
FIRE COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 20, 2020 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

A Special meeting of the Fire Commission was held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 20, 
2020, at Station #2, 600 Jennings Road, Fairfield, Connecticut. 
 
Members Present:  Chairman Harry Ackley, William Fitzpatrick 
Members Absent:  John Brannelly, Dorothea Brennan, Joseph Olzacki, Robert Scinto 
 
Others Present: Fire Fighter Jeffrey DeNitto, Deputy Fire Chief Kyran Dunn, Lieutenant 
Dennis Eannotti, Lieutenant Justin Greenhaw, Ken Martin-Colony Grill, Fire Chief Denis 
McCarthy, Fire Fighter Jason Salvato, Assistant Chief Schuyler Sherwood, Local 1426 
Members 
 
Chairman Ackley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Chairman Ackley led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 A moment of silence was held for deceased fire fighters and the ill. 
 
2. Recognition of Paul Coniglio, Ken Martin and Colony Grill for their support of the 

Fairfield Fire Department and the two projects in particular that donated funds from the 
HOT OIL Race have supported: Station 2 Kitchen and Dive Team 

 
Chief McCarthy introduced Mr. Martin and noted the many ways Colony Grill is an integral 
part of the community. The Chief said the department is grateful to the entire Colony family 
for their generosity.  He recognized the impact of their donation for the dive equipment and 
how it will save lives. 
 
Assistant Chief Sherwood gave some background on the condition of Station #2’s kitchen 
and the outdated facility. He said everybody has contributed this project and the fire fighters 
came in on their own time to help. He noted the amazing process in which Fire Fighter 
Salvato’s talented craftsmanship created the unique kitchen table, Fire Fighter DeNitto’s 
contracting experience in managing the project and Station Officer, Lieutenant Eannotti, who 
managed the budget and funding, met with vendors and provided leadership and support. 
Assistant Chief Sherwood said he is very proud of all their efforts. 
 
Chief McCarthy mentioned personnel from all four shifts assisted in the project which 
became a team building activity and gave opportunity for everyone to pitch in. 
 
Lieutenant Greenhaw reported each year they respond to a drowning. He said they have all 
sorts of training which is possible through donations. He itemized the cost of the dive 
equipment; every gear set is estimated at $3,000 per person and with air tanks $4,500. They 
plan to train eight divers and purchase eight dive sets. They follow NFPA standards which 
are very difficult to meet. 
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Fire Fighter DeNitto, on behalf of the Fairfield Fire Department, presented Mr. Martin with a 
large American Flag constructed out of fire hose stamped with the Fairfield Fire emblem. He 
told Mr. Martin they would be happy to hang the Flag for them on the wall at Colony Grill and 
that a sign is also being made to hang with the Flag thanking Colony Grill for their support. 
 
Mr. Martin said this is an amazing gift and is humbled to receive it. He commented that his 
partner, Mr. Coniglio, was unable to attend due to travel delays but also sincerely thanked 
the Fire Fighters for all they do. He congratulated the Fire Department on the kitchen project 
and said it is so encouraging and inspiring to hear stories like this. He said he and his partner 
try to do their part and that first responders don’t get enough credit. 
 
Chairman Ackley suspended the remainder of Agenda due to lack of a quorum. 
 
 3. Chairman’s Report 
 
 4. Chief’s Monthly Report – Budget Update 
 a)  Capital Budget – Waterfall 
 b)  Fire Marshal’s Office Staffing 
 c)  Town Hall Emergency Plan 
 d)  Donations - No action taken. 
 
 5. Deputy Chief’s Operations Report 
 
 6. Local 1426 Update 
 
 7. CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) Update 
 
 8. Old Business 
 
 9.  Approval of January 9, 2020, Minutes – No action taken. 
 
10.  Private Executive Session 

 Authorize Sick Leave Extension Local 1426 – No action taken. 
 
11. Public Comment  
 
12.  Adjournment - Chairman Harry Ackley adjourned the meeting at 7:17 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sheila Tesei 


