Commission 

Monday, May 14, 2018 

Eunice Postol Parks and Recreation Center 

75 Mill Plain Road, Fairfield, CT 

 

 

Members Present: Ryan Scully, Chairman; Paul Gleason, Liam Herron, and Eileen Wenzel  

Members Absent: Corinne Halliday 

Member Vacancy: Phillip Collin and Alex Grutkowski 

Others Present: Anthony Calabrese, Parks & Recreation Director 

 

Chairman Ryan Scully called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  

 

I.   Act on Minutes:  March 12, 2018  

Motion: L. Herron made a motion, seconded by E. Wenzel to approve the minutes as written.  

Vote:  3-0-1 (P. Gleason abstained)  

 

II. Communications – Chairman Scully accepted Alex Grutkowski’s resignation who wrote citing 

work conflicts that prevent him from making the meetings. Chairman Scully mentioned that the First 

Selectman has asked and been given recommendations for replacements. He hopes that the 

appointments might be made in time for the June meeting. The appointments are at the discretion of the 

First Selectman and will be partial terms for both vacancies.     

 

III. Staff Reports   

1.  Pro Manager Report – Mr. Alexander reported that the course opened on March 28 which was the 

earliest in the area. A good turnout for a March 30 tournament helped revenue that month. Weather has 

been very tough in April but in May they are now up 400 rounds to last year. Mr. Alexander shared that 

the new carts are being well-received. The GPS needs some fine tuning but most are pleased. He did 

not see an uptick in cart use due to the GPS. When asked if there was no longer a need for a ranger due 

to the GPS tracking of the carts and knowledge of slow play, he remarked that he still feels a ranger is 

important for safety reasons. He doesn’t see many habitually slow players.  

The Mr. and Mrs. Shamrock Tournament was just held and was a good event but not well attended due 

to three other tournaments on the same day.  On September 24 a new tournament benefitting the 

Homeless Veterans will be added and run by Kieran McAlinden’s wife.    

Lastly, Mr. Alexander asked for permission to start play on Fridays at 6:30 AM rather than 7:00 AM. 

from Memorial Day Friday until Labor Day. He feels this would be popular and can add four extra tee 

times.  All agreed.  

2.   Administration Report – Mr. Calabrese had no report.      

3.  Superintendent Report – Mr. Grace reported that the staff continues to do tree clean-up. The 

power is getting squared away. Both U.I. and Yankee Electric, in cooperation with DPW are putting 

the power underground. The expense was in the operating budget. The stairs at the 5
th

 tee were 

replaced by new stone steps.   Ms. Wenzel mentioned a large hole on the 18
th

 tee. Mr. Grace said that it 

is on the list. She felt orange cones should be placed there for safety reasons. Mr. Grace stated that 

Zach will be back soon to start other projects. This is in the Capital plan.  

 



IV. Greens Committee Report – Ms. Halliday was not present however she contacted the Chairman 

and Recreation staff to make them aware of the poor conditions of the portable restrooms on the 

course. This will be handled. Ms. Halliday also mentioned the hardness of the traps but no others felt 

that this was an issue.  

 

V. Old Business – To hear and act upon:  

1.  Clubhouse Building Update – Chairman Scully reported that Clubhouse Building Committee is in 

full swing and eight companies responded to the RFP. Four were chosen as finalist and they will meet 

on May 22 and 23 to speak to architects and make a final choice.  The three options are: 

1. Renovate the clubhouse in place 

2. Tear down and rebuild in place.  

3. Move the clubhouse to the location of the Superintendent’s Building, closer to the driving range on 

Hoyden’s Lane.  

The choice will likely come down to dollars though many are very intrigued by the third option which 

they feel will raise driving range revenue and allow the course to operate while the building is going 

on. Chairman Scully urged the members to follow the progress online.   

Because the concession lease falls under the auspices of the Commission, Mr. Calabrese and Mr. 

Scully mentioned that the Commission may need to start looking for restaurant vendors in order to 

assist the architect and the sub-committee in their work on the building. Craig Curley has already 

spoken to the present concessionaire as well as the CT. Restaurant Assn.  If all proceeds as they hope, 

shovels may go in the ground after Labor Day in 2019.  

Mr. Scully stated that after the two new members are appointed, work on a new 10-year plan should 

begin. This of course will be contingent on the option that the Building Committee chooses for the 

clubhouse. 

 

 VI. New Business – To hear and act upon:   

1.    Golf Board Discussion – Chairman Scully reported that a verbal request to permit a golf board at 

HSR had come to the Recreation staff. Mr. Alexander reminded the Commission that this had come 

before them a few years ago and the Town Attorney had decided that HSR was not a suitable course for 

them and would not permit them. Mr. Alexander agreed.  

 

VII. Public Input – Mr. Ralph Butera, course employee, asked that deodorizers be placed in the 

Men’s Room urinals. Mr. Grace’s staff will handle that.   

 
 

Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by general consent at 7:40 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,  

Joan C. Ryan, Recording Secretary 


