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http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry 

 

Administrative:   

Attendance:  Meeting convened via Zoom.  Attending were Mary Hogue (Chair), 
Jeff Minder (Tree Warden) and Committee Members Tom Corell, Geoff Steadman, 
Peter Krauss, Karin Layton and Joe File.  Also in attendance was visitor Elaine 
George, a Graduate Student at Oregon State University.  It was noted that Alyssa 
Israel has resigned from the Committee. 

Minutes:  Minutes of the 9/15/2020 meeting were unanimously approved as 
submitted. 

Tree Warden Report:  

Electric Utility’s Vegetative Management (VM) Program:  Jeff Minder reported 
that United Illuminating (UI) is close to completing its 2020 Direct Contact/TRM 
Program on approximately 40 miles of Town roads and anticipates working on up to 
an additional 25 miles of roads during the remainder of the year.  UI continues to 
seek Jeff’s review and approval of all such work, prior to its being done.  

News Feed: 
Jeff Minder reported an increase in the number of requests being submitted to his 
office by residents seeking to have roadside trees removed from their properties.  
The Committee considered whether this increase could be in part of a lack of 
understanding of the importance of such trees to the Community and its residents.  
Therefore, the Committee decided that the topic of its Newsfeeds for the fall 
should be an article on the importance of trees.  

Tree Planting Program (TPP): 

Tree Planting Program (TPP):  Jeff Minder and Tom Corell reported that that 
although, because of Covid-19, no firm decision can yet be made, they are 
preparing for the possibility that a TPP will be held this upcoming Spring.   The 
Town has received orders for more than 100 trees to be planted.   

http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry


Tree Evaluations:  Tom Corell reported that he has completed an evaluation of the 
condition of the trees the Town planted in the Spring of 2020.  The results of that 
evaluation, as well as an update on the evaluations of the conditions of trees 
planted in prior years, still remain to be done.    

Deer Protection:  Tom Corell reported that he has placed wire Deer Protectors 
around all of the trees planted in 2020 that needed it. 

TPP Data Base:  Tom Corell reported that the Data Base that Dave McMahon has 
been working on has made a big step forward.  Declan Brennan, a young volunteer 
who has been assisting on this project, by combining the spreadsheets containing 
the 2020 data, has developed a prototype that looks promising.  The next step is 
locating a host for the data and testing it out before adding prior years data.  
Learning to use the data will be challenging and exciting as this evolves.   

Town Plans:   

Geoff Steadman continues to work on updating the Town’s Community Forest 
Management Plan (CFMP) to incorporate the Committee’s and the Tree Warden’s 
current position on the Town’s VM program.  Jeff Minder and Mary Hogue will meet 
within the next several days to develop utility guidelines to be included in the CFMP 
and will report on them at a future Committee Meeting.                       

Submitted: 11/17/2020  


