
FFC – 11/19/2019                     Minutes
Fairfield Forestry Committee, Fairfield CT 
http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry 
 

Attending Committee Members:  Mary Hogue (Chair), Jeff Minder (Tree Warden), Karin Layton, 
Dave McMahon, Joe File and Misty Beyer. 

Minutes:  Consideration of the Minutes of the 10/15/19 Minutes has been postponed until the 
December Meeting. 

Tree Warden Report:   
- Electric Utility’s Enhanced Tree Trimming (ETT)/ Targeted Risk Management (TRM) Program 
United Illuminating  (UI), the electric distribution Company servicing Fairfield, In spite of the 
Tree Warden’s objections, was planning to start this week to implement its TRM Program for 
trimming and removing trees along approximately 27 miles of Town roads in lieu of the ETT 
Program utilized in prior years.  However, in light of the recent elections, UI has postponed that 
commencement until after the Town’s new First Selectwoman takes Office.   

- Public Utility Regulatory Agency (PURA) 
PURA met with Town Officials on 11/12 and discussed UI’s response time with respect to power 
outages in Town as well as UI’s proposed TMR Program.  Mary Hogue and Jeff Minder, both of 
whom participated in that meeting reported that PURA did not fully understand what UI’s TRM 
Program actually entailed, that under the TRM Program UI will neither seek Permits from the 
Tree Warden for, nor involve the Tree Warden in the decision making with respect to, to tree 
trimming or removal along the Town Roads.  PURA expressed surprise that this was the case.  
The commencement of UI’ s TRM Program has been temporarily postponed, and Jeff Minder 
hopes that he will be able to work with PURA and UI to obtain more input into UI’s decisions.  
Later that same day, PURA held a Public Hearing at the Town Fire School to hear the opinions of 
Town residents about UI’s responses to recent power outages.  Mary Hogue and Jeff Minder 
attended that Hearing as observers and did not participate in the discussions.  Tree Planting  

- Program (TPP): 

- 2019 Fall Program: 
Jeff Minder reported that the tree planting has begun, will continue for several more weeks and 
should be completed before Thanksgiving.  In addition, the watering bags that were put on the 
trees planted in the Spring are now bing retrieved, cleaned and stored for reuse next Spring.   

Miscellaneous: 

- Seasonal Tree Walks: 
The Committee proposes to sponsor a series of Seasonal Tree Walks this this year at either the 
Fairfield Audubon or Aspertuck Land Trust, similar to what it had done in prior years. 

http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry


  
- Roots and Branches: 
The committee also proposes to offer another Roots and Branches Program again this Spring and 
Misty Beyer agreed to take the lead on arranging it as she hdd done so well last Spring.  

Submitted: 12/17/19 
Joe File

The Fairfield Forestry Committee promotes stewardship of town-owned trees and assists the town Tree Warden with implementing the town’s 
Community Forest Management Plan. The committee promotes awareness and appreciation for the environmental, economic, and cultural value of 
trees in Fairfield


