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Administrative:   

Attendance:  Meeting convened via Zoom.  Attending were Mary Hogue (Chair), Jeff Minder 
(Tree Warden), Committee Members Joe File, Tom Corell, Dave McMahon, Misty Beyer, Geoff 
Steadman.  Also in attendance was Fairfield resident Peter Krauss. 

Committee Membership:  By unanimous approval, Peter Krauss and Alyssa Israel were made 
Members of the Committee. 

Minutes:  Minutes of the 5/19/2020 meeting were unanimously approved as submitted. 

Tree Warden Report:  

Electric Utility’s Vegetative Management (VM) Program:  Jeff Minder reported that United 
Illuminating (UI) is currently finishing work originally scheduled for completion during 2019, 
much of which involves removal of dead trees.  UI has planned no new VM work in Fairfield in 
2020 but has advised that in its 2021 VM Program it intends to work on trees along Congress 
Street and Blackrock Turnpike and in the hills near Lake Mohegan.    Jeff also reported that 
PURA will hold a Public Meeting in June to discuss UI’s proposal to change the way it had been 
performing its VM work, which changes are opposed by Fairfield, as well as by several other 
communities served by UI.  Jeff will attend that Meeting and the Committee will submit written 
comments to be included in the Meeting records. 

Tree Planting Program (TPP): 

TPP Fall Planting:  Tom Corell reported that the Town has recorded approximately 70 client 
requests for roadside trees to be planted, but because of issues arising from the Covid-19 
situation, it cannot yet be determined whether the Town will be able to plant this upcoming 
Fall.  Decisions as to whether and how to proceed will be made later this summer.  Tom also 
reported that due to the Covid-19 distancing recommendations surveys of the condition of trees 
planted in the last two years have been curtailed indefinitely.  

TPP Database:  Dave McMahon reported that he hopes that the TPP Database will be completed 
and operational in time for the Fall Planting and that Teresa Nguyen, a student at Fairfield 
University, has agreed to assist him in its development and implementation.   Tom Corell 
suggested that the Committee consider adding information about specific tree diseases to be 
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added to the data collected during tree surveys and including that information into the 
database. 

Commemorative Trees:  Misty Beyer reported that the Commemorative Tree program is very 
slow right now.  Interested clients can use local nurseries for trees while the Town’s program is 
on hold.   

Roots to Branches:  Misty Beyer reported that an introductory video describing the Smith-
Richardson Property and its recovery project is almost complete.  

Monthly Newsfeed Article:  Tom Corell reported that an email was sent to all residents who 
participated on the Town’s TPP reminding them of the importance of mulching and watering the 
trees that they had purchased and the procedures for doing so properly.  He received a number of 
email replies indicating their appreciation of the Towns Program and thanks for the reminder. 

Town Plans:  Geoff Steadman, who has been working on the Committee’s contributions to the 
update of the Town’s Community Management Plan (CMP) and Plan of Conservation and 
Development (POCD), reported that both are moving forward quite slowly due to the Covid-19 
situation.  The Committee’s suggested input to the POCD and anticipates that it will ultimately be 
approved and included. Geoff continues to work on his suggestions for the Committee’s input to 
the CMP and hopes to have them completed in time for the Committee to review at its July 
Meeting.     

Submitted: 7/21/20 

The Fairfield Forestry Committee promotes stewardship of town-owned trees and assists the town Tree Warden with implementing the town’s 
Community Forest Management Plan. The committee promotes awareness and appreciation for the environmental, economic, and cultural value of 
trees in Fairfield


