
FFC – 8/20/2019                     Minutes
Fairfield Forestry Committee, Fairfield CT 
http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry 
 

Attending Committee Members:  Mary Hogue (Chair), Jeff Minder (Tree Warden), Tom Corell, 
Misty Beyer, Karin Layton, Dave McMahon and Joe File. 

Minutes:  Minutes of the June 18, 2019 Meeting were approved as submitted.  Consideration of the 
Minutes of the July 16, 2019 Meeting was postponed until the August Meeting. 

Tree Warden Report: 

- Electric Utility’s Enhanced Tree Trimming (ETT) Program 
United Illuminating  (UI), the electric distribution Company servicing Fairfield, plans to utilize its 
new Targeted Risk Management (TRM) program for trimming and removing trees along 
approximately 38 miles of Town roads this year in lieu of the ETT program that it had utilized in 
prior years.  The Committee and others complained to the Public Utilities Regulatory Agency 
(PURA) about this change on the grounds that it interfered with the Tree Warden’s ability to be 
involved in the trimming/removal decisions.  However, PURA declined to make any affirmative 
decision on the matter.   Jeff Minder will give UI a blanket permit to work on (1) trees on the side 
of State Roads throughout Town and (2) dead Ash Trees on Town rights-of-way but will insist on a 
tree-by-tree permit requirement for any other, non-emergency tree work. 

Newsfeed Articles:  A number of possible topics for future Newsfeed Articles were discussed, 
including articles about the Town Memorial Tree Program, the Town Tree Plan, tree care and the 
importance of trees in general.  It was mentioned that Tom Corell had previously created a list of 
possible topics and he and Mary Hogue will attempt to locate it.  The decision as to the next topic 
has postponed until the August Meeting. 

Tree Planting Program (TPP): 

- 2019 Spring Program: 
Tom Corell reported that the spring planting has been completed.  In total, the Town planted 138 
trees and has about 30 carry-over inquiries for the fall planting.  One difficulty that arose with 
respect to this Spring Planting, which is the first in which we utilized deer fencing to protect the 
trees, is that we did not have enough for all the trees.  Additional fencing  will need to be 
purchased and put on the trees. 

- Tree Survey: 
Tom Corell has surveyed and evaluated 148 of the approximately 444 trees planted by the Town 
over the past few years.  A caliper measurement of the trunk has now been added to the 
evaluation.  The remaining surveys and evaluations will continue over the course of the summer. 

http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry


  
- Commemorative Tree Program 
In order to increase public awareness of this Program, descriptive flyers have been created an 
disseminated to Funeral Homes, Churches and Garden Clubs throughout Town and has been posted 
on the Next Door website.  We are also attempting to have it included in the Fairfield Rec 
Newsletter. 

- Tree Database:  
Dave McMahon continues to work on development of the database that can be used to both 
capture and evaluate data relating to the TPP and Commemorative Tree Program. 

- Neighborhood Focus: 

Veres.  The Veres area test was quite inefficient,  but provided some good learning and will 
ultimately result in a good number of trees being planted, including two in the local Park.  We 
learned that both direct mailings door-hangers are a highly ineffective way to obtain customers.  

Tunxis Hill:  Because of the commercial nature of this test area, it possible that a few trees will 
be planted, but not many. 

Submitted 9/17/19  
Joe File 

The Fairfield Forestry Committee promotes stewardship of town-owned trees and assists the town Tree Warden with implementing the town’s 
Community Forest Management Plan. The committee promotes awareness and appreciation for the environmental, economic, and cultural value of 
trees in Fairfield


