
 

 

MINUTES:  Fairfield Public Library Board of Library Trustees Meeting 

HELD:  January 11, 2021, 7:00 pm 

AT:    Virtual (due to the COVID-19 pandemic) 
 

Link to meeting recording: https://app.box.com/s/u7eory8b88pu0vx4jxslq2z8e7jvlogl 

      

Present:   
Trustees:  Mr. David Gray, Mr. Duncan Banfield, Ms. Jill Brown, Mr. Chris Rogers, Ms. 

Christina McGowan, Mr. Andrew Minea 

Library Staff:  Dr. Helene Murtha, Town Librarian, Ms. Jan Fisher, Deputy Town Librarian; Ms. 

Nancy Sweeney, Branch Manager 

Members of the Public: Lori Kostopoulos 

Not Present: 

Chris Tymniak, Ex-Officio 

 

1.  Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order by Mr. Gray at 7:03 pm  

 

2.  Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the December 21, 2020 meeting were reviewed.  Mr. Banfield made a motion to 

approve the minutes as amended.   Ms. Brown seconded.  Motion approved.   

 

3. Chairman’s Report 

Mr. Gray gave a slide presentation entitled FPL Library Board of Trustees: 2020 a Year in 

Review.  The presentation contained statistics and notable highlights from both FPL and the 

Board during 2020.  Discussion ensued.  

 

4.  Old Business 
• Dr. Murtha reports that everything is status quo with regards to COVID 19.  In-person hours 

and curbside continue to be working very well.  Woods will continue with Curbside Pickup 

only at this time.  

• Dr. Murtha reported that they are waiting on the elevator at Woods to be re-inspected. 

• Dr. Murtha, Ms. Fisher and Ms. Sweeney met with Maureen Sullivan who will be working on 

the Strategic Plan.  Dr. Murtha reported that Ms. Sullivan was impressed with the existing 

Strategic Plan and will build upon it. Ms. Sullivan would like to meet with the Board. 

Discussion ensued.  A meeting was set for Monday, February 8, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Gray 

will coordinate the Zoom meeting.   

• Mr. Gray asked that the new Board of Trustees be named on the Strategic Plan library 

brochure.  Dr. Murtha will change it to reflect the current members. 

 

5.   Library Operations Report  

• Dr. Murtha reported VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) will continue this program for 

this tax season.  It will be mostly virtual, but there will be an opportunity for patrons to make 

an appointment with a volunteer to go to the library and have their documents scanned.  Then, 

the volunteer will meet with them virtually.   This has traditionally been a very popular 

program and is set to begin at the end of January. 

• Dr. Murtha reported that the Lions Club donated two large print computer keyboards, one for 

each library. 

• The signs at Main and Woods are being updated to reflect the current library logo. 



 

 

• Flyers will be placed in take-out orders from local restaurants that the library partnered with in 

the spring. These flyers will promote One Book One Town, and obtaining a library card. 

• A daytime custodian at Main Library has taken the early retirement option.  The Town has not 

yet posted the position. 

 

6.  Financial/Budget Report 

• Ms. Fisher reported the budget remains on target at this time.    Mr. Gray inquired about the 

meeting dates for the upcoming budget season.  The schedule of reviews and process will be 

shared with the Board once released by the Town. Discussion ensued. 

 

7.  Treasurer’s Report 

• Mr. Rogers reported that the Endowment Funds are performing very well and are up 3% since 

the last meeting.  He will have fourth quarter 2020 results at the next meeting. 

• Mr. Rogers and Mr. Gray will be meeting with Vanguard on Friday, January 15, 2021 to 

finalize the transfer to custodial representation.  
 

8.  Friends of the Library Report 

• Ms. Jacqui Coghlan reported that the year-end appeal was a success.  The Friends sold 19 

book bundles on Facebook and Instagram.  The Fairfield Neighbor Magazine will be 

publishing an article on the Friends in the February and March issues. The Friends will be 

distributing posters to area business for the One Book One Town event. 

 

9.  New Business 

Mr. Gray asked the Board to begin to consider candidates to replace Mr. Banfield, who will 

fulfill his term in June 2021.  He asked that the Board let him know of any potential candidates.  

Interviewing will begin in the March-April time frame. Discussion ensued.  

Mr. Gray suggested that a committee form to begin an assessment of the Library’s website.  Ms. 

Brown and Ms. McGowan volunteered to work with Mr. Gray on this initiative. Discussion 

ensued.   

 

10.  Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 p.m. was made by Mr. Banfield.  Motion seconded by 

Ms. Brown.  Motion passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lori Kostopoulos 

For Christina McGowan, Secretary, Fairfield Board of Library Trustees 

 

Date and Location of next meeting:   

February 8, 2021 7:00 pm   

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

 


