
Town of Fairfield, Connecticut 

Golf Commission 

Monday, July 9, 2018 

Eunice Postol Parks and Recreation Center 

75 Mill Plain Road, Fairfield, CT 

 

 

Members Present: Ryan Scully, Chairman; Paul Gleason, Corinne Halliday and Eileen Wenzel, 

Liam Herron, Priscilla Schulz, and Peter Secrist 

Members Absent: None 
Others Present: Jim Alexander, Peter Grace and members of the public   

 

I.   Act on Minutes:  June 11, 2018  

Motion: P. Secrist made a motion, seconded by L. Herron to approve the minutes with a spelling 

correction.  

Vote:  5-0-2 (C. Halliday and E. Wenzel abstained)  

 

II. Communications – None 

 

III. Staff Reports   

1.  Pro Manager Report – Mr. Alexander reported that June was a good month. He noted that Non-

Resident play is up while resident play is down. This is not surprising in light of the downward trend of 

ID purchases. Junior IDs are most dramatically down by 100 over last year. Mr. Alexander also noted 

that his staff is being very strict when checking for proof of residency so that may explain the higher 

non-resident play.     

 

2.   Administration Report – Mr. Calabrese was not present however Mr. Scully reported that he and 

the Director had had a conversation regarding play and decreased revenue at the Carl Dickman Par 3 

course. Some members felt that this was a new norm and a sign of millennial families not leaving their 

families for long periods of time to play golf. Others agree that golf is on a downward trend while 

sports like lacrosse are taking family time. Mr. Scully felt that it was an area to consider during budget 

and rate discussions because the past three years have seen a decline in revenue.        

 

3.  Superintendent Report – Mr. Grace reported that the crew has been battling the heat’s effect on 

the course but it looks pretty good. He reported that the power lines are in but they are delaying turning 

on the power until October. He is leaning toward hydra-seeding the front entranceway. It will be 

determined by the cost factor. The 16
th

 Green work will begin in October. Zak has been consulting with 

an architect. Per Mr. Gleason’s request, Mr. Grace will bring the plans forward before work begins.   

 

IV. Greens Committee Report – Ms. Halliday reported that the course looks beautiful with the 

exception of a very few sun scorched areas.  

 

V. Old Business – To hear and act upon:  

1.  Clubhouse Building Update – Chairman Scully reported that Clubhouse Building Committee was 

meeting at the same time as this meeting and Mr. Calabrese was attending that meeting. They have 

been having working group meetings with Jim and as yet no decisions have been made but they are 

expecting to downsize the initial 11.400 Sq. ft. proposal to something less than 10,000 sq. ft.  Options 

are still to: 

1. Renovate the clubhouse in place 

2. Tear down and rebuild in place.  



3. Move the clubhouse to the location of the Superintendent’s Building, closer to the driving range on 

Hoyden’s Lane.  

Mr. Scully and Mr. Calabrese have been asked to make a presentation to the RTM explaining the 

Fairfield Golf operations as well as the course’s history and the golfing community. Mr. Scully expects 

a choice to be made by the end of July with requests for approval in the Fall. The hope is to have a 

shovel in the ground in the Fall of 2019. It would impact the end of 2019 and most of 2020.  Parking is 

being looked at carefully as to flow and size, including a bag drop. This will impact the size of group 

that the restaurant can host. It is thought that they would like to be able to host a tournament of 150 

people while still being able to have a small group in the restaurant.   

2. Future Concession Discussion – No action was taken on this matter and it was tabled until next 

month.  

 

VI. New Business – To hear and act upon:   

1. Cart GPS - Ms. Wenzel asked about the GPS in the carts because she and many others are finding 

that it consistently beeps in places where it shouldn’t and it is generally not working as it should. Mr. 

Alexander had discussed this issue at the previous meeting that Ms. Wenzel could not attend, stating 

that it is a work in progress and they continue to tweak it. He will continue to monitor it.  

 

VII. Public Input –  

1. James Terry – 4360 Congress St. was present to follow up on letter sent several months ago 

asking that the Commission consider ways for the users of the course to take more ownership in 

keeping the course in good condition. His suggestions were to: 

 Ask players to fix one ball mark plus their own and one divot plus their own.  

 Ask players and rangers to pick up trash  

 Ask players to pick up and discard broken tees.   

Mr. Terry felt excellent ways to get the word out would be to: 

 Send blast e-mails to the various clubs, (Senior, Men’s etc.) 

 Place flyers under score cards in carts. 

 Place reminders on the GPS screen 

 Replace the once existing reminder sign on the 1
st
 tee 

 Ask Rangers to carry a plastic bag with them on their rounds for trash pickup during slow 

times. 

Mr. Terry stated that this is meant to be subtle reminders but to “get in the players’ heads” and before 

long it becomes habit.  Mr. Scully stated that he would reach out to the clubs.  

 

2. Kieran McAlinden, Concessionaire was present to let the members know that he has had had 

numerous weeks with no air conditioning and continual sewer issues that have made doing 

business very difficult. The Commission was sympathetic and realizes that maintenance has been 

deferred. Mr. Grace stated that they are trying to deal with the sewer issues on a timely basis. Mr. 

Scully asked that he and the Director be notified as these issues arise so they are aware in addition 

to Mr. Ryan from DPW. Mr. McAlinden also asked that Mr. Calabrese advertising the restaurant 

phone number on the GPS so that players can call ahead for food at the turn.  

 
Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by general consent at 8:00 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,  

Joan C. Ryan, Recording Secretary 


