
FIRE COMMISSION 
September 12th 2019 

Minutes 
 

A regular meeting of the Fairfield Fire Commission was held at 7:00p.m. Thursday, 
September 12th 2019, at the Fairfield Fire Dept., Station #1 Fire Headquarters, 140 
Reef Road, Apparatus Floor, Fairfield, CT 06824. 
 
Members Present: Chairman - Craig Vansteenbergen, Joseph Olzacki-Secretary, Tom 
Bremer, Dorothea Brennan, Bill Fitzpatrick. 
Others Present:  Denis McCarthy-Fire Chief, Kyran Dunn-Deputy Fire Chief. Norma 
Peterson: CERT 
Absent: Commissioner Brannelly, Commissioner Ackley 

 
Chairman VanSteenbergen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
   
1. Pledge of Allegiance - Chairman VanSteenbergen led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
A moment of silence was held for fallen firefighters. 
 
2.    Approval of June 13 2019 Minutes – Commissioner Brennan motioned to 
approve the June 13, 2019 minutes, seconded by Commissioner Olzacki. Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
3. Chief’s Monthly Report – Apparatus and Buildings 

Chief noted Apparatus Ladder 2 Truck is out of service. During investigation of a 
Hydraulic Leak, vendor discovered a crack in sleeve that reinforces the frame 
rails that supports the suspension system for the rear wheels. 
 
 The FD in the process of getting an Emergency, repair authorization to get the 
work done. It will take a couple of months.  Rust prevention going well. 
Commissioner Olzacki asked about cause of frame damage and Chief’s 
response was age, wear and tear.  
 
Station 2 is an ongoing project with completion date around December. Chief 
thanked all the Fire Dept. for their cooperation during this time and their sweat 
and equity to make this happen.  
 
a) Administration: Chief and DC working on Capital Waterfall budget (five 

Year Spending Apparatus Replacement plan, which includes Station 4). 
Station 2 may be eligible for part of the money.   

 
b) Maintenance- Discussed under Chief’s monthly report.  
 
c) Donations- None to report. 

 
d)  Ladder Truck Update – Discussed under Chief’s monthly report.   
 
e) Emergency Management- Chief talked about the Code Red Community 

Notification Enrollment. Trying to encourage residents to sign up as families 
are growing. The Fire Dept. collaborated with Red Cross and received 200 
smoke detectors, which will be installed during our routine requests and 
October’s Senior Smoke Detector initiative.   
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4) Deputy Chief’s Operations Report:   
 
      Deputy Chief spoke about the Drowning at Lake Mohegan. Chief spoke very 

strongly regarding sending his Firefighters to this situation without any 
equipment or protection so they are limited to the help they can give and he 
cannot let his people watch people die.  

   
Chief would like to see Open Water Dive training come back for the Fire Dept. 
and have Dive Equipment on the rescue truck. President Tuttle spoke along with 
Lt. Greenhaw over what the Firefighters go through at a situation like this and 
thanked the Chief for bringing this to the attention of the Commission. The Dept. 
has reached out to State Rep Tony Hwang for funding.  They have full support of 
the commission.  

  
Commissioner Olzacki mentioned to reach out to Coastal Community and 
Commissioner Brennan mentioned Stew Leonard’s Foundation for funding.   

  
 Chief noted also a fatal accident after an afternoon storm.  Specifically that the 

Fire Dept. was on scene but could not do anything as live wires were present 
and It took UI about 45 minutes to respond. Chief has since had two meetings 
with UI, First Selectman Mike Tetreau, and Town Attorney. UI is revising their 
protocols and Chief feels UI is on the right track. Commission Brennan 
mentioned the remote shut off that UI could provide but Chief said there is no 
guarantees that power is out even though shut off remotely due to the possible 
back feeds from home generators. 

 
M217 is back in service. New L2 replacement ordered and will arrive in around a 
year’s time. DC discussed Bat Exposure at Station 3 and remediation. Port 
Security Grant and AFG money awarded. 
 
Deputy Chief asked Commission if they would like to have an awards ceremony 
next meeting. Oct 2015 was the last one. The Commission agreed to have an 
awards ceremony next month at the Fire Training Center.  

 
6) Stratfield VFD Update – No report  
 
7)   Local 1426 Update – President Tuttle thanked Chief and Deputy Chief for their 

continued support and all the personnel at every station for all their hard work 
while working on a shoestring budget.      

 
 8) CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) Update – Norma reported 

their Annual Speaker for Sept 19th at Penfield Pavilion is Clint Morano, former 
FBI agent. They are doing this jointly with MRC. They are also working on 
Communication project. David Becker used software to map location of all CERT 
members. We will be working with our CERT ham radio operators to develop a 
communication plan in case cells and landlines are out.  

 
9)  Old Business-  

   Authorize Sick Leave Extension Local 1426. 
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Chair Craig Vansteenbergen made a motion to take a 10 min recess at 8:20 
p.m., seconded by Commissioner Brennan. Motion carried 5- 0. 
 
Public session resumed at 8:26pm.  
 
Commissioner Olzacki made a motion to amend the agenda and add under Old 
Business “Executive Session“ to discuss; Authorize Sick Leave Extension 
Local 1426. Seconded by Commissioner Bremer. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Commissioner Brennan made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:26 
p.m. to discuss Authorize Sick Leave Extension Local 1426. Seconded by 
Commissioner Joe Olzacki. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Public Session resumed at 8:39 p.m. 
 
Chairman Craig Vansteenbergen announced in Private Executive Session no 
motions made and no votes taken. 
 
Commissioner Joseph Olzacki made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Dorothea Brennan to extend the sick days of a stricken Firefighter based on 
Provisions in Article 13 Section 5 of the Local 1426 contract, up to the November 
Commission Meeting. A vote took place and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

10)  New Business 
 

 11) Adjournment  
Commissioner Joseph Olzacki made a motion to adjourn at 8:43 p.m., seconded 
by Commissioner Bill Fitzpatrick. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jude Fitzgerald 
Secretary 


