
FFC – 5/19/2020 Minutes
Fairfield Forestry Committee, Fairfield CT 
http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry 
 

Administrative:   

Attendance:  Meeting convened via Zoom.  Attending were Mary Hogue (Chair), Jeff Minder 
(Tree Warden), Committee Members Joe File, Tom Corell, Karin Layton, Dave McMahon, Misty 
Beyer and Geoff Steadman.   Also attending were:  Chris Donnolly (CT DEEP Urban Forester), 
Dianne Wasserman (Hamden Alliance for Trees), Mikey Hirshoff (Garden Club of New Haven), 
Anne Rowlands (Connecticut Gardener Magazine), Maggie Redfern (Assistant Director New 
London Arboretum & New London Trees group), Ofonime Udo-okon (Sierra Club) and Fairfield 
residents Alyssa Israel, Shawn O’Sullivan, Peter Krauss and Jim Hanley.   

  
Minutes:  Minutes of the 4/21/2020 meeting were approved as submitted. 

Tree Warden Report:  

Electric Utility’s Vegetative Management Program:  The Targeted Risk Management (TRM) 
Program that United Illuminating (UI) used in most of Connecticut in 2019 for vegetative 
management exclude Tree Warden or property owner involvement in the decisions as to which 
trees were to be worked upon and the amount of work to be done.  Jeff Minder reported, 
however, that for the Town of Fairfield, he had worked out an arrangement whereby his consent 
to and approval of the amount of work to be done on any Town tree although a formal Permit 
was not required.  During 2019, using this modified procedure, UI completed its 2019 TRM 
Program on approximately 30 to 40 miles of Town roads, including the removal of approximately 
two dozen Ash trees that had been killed by Emerald Ash Borers. For its 2020 program UI 
expects use this same modified TRM procedure to do tree work on approximately 68 miles of 
Town roads, including the removal any hazardous trees as they are found. While operating under 
this arrangement is currently providing adequate protection of the Town’s roadside trees, it 
would still be preferable for UI to return to the procedure used in prior years under its 
Enhanced Tree Trimming (ETT) Program, and the Committee will continue working towards that 
end  

Public Utility Regulatory Agency (PURA):  UI and the CT Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP) have filed answers to interrogatories that had been submitted 
by PURA under Docket No. 12-12-25.  It was noted that Katie Dykes, DEEP Commissioner, is 
interested in proper tree planting and reducing electricity usage, both of which are emphasized 
in this Committee’s prior PURA comments.  Joe, Geoff, Jeff and Mary will work on a response to 
UI’s and DEEP’s answers to the interrogatories. 

Tree Planting Program (TPP):  Tom Corell reported that although the Spring Planting has been 
cancelled because of Covid-19 concerns, the Town hopes to have a Fall Planting.  The Town 
currently has 41 requests for trees to be planted in that Fall Planting, and if we promote it, we 
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could expect many more. Dave McMahon indicated that he hopes that the database he has been 
developing will be ready for use by the time that the Fall Planting begins.  To attempt to locate 
people interested in working with this Committee, Mary has been in touch with contacts at both 
Sacred Heart University (SHU) and Fairfield University (FU) and has used “Handshake”, an online 
program that universities use to post internships.  As a result, she posted at ten universities in CT, 
including SHU and FU.  It was decided that the mulch and watering instructions should be resent to 
the Town’s 2019 TPP clients to remind them of their trees’ water needs. 

Commemorative Tree Program:  Misty Beyer reported that this Program’s webpage is now up to 
date and that because the Town has no large trees in inventory appropriate for Commemorative 
Trees, people currently interested in this Program may purchase and have their trees planted from 
local nurseries. 

Roots to Branches:  Misty Beyer reported that the first video, consisting of an overview about the 
Smith Richardson Property, with Charlie Stebbins and Jerid O’Connell is almost complete.  It is 
hoped that there will be three additional videos about that Property addressing the plantings in its 
wetland, meadow and tree areas. anticipated.  Misty also hopes to work on an additional  series 
about the Larsen Wildlife Sanctuary.   

Community Forest Management Plan:  Geoff Steadman reported upon his continuing work on the 
Committee’s contributions to the update of the Town’s Community Management Plan and Plan of 
Conservation and Development (POCD).  He noted that Mary had a productive conversation with 
Emmeline Harrigan, Assistant Planner, who is charged with updating the POCD and suggested that 
we consider including in our Plan Best Management Practices (BMPs) for managing trees.  Ms. 
Harrigan indicated that the Planning and Zoning Department would be happy to give out the report 
at its desk. 

New Business: 

Ofonime Udo-okon, from the Sierra Club, addressed the Committee to describe Remington 
Woods, a 422 acre plot in Bridgeport (347 acres, including a 23 acre lake) and Stratford (75 
acres) that had previously been owned and used by the Remington Arms Company for 
manufacturing and testing munitions.  It has been designated a hazardous waste site and is 
being remediated by DuPont, it’s current owner.  Once remediation is complete, DuPont plans to 
sell the property, though it is hoped it might, instead, consider donating it to the towns or to a 
land trust for preservation in its natural state as a resource for the surrounding communities.  
The Sierra Club is seeking assistance in working towards that goal.  

Maggie Redfern, chair of New London Trees, addressed the Committee to advise that the Town 
of New London is in the process of creating a tree planting program similar to the Town’s TPP 
and would appreciate being able to consult with the Committee from time to time.   

Chris Donnolly requested the Committee to look into the possibility of using the data it 
collects in connection with its TPP, together with the USDA’s iTree program, to estimate the 
amount of atmospheric carbon dioxide and temperature reductions resulting from tree 
planting programs. 

The Fairfield Forestry Committee promotes stewardship of town-owned trees and assists the town Tree Warden with implementing the town’s 
Community Forest Management Plan. The committee promotes awareness and appreciation for the environmental, economic, and cultural value of 
trees in Fairfield
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