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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 18, 2021 

 

The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on Wednesday, August 

18, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Webex. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jennifer Hauhuth, Chairman; Lukas Thomas, Vice-Chair; Charlie 

Rowan, Secretary; Dabney Bowen; Brian McCann 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Nelson North; Gerry Alessi; Richard Boucher; Amanda Mertens 

Campbell 

 

ALTERNATES: none present 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Timothy Bishop, Conservation Director; Ed Jones, Open Space Manager; 

Sarah Neafsey, Wetlands Compliance Officer; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Hauhuth called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: none 

 

I. CONSERVATION 

 

A. Bills and Communications 

 

B. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of July 7, 

2021 - There was unanimous consent from the Commission to approve the 

special meeting minutes of July 7, 2021. 

 

C. Approval of Secretary’s Bill for Special CC Meeting July 7, 2021 – There was 

unanimous consent from the Commission to approve the Secretary’s bill for the 

Special Conservation Commission meeting of July 7, 2021.   

 

D. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of July 23, 

2021 – There was unanimous consent from the Commission to approve the 

special meeting minutes of July 23, 2021. 

 

E. Approval of Secretary’s Bill for Special CC Meeting July 23, 2021 – There 

was unanimous consent from the Commission to approve the Secretary’s bill for 

the Special Conservation Commission meeting of July 23, 2021.   
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II. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. Michael Traum, President, from the Greater Fairfield Board of Realtors Proposed 

Pocket Park 355 Burroughs Road (status) – Mr. Jones reported that he met on-site with 

Jeff Minder, Michael Traum, Mary Hogue and others.  They have identified the trees that 

are to be removed.   The benches have been ordered and should be delivered soon, with 

plans to be installed in late September or October.   

 

B. DEEP Notice of Tentative Determination to Approve an Application for 

Consumptive Diversion of Water Permit and Notice of Informational Hearing—

Aquarion Water Company of CT -Application No. DIVC-202004971 – (status) – Ms. 

Hauhuth stated that all reply briefs have been filed. They are awaiting the hearing 

officer’s decision.   

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. The Southwest Conservation District request for Donation (see attached) – Ms. 

Hauhuth noted that this is an annual donation request.  Mr. Jones recommended that 

before the donation is sent, the department should confirm that this hasn’t been paid by 

the First Selectwoman’s office, as there had been confusion with this is years past.  Mr. 

Bishop noted that he supports this donation request.  It was the consensus of the 

Commission to approve the donation request in coordination with the First 

Selectwoman’s office.   

 

B. Ash Creek Association - Sand Spit Conservation - Presentation (see attached)   
 

Ms. Hauhuth introduced Gail Robinson and Rick Landau from the Ash Creek 

Conservation Association.  Bryan Quinn, from OneNature was also present.   

 

Ms. Robinson gave a brief presentation on the Sand Spit and surrounding tidal estuary 

area.  The sand spit is an area of the tidal estuary, across from the jetty by the South 

Benson Marina, which is located within both Fairfield and Bridgeport.  Due to recent 

storms and the 2019 dredging of the channel, the sand spit has lost both height and mass.  

An analysis of the sand spit was conducted by their consultant team, which discovered a 

loss of 60 linear feet over the 10 year period from 2006-2016.  The sand spit is predicted 

to disappear by 2036, or sooner if there are more major storm events.  It was also noted 

that the aggressive dredging trends in the marina are a concern.  Once the sand spit is 

lost, Great Marsh Island is predicted to disappear as well, which will leave the 

surrounding area vulnerable to storm surges and flooding.       

 

Ms. Robinson would like to encourage the municipalities of Fairfield and Bridgeport to 

work together to protect the sand spit from further erosion.  The Ash Creek Conservation 

Association provided some recommendations to the Commission, such as remediation for 

the 2019 dredging and habitat restoration.   
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They would like to set up a meeting with Mr. Bishop, and William Hurley, Engineering 

Manager, to discuss the restoration and long-term management of this area.  Mr. Bishop 

stated that he would to schedule a meeting as soon as possible.  Richard, Dmochowski, of 

the Flood and Erosion Control Board (FECB) was present, and noted that the FECB is 

aware of the desire to protect the sand spit and would like to send representatives to this 

meeting so that they can understand the mechanics of the area and determine if they 

should have a role in the long-term management going forward.  Ms. Bowen noted that 

she would be happy to be a part of these meetings as well.   

  

IV.  INFORMATIONAL 

 

A. CONSERVATION CREW WORK SUMMARY – Mr. Jones noted that the crew 

started water sampling for the Unified Water Study with Save the Sound.  They have also 

been clearing out Hoydens Barn to provide room for the Parks Department maintenance 

crew.  They have been working on resurfacing areas in the Open Spaces that were 

washed out by storms, and are continuing with tree and trail maintenance.  Ms. Bowen 

inquired about the old farm equipment at the open spaces and if there is any plan to 

remove them, as she had noticed that some of them seem to be overgrown and in 

disrepair.   

 

V. OTHER –  

 

Mr. Bishop noted that he had emailed the CT DEEP regarding their Inland Wetlands 

Training Program.  The new platform for this program is not ready yet, but he will let the 

Commission know when it is online.  Mr. Bishop also noted that Attorney Herbst has 

offered a training course for land use related issues that can be combined with TPZ/ZBA 

Commissions, and that he has received information about a Naturalist Training program 

offered by the Audubon.   

 

Mr. Bishop also noted that he has dash plaques printed and laminated for the 

Commissioners.  They can be mailed out with the next agenda.  He has also been working 

on rewriting the inland wetlands permit applications to update them, and make them more 

user-friendly.   Mr. Bishop noted that the department has received approval from the 

administration to update the town wetlands maps, specifically within the coastal area, 

which should alleviate many problems with the inland/tidal issues.   

 

Ms. Hauhuth noted that for new Inland Wetlands Permit Applications, it would be 

beneficial to have the Commission conduct a site walk of the location together.   

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Dabney Bowen moved and Lukas Thomas seconded to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:01 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 

The audio recording can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84MM_kNGNtk 


