
 

 

FFC – 2/18/2020                     Minutes 

 
Fairfield Forestry Committee, Fairfield CT  
http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry 

 

 
Attending Committee Members:  Mary Hogue (Chair), Jeff Minder (Tree Warden), Tom Corell, Karin 
Layton, Dave McMahon and Joe File.  Also attending as a guest was Shawn O’Sullivan. 
 
Minutes:  Final, revised Minutes of the June 18, 2019, July 16, 2019, August 20, 2019, September 17, 2019, 
October 15, 2019 November 19, 2019, December 18, 2019 and January 21, 2020 Meetings were unanimously 
approved, as submitted, and authorized to be delivered to the Town 
 
Tree Warden Report: 
  

- Electric Utility’s Enhanced Tree Trimming (ETT) and Targeted Risk Management (TRM) Programs:  
On February 24, 2020 Jeff Minder and Mary Hogue attended a meeting of Town Officials with United 
Illuminating  (UI), the electric distribution Company servicing Fairfield, to discus UI’s use of its TRM 
Program in Fairfield.  A compromise was reached, and the parties agreed to UI’s using TRM this year 
provided that, except in emergency situations involving tree or branch contact with power lines that 
requires immediate action, UI will seek the Town Tree Warden’s approval for the removal or pruning of 
each tree before work on it has begun.   UI has provided a list of approximately 83 miles of Town Roads 
upon it hopes to provide TRM work this year.  
 
- Town Tree Removals: 
Work continues on the removal of the hundreds of dead and dying Ash trees from Town properties and 
rights of way.    

 

Tree Planting Program (TPP): 
 

- 2020 Spring Program: 
Jeff Minder has issued requests for bids for trees to nurseries for the Town’s 2020 Spring TPP Program.  
Responses are expected within a few weeks.  Jeff Minder will make a physical inventory of the 
remaining 2019 TPP trees held by the Town and he has received the responses to his requests for bids, 
he will determine what additional trees to order.  The Town will take orders for the Spring TPP through 
May 15, 2020.  Any orders received after that date will be deferred until the 2020 Fall TPP at the earliest.  
 
- TPP Database: 
Dave McMahon continues to test and add data into the new TPP Database, which he hopes will be 
operational in time for use in time for the 2020 Spring TPP. 

  
Roots to Branches:  The Program, celebrating Arbor Day as well as the Town’s 32nd consecutive year as a 
Tree City, arranged by the Committee will be held at the Fairfield Museum from 1:00 to 4:00 PM on April 
26, 2020 and will include a several seminars at the Fairfield Museum and a tree planting on Town property. 

http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry


 

   

The Fairfield Forestry Committee promotes stewardship of town-owned trees and assists the town Tree Warden with implementing the town’s Community Forest 
Management Plan. The committee promotes awareness and appreciation for the environmental, economic, and cultural value of trees in Fairfield 

Seasonal Walks:  The first of a series of Seasonal Walks arranged by the Committee at the CT Audubon 
Society’s Smith-Richardson Property will be given on May 23, 2020. 
 
Outreach:  Mary Hogue will attend meetings of the Hamden Alliance for Trees on March 4, 2020 and the 
Greenfield Hill Grange on April 25, 2020.  She also continues to work with Town School Officials to allocate 
a portion of each School’s land for native flowers, shrubs and trees to provide a Pollinator Pathway and 
additional educational opportunities for their students.  Additionally, the Committee will provide 
information about the Town’s TPP and its benefits at the YMCA’s Healthy Child Day event on April 18, 2020. 
 
New Business:   
 

- 50th Anniversary of Earth Day: 
Since this year will be the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, Shawn O’Sullivan, the guest at the meeting, 
suggested that the Committee attempt in some way to obtain synergy between that anniversary and 
the Town’s TPP and Commemorative Tree Program and possibly thereby increase awareness and sales.   

 
- New Tree Varieties for Planting in Town: 
Because of increasing temperatures in Connecticut resulting from Climate Change, some varieties of 
trees native to this area are beginning to show signs of stress, to become less hardy and to have a 
more limited life span.  Trees that have in the past thrived in this area are becoming less likely to do so 
as the temperatures continue to increase.  In an attempt to develop a long term plan for the future, the 
Committee is looking for trees that are native to some of our more southern states that might do well 
here if our temperatures continue to rise possibly to replace some of the more northern species now 
planted in Fairfield that are doing less well.   

 
 
 
Submitted 3/17/20 
Joe File 
 

 
 


