
 
January 13, 2021 

7-8:30pm 
Meeting Minutes 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2882020659?pwd=Ynh2bFd6MTIvRmttQ3o1NzkvcTlSQT09  
In attendance: Larry Kaley, Ron Blumenfeld, Dustin Mandre, Rabab Syed, Jim 
Marren, Kiersten Chou, Scott Thompson, Jim Motavalli, Phil Levieff, Bob Wall, 
Peter Kraus, Becky Bunnell, Mary Hogue; Liaisons: Misty Beyer (SWRC), Linda Lach 
(Bike-Ped); Public: Doug Price, Emma Kaye 
Meeting convened at 7:11pm 
 

1. Meeting Minutes 
Ron Blumenfeld made motion to approve, Larry Kaley second, no 
comments or changes, unanimous approval. 

2. Treasurer Report 
$7,409.33 with no outstanding bills to be paid. 

3. Liaison Reports 
a. Bike-Ped: Linda Lach 

Health & recreational committee, major accomplishment is the 
Complete Streets Policy endorsed by the BOS, bike routes, sharrows, 
repair stations throughout town, have held events with other town 
entities in the past and recently have been addressing concerns the 
public has with traffic safety. 

b. Solid Waste & Recycling Commission: Misty Beyer 
Some new members; Solid Waste & Recycling Director took early 
retirement; looking into glass pilot, organics & mattress recycling and 
joining CCSMM. 

c. Fairfield Forestry Committee: Mary Hogue 
This morning PURA officially and finally terminated TRM tree 
trimming program which Fairfield and other towns have been 
fighting for years; Fairfield plants 200-300 trees along the roadside 
and in public spaces every year through its Tree Planting and 
Commemorative Tree Programs and is the lead organization for the 
town of the Pollinator Pathway. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2882020659?pwd=Ynh2bFd6MTIvRmttQ3o1NzkvcTlSQT09


It was also noted that SFTF will be sending liaisons TO other town 
bodies: Mary Hogue will be attending the Bike-Ped and Forestry 
(she’s chair) Committee meetings, Becky Bunnell will be attending the 
Solid Waste & Recycling Commission Meetings (she’s been doing this 
for 3 years). 

4. Communication 
a. Social Media 

Rabab Syed reported that we have almost 800 followers on 
Instagram.  The Sustainability Plan post on Insta & Facebook that she 
and Emma Kaye have been working on of Becky Bunnell and her rain 
barrel were very popular and prompted local garden centers Oliver 
Nursery and Outdoor Design to publicize that they will be carrying a 
similar item!  Next will be posts of Sustainable Youth members 
posting about the Burr carports that they commented on to help get 
approved and start this group to help support approve of proposed 
TMS solar carports.  Blog posts by Dustin Mandre and Shawn 
O’Sullivan on vegan options have been “on fire!” 

b. Monthly News Item 
Jim Marren will highlight the awards SFTF has garnered from ACEEE, 
CT Rides and that we will be going for recertification in the 
Sustainable CT program in 2021. 

c. Website 
Shawn O’Sullivans 12 Days of Giving blog post was popular and 
shared with family and friends. 

5. Municipal Solar: Tomlinson Middle School presentations 
a. BOE presentation 1/12 7:30pm by Bob Wall & Mary Hogue 

Three items were requested for follow up but otherwise the BOE was 
supportive and expects to vote on 1/28. 

b. TMS PTA presentation 1/13 9:30am by Mary Hogue 
Presentation was very well received and co-president Sally Connolly 
was quite the booster noting she has had solar for 9 years at her 
house. 

6. Meeting with Interim DPW Director, John Marsilio 
Short but helpful to meet with John Marsilio who has a deep background 
in solid waste & recycling.  He has a lot of work and minimal staff. 

7. Vote on SFTF Shared Agreement 
Motion by Phil Levieff, second by Peter Kraus, no comments or edits, 



unanimous vote to approve.  It was determined that the exact wording 
and dollar amounts would likely need to be revisited per event as needed. 

8. Earth Day 
Bob Wall and Dustin Mandre both noted that Earth Day is closer than we 
think and we should start to consider topics for webinars and expect this 
to be virtual again this year.  Larry Kaley has connected with the Fairfield Y 
and we will continue to align our event with their Healthy Kids Day.  Jim 
Motavalli offered to get celebrities, e.g. Ed Bagley, Jr, Bill Nye, etc - get in 
touch with names.  Committee members signing up tonight: Larry, Mary, 
Shawn.   

9. Committees 
People - task force as well as members of the public - are encouraged to 
sign up to be on committees that interest them.  Follow the link above. 

a. Topic Committees 
i. Energy & Built Environment 

ii. Transportation 
iii. Food & Waste 

b. Cross-Cutting 
i. Equity 

ii. Communication 
iii. Advocacy 

10. Resources (some examples) 
a. Sustainable CT (recertification in 2021) 
b. Fairfield Sustainability Plan 
c. Sustainable Fairfield County 
d. Governor’s Council on Climate Change (GC3) 
e. CT Energy Network (a listserv, email Patrice Gillespie for access) 
f. Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management (CCSMM) 
g. CT League of Conservation Voters (Environmental Summit 1/19, 21 & 25 

12:00-1:30pm) 
h. Live Green CT 
i. Zero Waste Schools Coalition 
j. UConn Center for Land Use & Education Research (CLEAR) 

11. New Business 
Phil Levieff noted that Bruce Becker is no longer President of the EV Club 
of CT and Barry Kresch now is.  They have submitted wording for an “EV 
Freedom Bill” to the CT State Legislature and Phil asked for everyone’s 
support.  Bob Wall pointed out how this is a great example of 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r4VbgPlCbWsstV6r722VJULkLxn7gFK4/view?usp=sharing
https://sustainablect.org/
https://sustainablefairfield.wordpress.com/sustainability-plan-2020/
http://www.livegreenct.org/sustainable-fairfield-county/
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Climate-Change/GC3/Governors-Council-on-Climate-Change
mailto:patricegillespie7@gmail.com
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP-CCSMM
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP-CCSMM
https://www.ctlcv.org/
https://www.conservationeducation.org/environmental-summit.html
https://www.conservationeducation.org/environmental-summit.html
https://www.conservationeducation.org/environmental-summit.html
https://www.conservationeducation.org/environmental-summit.html
https://www.conservationeducation.org/environmental-summit.html
https://www.conservationeducation.org/environmental-summit.html
http://www.livegreenct.org/
https://wiltongogreen.org/zero-waste-schools/
https://clear.uconn.edu/


Transportation and Advocacy sub-committees working together. 
 
Scott Thompson pointed out the opposition to the Killingly Natural Gas 
Plant is heating up and asked that everyone write to Governor Lamont and 
Commissioner Dykes.  He said he would be sharing more information via 
email.  Bob pointed out that this is a good example of the list of resources 
on the agenda and if this is of interest to look into item e, “CT Energy 
Network.”   
 
Mary Hogue noted that since both of these are advocacy items that the 
CTLCV Summit is next week and is extremely helpful to attend to learn 
about top topics in the upcoming legislative session.  Follow the link on the 
agenda.  She noted the date and times were wrong on the agenda (they 
have been fixed in these minutes). 

12. Old Business 
None 


