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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MEETING MINUTES OF DECEMBER 16, 2020 

 

The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on Wednesday, 

December 16 at 7:00 p.m. via teleconference. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman, Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice-Chair; Elizabeth 

Jones; Nelson North; Charlie Rowan, Secretary (7:07 p.m.) 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Richard D’Amico 

 

ALTERNATES: Dabney Bowen; Brian McCann  

 

ALSO PRESENT: Annette Jacobson, Conservation Administrator;  

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper appointed 

Dabney Bowen and Brian McCann to sit as full members.   

 

I. CONSERVATION 

 

A. Bills and Communications 

 

1. H. Smith Richardson Conservation Fund – The commission acknowledged the 

status of the fund. 

 

2. Appointment of Nelson North as Full Member – The Commission congratulated 

Mr. North on his appointment as a full member of the Conservation Commission. 

 

3. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of November 4, 

2020:   

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the minutes of November 

4, 2020.  

 

4.   Approval of Secretary’s Bill for Special CC Meeting November 4, 2020:   

 

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the Recording Secretary’s 

bill of November 4, 2019.  
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II. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. 915 South Pine Creek – Encroachment into Conservation Easement 

 

Mr Gumpper stated that there is an existing garage and lawn encroachment in an old 

Conservation Easement and that the garage appears to have a building permit signed by 

the Conservation Department in 1982. Conservation Department staff is proposing that 

the Commission acknowledge and permit the existing garage and lawn encroachment and 

that this acknowledgement should be reflected on the Town Land records 

 

Charlie Rowan joined the meeting at this time and noted that he has read the background 

information for this item. 

 

Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to accept the current garage and 

lawn encroachments as they exist and that a written agreement and map be prepared 

reflecting this to be filed on the Town Land Records.  Motion passed unanimously.    

 

B. The Tucker Fund Donation of $18,500 to the Fairfield Conservation Department for 

the construction of a bird blind on Town Open Space at 760 Oldfield Road. 

 

Mr. Gumpper stated that the Tucker Fund, established by the Secrist family, has donated 

$18,500 for the purpose of constructing a bird blind in the Open Space at 760 Oldfield 

Road.  The Town recently bought the property, with the understanding that the State of 

Connecticut would reimburse some of the money.  The State still needs to work out some 

details before the money can be reimbursed.  An updated survey needs to be completed, 

but has not yet been done, due to both the extensive overgrowth on the property and 

scheduling conflicts with the surveyor.  The plans for the bird blind cannot be completed 

until the terms of the sale with the state have been worked out.  It was noted that the bird 

blind will be used for bird viewing, not for any type of hunting.    

 

 

III. OLD BUSINESS - none 

 

IV.  INFORMATIONAL 

 

 A. CONSERVATION CREW WORK SUMMARY – noted 

 

B. Ash Creek Pedestrian Trail and Bridge – informational.  It was noted that only 

consent from the Shellfish Commission is required for the application to be submitted to 

the CT DEEP.  However, once the plans for the bridge are finalized, the project cannot 

move forward without the approval of the Conservation Commission, as there is a 

Conservation Easement on the land.    

 

At this time, there was unanimous consent from the Agency to take up the supplemental agenda.   
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I. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Conservation Commission 2021-22 FY Budget Request – Ms. Jacobson stated that the 

draft basic budget is almost the same as last year, but that the department has two 

additional requests – a capital request for replacement for the 2002 Dodge Caravan, 

which is in poor condition, and a supplemental request for the restoration of the part-time 

Wetlands Compliance Officer to a full time position.  There was support from the 

Commission for both requested items.   

 

B. DEEP Notice of Tentative Determination to Approve an Application for 

Consumptive Diversion of Water Permit and Notice of Informational Hearing – 

Aquarion Water Company of CT Application No DIVC-202004971 

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that there is an informational meeting regarding the request to divert 

water out of our watersheds to send to Southwest Fairfield County on January 6 at 3:00 

pm.  Ms. Jacobson also noted that it would be possible to petition for a public hearing.  

Ms. Jacobson stated that it is important to keep the water in the Mill River because it 

provides many ecological benefits and diverting that much water from our watershed can 

have adverse effects on the trout management, swimming areas and the already impaired 

water quality.  When these diversions have been proposed in the past, the Town had been 

able to come to written, signed agreements with Aquarion, allowing them to divert the 

water as long as there are equivalent free releases into our river.  Ms. Jacobson also noted 

that Aquarion also recently proposed to divert from Norwalk and Wilton watersheds, but 

that those applications were withdrawn after strong public opposition.  There was some 

concern mentioned during the Norwalk application that if there was diversion from our 

watershed, it would cause the Mill River to not meet the new stream flow regulations.  

The Commission expressed concern over the impact to the Mill River.  It was the 

consensus of the Commission that Ms. Jacobson has raised several valid concerns that 

should be addressed, and encouraged Ms. Jacobson to pursue the matter, and file a 

petition for a public hearing if necessary.  

 

Mr. Gumpper noted that since past agreements with Aquarion were signed by the First 

Selectman, staff should bring the current First Selectwomen’s office up to date on the 

matter.   

 

 

C. CT Siting Council – cell tower monopole at Sacred Heart University near 

Maintenance Building Jefferson Street. 

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that although this activity is exempt from local regulations, advisory 

comments can be submitted.  She noted that if this were a local project, there would be 

storm water detention associated with the gravel area, and that she would recommend the 

same for this project.  It was consensus of the Commission that if staff thinks that storm 

water detention would help protect the wetlands, then that advisory comment should be 

submitted.   
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V. OTHER 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, there was Elizabeth Jones moved and Jennifer Hauhuth 

seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:36 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

The audio recording can be found here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KjQcQ9lAPDw 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 


