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Incident #17-5524 
On the morning of August 17, 2017, the Emergency Communications Center received a call for a number 
of fishermen trapped on Penfield Reef. Multiple fire units, under the command of AC George Gomola, 
responded to the area of Penfield Beach and South Benson Marina to deploy marine assets and launch a 
complex multi-agency rescue attempt.  
  
Marine 228, under the command of Lt Joseph Galla, quickly responded to the east side of the reef while 
Marine 217, under the command of Lt Patrick Barry, simultaneously responded to the west side of the reef 
to facilitate rescue operations.  
 
Upon reaching the east side of the reef, FF Francis Zwierlein positioned Marine 228 as close to the reef as 
possible and Lt Galla and FF George Heath rapidly entered the water grabbing a fisherman who was 
struggling to keep his head above water and quickly passing him to FFs Richard Kazzi, John Calandriello 
and Jeffrey Janik on board Marine 228 completing the rescue. 
 
At the same time Lt Barry skillfully maneuvered Marine 217 into shallow waters on the west side of the reef 
where FFs Justin Crawford and Jeffrey Pinckney were able to pull three additional trapped fishermen 
onboard. 
 
For their actions on that morning the following personnel are presented the Joseph J. Stopa Life Saving 
Award: Lts Patrick Barry and Joseph Galla, FFs John Calandriello, Justin Crawford, George Heath, Jeffrey 
Janik, Richard Kazzi, Jeffrey Pinckney and Francis Zwierlein. 
 
For their actions supporting marine operations leading to the successful rescue of four souls on that morning 
the following personnel are presented with the Unit Citation for Valor: AC George Gomola, Lt Philip Higgins 
and Brian McHugh, FFs Timothy Firla, William Malkin, Larry Noga, Joseph Rainis, Jason Salvato and Mark 
Smuda. 
 
Incident #16-4310 
On the morning of June 20, 2016, the Emergency Communications Center received a call for a person in 
distress on Penfield Reef. Multiple units, under the command of AC Schuyler Sherwood, responded to 
facilitate rescue of the individual.  
 
Upon arrival in the 800 block of Fairfield Beach Road Car 3 with AC Sherwood and FF Tim Firla spotted an 
individual on the reef in distress. Marine 228, under the command of Lt Roger Caisse, and Marine 217, 
under the command of Lt John Cronin, were launched and responded to the area of Penfield Reef. Both 
marine assets arrived on scene simultaneously and successfully pulled the fisherman to safety.  
 
For their actions that morning the following personnel are presented with the Unit Citation for Valor:    AC 
Schuyler Sherwood, Lts Roger Caisse and John Cronin, FFs David Cox, Timothy Firla, Thomas 
Rubenstein, Mark Smuda and Gregory Swindon. 
 
Incident #17-1675 
In the early morning hours of March 14, 2017, the Emergency Communications Center received a call for 
a multi vehicle accident on Interstate 95. Engine 4, under the command of Lt James Shiller, arrived and 
reported a nine vehicle accident involving three tractor trailers with the driver of one vehicle trapped under 
a box trailer.  
Upon arrival on scene Shift Commander, Erik Kalapir, special-called multiple additional units to assist with 
what would prove to be a very labor intensive rescue operation.  
 
Manpower under the command of Lts Eric McKeon and Roger Caisse, utilized pneumatic struts and airbags 
for a lifting operation of the box trailer, while at the same time compressing the suspension of the pinned 
vehicle. A grip hoist was utilized to remove the car from under the box trailer in a controlled operation. At 
that time the driver was successfully extricated from the vehicle using hydraulic cutting and spreading tools.  
 
For their actions at this incident the following personnel are presented with the Unit Citation for Valor:  AC 
Erik Kalapir, Lts Roger Caisse, Eric McKeon and James Shiller, FFs David Cox, Robert Dominguez, 
Michael Ducey, Nicholas Gentile, John Gomola, Corey Gripp, Scott Iannucci, Thomas Janik, Ronald 
Petersen, Robert Petrie, Elijah Riendeau, Thomas Rubenstein and Mark Smuda. 
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Incident #19-4676 
In the early evening hours of July 11, 2019, the Emergency Communications Center received a call for 
three swimmers in distress in the area of the South Benson Marina. Multiple Units, under the command of 
AC Scott Bisson, responded to assist with rescue efforts.  
 
Marine 228 was launched and personnel were directed to the Ash Creek Channel where they found one 
swimmer floating face down in murky water. Marine 228 was skillfully maneuvered as close as possible on 
the shallow water and multiple personnel entered the water to retrieve the swimmer. A quick but difficult 
transfer of the swimmer took place enabling him to be placed on the bow of Marine 228 where life saving 
measures were immediately initiated giving the swimmer the best chance for survival. 
 
While enroute to the hospital the swimmer regained spontaneous pulse and blood pressure but succumbed 
to his injuries a few days later. 
 
For their actions at this incident the following personnel are presented with the Unit Citation for Valor:  AC 
Scott Bisson, Lts David Cox, Eric McKeon and Kevin Polcer, FFs Joseph Astuti, Craig Crosley, Michael 
Ducey, Francis Ference, Corey Gripp, Matthew Pastir, Ronald Petersen, Joseph Rainis, Elijah Riendeau 
and Edwin Riggs. 
 
Incident #15-6807 
On the evening of October 7, 2015, Engine 2 responded to a report of a male patient down on the ground. 
Engine 2 arrived, under the command of Lt Patrick Barry, and found the male patient on the floor in cardiac 
arrest. The crew of Engine 2 immediately began CPR and provided oxygen to the patient. After a few 
minutes of CPR the crew of Engine 2 noticed a rhythm change to the patient’s heart and found his pulse to 
be returning. Oxygen was continued to assist the patient with breathing. Additional units were called to the 
scene to assist with removing the patient from the second floor bedroom. As the patient was removed from 
the home he returned to consciousness and was able to answer questions. He was transported to the 
hospital for further treatment. There is no doubt that the quick actions of the crew of Engine 2 saved this 
man’s life. 
 
For their actions at this incident the following personnel are presented with the David W. Russell, Jr. 
Exceptional Medical Service Award: Lt Patrick Barry, FFs Elijah Riendeau and Erik Hubbell. 
 
Incident #16-1807 
In the afternoon of March 3, 2016, Engine 5 responded to a report of a bicyclist down on the side of the 
roadway. Engine 5, under the command of Lt Jay Swindon, arrived to find the patient down on the side of 
the road with bystanders performing CPR. The patient was pulseless and breathless at this time. FF 
McGuire placed a cervical collar on the patient and prepared the defibrillator for use. FF Craig Vaporis 
assisted Lt Swindon with providing oxygen and assisting ventilation to the patient. Engine 5 delivered one 
shock from the defibrillator with no change to the patient. AMR arrived on scene and Engine 5 continued 
CPR and assisted with preparing patient for transport. Once in the ambulance an additional shock was 
delivered by Engine 5 and the patient began to respond verbally. The patient was transported to the hospital 
for further treatment. The quick and highly skilled actions of Engine 5 under pressure saved the life of the 
bicyclist. 
 
For their actions at this incident the following personnel are presented with the David W. Russell, Jr. 
Exceptional Medical Service Award: Lt Jay Swindon, FFs Craig Vaporis and Jerry McGuire, Jr. 
 
Incident #17-5262 
In the evening of August 9, 2019, Units were called to the Elias Fire Training Center for a report of a 
firefighter on the drill grounds suffering chest pain. The patient was treated for cardiac related symptoms 
and patient care was turned over to AMR and prepared for transport. Prior to the patient leaving for the 
hospital he went into full witnessed cardiac arrest. FF Jeffrey Pinckney, acting as the shift commander’s 
aide, calling upon his years of experience as a paramedic recognized very early on the severity of the 
situation and entered the back of the ambulance. He skillfully assisted the AMR crew and helped provide 
the patient with a higher quality of care greatly improving the patient’s chance for a full recovery. Ultimately 
the quick actions and cool demeanor of FF Pinckney allowed for just that to happen. 
 
For his actions at this incident FF Jeffrey Pinckney is presented with the David W. Russell, Jr. Exceptional 
Medical Service Award. 
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Incident #19-1183 
In the evening of February 19, 2019, Engine 5, under the command of Lt Mark Harry, responded to a report 
of an unresponsive choking victim. Upon arrival the crew of Engine 5 found an unconscious patient lying 
on the kitchen floor blue in color with a police officer beginning chest compressions. Engine 5 determined 
the patient’s airway was completely blocked and began attempting to clear the airway with abdominal 
thrusts and manual suction. Engine 5 also prepared the defibrillator for use with no shock advised by the 
unit. After several rounds of chest compressions, assistance with breathing, and removal of foreign matter 
from the patient’s airway her pulse returned and her color began to improve but she was still in respiratory 
arrest. Engine 5’s crew continued rescue breathing efforts as the patient was prepared for transport to the 
hospital. The quick and skilled actions of the crew of Engine 5 resulted in the woman making a full recovery 
and she was able to walk out of the hospital a few days later. 
 
For their actions at this incident the following personnel are presented with the David W. Russell, Jr. 
Exceptional Medical Service Award: Lt Mark Harry, FFs David Mitkowski and Matthew Pastir. 
 
Incident #16-1185 
On February 16, 2016, Engine 5 responded to the scene of a suspected domestic violence finding five 
patients with injuries including gunshot and knife wounds, head trauma and seizures.  While at a scene that 
they couldn’t be sure was yet made safe, they dealt with multiple victims with mental as well as serious 
physical trauma and did so with professionalism and capability. 
 
For their actions at this incident the following personnel are presented the Chief’s Letter of Recognition:  Lt 
Lauri Jepsen, FFs David Mitkowski and Matthew Pastir. 
  
Incident #16-1965 
On March 16, 2016, Engine 2 and Ladder 2 responded to 275 Jennings Road for a report of a cooking fire 
and found a heavy smoke condition in the building.  Units found an unconscious victim on the second floor. 
They removed the victim to the outside. AMR Ambulance transported the victim to the hospital for smoke 
exposure and evaluation.   
 
For their actions at this incident the following personnel are presented the Chief’s Letter of Recognition:  Lt 
Roger Caisse, FFs Jonathan Catandella, Robert Dominguez, Tim Firla, Brian Kibbe and Edwin Riggs. 
 
Incident #16-3278 
On May 8, 2016, Engine 2 responded to a report of a 30 year old male not breathing. Engine 2 found patient 
in bedroom unresponsive and administered Narcan, inserted an airway and used a BVM to counter 
inadequate respiration. Patient subsequently regained consciousness and was transported to the hospital. 
 
For their actions at this incident the following personnel are presented the Chief’s Letter of Recognition:  Lt 
Brian McHugh, FFs Richard Bassett and George Heath. 
 
 
Incident #16-3304 
On May 9, 2016, the Emergency Communications Center received a report of three students in a row boat 
on Long Island Sound with no life jackets, being carried out by the tide. ECC Telecommunicators maintained 
phone contact with the girls and greatly aided the search by their questioning which identified landmarks. 
Marine 228 made visual contact with the girls and secured their rowboat for return to shore. 
 
For their actions at this incident the following personnel are presented the Chief’s Letter of Recognition: AC 
Scott Bisson, FFs David Cox, Thomas Keneally, Brian Kibbe, Joseph Rainis and Edwin Riggs, TCs Russell 
Atkins, Kyle Champney and Lynn Erazmus. 
 
Incident #16-3813 
On May 31, 2016, Engine 2 was dispatched to a report of a 39 year old male, possible heart attack, possibly 
not breathing. AMR and PD arrived on scene, found a patient not breathing and without pulse and began 
life-saving efforts. FF Jeff Janik provided CPR and the patient regained a pulse. FF Janik accompanied the 
patient to the hospital and the hospital found stable vitals on the patient.  
 
For his actions at this incident FF Jeffrey Janik is presented the Chief’s Letter of Recognition. 


