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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 19, 2021 

 

The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on Wednesday, May 19, 

2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Webex. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jennifer Hauhuth, Chairman; Lukas Thomas, Vice-Chair; Charlie 

Rowan, Secretary; Dabney Bowen; Brian McCann; Gerry Alessi 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Nelson North; Richard Boucher 

 

ALTERNATES: Amanda Mertens Campbell 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Ed Jones, Open Space Manager; Matthew Sanford, SLR; Sarah Neafsey, 

Wetlands Compliance Officer; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Hauhuth called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Hauhuth appointed 

Amanda Mertens Campbell to participate as a full member. 

 

I. CONSERVATION 

 

A. Bills and Communications 

 

1. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of April 7, 

2021: Lukas Thomas moved and Gerry Alessi seconded to approve the special 

meeting minutes of April 7 2021. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Approval of Secretary’s Bill for CC Special Meeting April 7, 2021: Gerry Alessi 

moved and Lukas Thomas seconded to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill of 

April 7, 2021.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of April 28, 

2021: Gerry Alessi moved and Dabney Bowen seconded to approve the special 

meeting minutes of April 28, 2021. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. Approval of Secretary’s Bill for CC Special Meeting April 28, 2021: There was 

unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill of 

April 28, 2021.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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II. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. Request of William Kenny Associates on behalf of Lawrence G. & Megan M. 

Foley for revised Conservation Easement at 926 Hulls Farm Road 

 

William Kenny, of William Kenny Associates, gave a background of the property, 

noting that he had been retained by the property owner to assist them with severe 

erosion along Great Brook, which flows north to south along the property.  The 

property consists of a single family house, detached garage, barn, and inground pool.  

For many years, there was a dam along the southern property line, which failed 

several years ago during a significant storm event.  There was a significant amount of 

erosion of the stream banks at that same time.  Mr. Kenny began discussions with the 

former Conservation Department director at that time.  A Conservation Easement 

exists over Great Brook, and well as through a portion of the existing house, patio and 

pool, though it does not include the entire pond.  Mr. Kenny noted that any regulated 

activities conducted within those areas would require approval from the Conservation 

Commission in addition Inland Wetlands Permit.  Mr. Kenny noted that through 

discussion with Conservation Department staff, the homeowner proposed a revision 

to the existing Conservation Easement.  This revision proposes an easement in the 

northwestern corner of the property, in a forested area that includes both wetlands and 

non-wetlands.  The benefit of an easement in this area is that this area would not be 

able to be cleared for pasture under an agricultural exemption in the future.  The area 

covered by the current easement location would still be protected under the Inland 

Wetlands and Watercourses regulations and any activity would still need approval 

from the Inland Wetlands Agency.   

 

Mr. Alessi inquired if there were any future plans for the property within the current 

easement area.  Mr. Kenny noted that there are no immediate plans to change the 

house, but that it could be a possibility.  Mr. Kenny also noted that removing the 

Conservation Easement from this area would allow for activity around the house, 

with approval from the Inland Wetlands Agency.   

 

It was noted that the dwelling and pool had been constructed before the Conservation 

Easement was established.  Mr. Rowan noted that the language of the easement 

allows for the maintenance of the existing dwelling.   

 

Mr. Sanford noted that he has been out to the site and has reviewed the 1977 

easement.  He hypothesized that the restriction may have been put on the existing 

structure to regulate activities that may approach Great Brook.  He also noted that 

easements are put on sensitive resource areas and that Great Brook is the most 

sensitive area on the site.  Mr. Sanford noted that he does not know if the bank 

restoration would be considered maintenance activity.  He noted that there would be 

an opportunity that if the applicant came to the Inland Wetlands Agency with an 

application for bank restoration, would be to implement a second Conservation 

Easement along Great Brook, which can be smaller, but on both sides of the brook, to 
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protect this sensitive resource.  This would balance the need for improvements to the 

house with the protection of the watercourse.   

 

Ms. Bowen inquired how the existing Conservation Easement affects future plans to 

demolish the existing house or pool, as she believes the existing dwelling is 

uninhabitable.  It was noted that any activity within these areas would need to go 

before both the Conservation Commission and the Inland Wetlands Agency.    

 

Mr. Jones summarized his memo to the Commission, noting that an easement 

revision over the northwestern side of the property would provide a forested buffer to 

pastures on the neighboring property.  He noted that any changes to the easement 

should extinguish the existing easement and update the language to current standards.   

 

Ms. Hauhuth stated that an email was received on March 17 from former 

Conservation Director Thomas Steinke, which addressed what he believed to be the 

intent of the easement, although there was no backup for this in the file. 

 

Joel Green, attorney with Green & Gross, spoke on behalf of 8 neighboring 

properties.  Attorney Green noted that there are significant concerns regarding this 

application.  He stated that the primary purpose of the easement is to protect Great 

Brook, but the proposed easement area is mostly within the upland review area.  Atty 

Green stated his clients are concerned about the larger development potential of the 

site, and that any long term plans should be discussed before the easement area is 

modified.  Attorney Green asked the Commission to deny the request without 

prejudice.   

 

Mr. Kenny noted that that he does not believe the current easement as it exists 

provides any extra protection over Great Brook that what is already protected through 

the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses regulations, as the easement allows for 

mowing and gardening.  A new easement, would contain update language which 

would not allow for mowing.  The proposed location of the revised easement would 

restrict mowing and provide a connection to nearby open space.  Mr. Kenny also 

noted that it was through discussion with Conservation Department staff about bank 

stabilization that the Conservation Easement revision request was developed.    

 

Gerry Alessi moved and Lukas Thomas seconded to approve the Conservation 

Easement revision at 926 Hulls Farm Road as requested.   

 

Mr. Rowan stated that the general concept of the easement is to protect Great Brook 

and does not think that the easement should be removed from this area.  Mr. Alessi 

stated, and Ms. Bowen agreed, that as the existing house in not in good shape and that 

the easement area should be reviewed in the future when they know the full scope of 

future work.  Mr. Thomas noted that a new easement cannot be required so the 

Commission should not give up the easement over the brook.  Ms. Hauhuth stated 

that the primary purpose of the Commission is to protect the watercourses and that 

the intent of the existing easement is to protect this area.    
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In favor – none 

Opposed – Hauhuth, Rowan, Alessi, Thomas, McCann, Bowen, Campbell 

 

Motion denied 0-7. 

 

 

B. Search Committee for Hiring New Conservation Director – Ms. Hauhuth reported 

that the search committee met this morning with Patty Dwyer from SGR to review 

the applicants.  They are moving forward to the interview phase.   

 

C. Deep Notice Of Tentative Determination To Approve An Application For Open 

Space Acquisition 145 Grace Street, Map #79/Parcel #540 – Aquarion Water 

Company of CT – Application No. DIVC-202004971–  Mr. Sanford reported that 

he and Ms. Hauhuth testified at the May 6 public hearing.  The hearing was closed on 

May 6, but evidentiary records can be submitted until June 1.  The public comment 

period ended May 15, although that may have been extended to May 21.   DEEP 

ruled that the parties could file briefs on or before June 25, which will be shared 

among the parties, and reply briefs will be submitted by July 9.   

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. TPZ Referral – Subdivision Open Space Set Aside – 2780 Redding Road –  

 

It was noted that this property had been reviewed by the Inland Wetlands Agency for a 

subdivision earlier this year.  Approximately 2 acres of the property is to be designated as 

a Conservation Easement as a condition of the IWP approval.  Mr. Jones noted that the 

parcel offered as Open Space set aside would be part of Conservation Easement if not 

accepted as open space.  The majority of the parcel is wetlands, maintained as meadow 

and lawn.  Mr. Jones noted that there would be no public access for this open space and 

recommend a fee in lieu of the open space offer to the Town Plan and Zoning 

Commission.  Ms. Hauhuth noted that she does not find that this open space offer would 

benefit the town or the residents.   

 

Dabney Bowen moved and Gerry Alessi seconded to recommend a fee in lieu of the open 

space offer at 2780 Redding Road.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

B. Michael Traum, President, from the Greater Fairfield Board of Realtors Proposed 

Pocket Park 355 Burroughs Road 

 

Mr. Jones states that Mr. Traum has proposed a pocket park, similar to the pocket parks 

at Reef Road, Turney Creek, and Wilson Street.  As proposed, the park would be inside 

town property, not highly visible from the road, and in close proximity to the wetlands. 

Mr. Jones recommends that the pocket park should be closer to the road, as the other ones 

are.  This would also have less impact on the wetlands on the property and would be 

easier to maintain.  He believes there is an area near the road that would be available for 

this project.     
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Mr. Traum, Greater Fairfield Board of Realtors, noted that they secure grants from the 

National Association of Realtors to help fund new gathering spaces within a 

municipality.  Mr. Traum is proposing an area close to the sidewalk, away from the 

wetlands.  They would like to clean it up and make it more attractive so that others can 

enjoy it.  Mr. Traum believes that this would add value to the town and would not 

detrimentally effect anything.  He noted that he has spoken to Mary Hogue about this 

project.  It was also noted that there would be minimum maintenance needed, and that 

they would work with a Boy Scout troop or Mill River Wetlands Committee for the 

upkeep of the area.   

 

Mr. Jones noted that the area should be staked in the field so that they can see the area 

that is being proposed.  It was agreed that Mr. Jones would set up an on-site meeting with 

Mr. Traum and Ms. Hogue.  Ms. Bowen noted that it may be a good idea to invite the 

abutting neighbors into the conversation as well.   

 

Lukas Thomas moved and Brian McCann seconded to table this matter to a future 

meeting so that more details can be worked out.  Motion passed unanimously.   

.  

 

IV.  INFORMATIONAL 

 

A. CONSERVATION CREW WORK SUMMARY –  Mr. Jones noted that they have 

started a millstone display at the Penfield Mills Open Space, which they hope will be 

completed within the next week.  They are using the original stones from Penfield Mill 

and a runner stone donated by the Jennings family.  The crew is continuing with tree 

work as well.   

 

At this time, it was noted Mr. Alessi was no longer on the meeting via the Webex video, but had 

called in to the meeting. 

 

V. OTHER –  

 

A. Commemorative Tree Planting on Open Space Areas – Mr. Jones noted that he has 

been in conversations with Jeff Minder, Tree Warden.  There have been proposals for 

commemorative trees to be planted within some open space areas.  Mr. Jones noted that if 

they can agree upon a species and a location, the Commission would not need to approve 

each tree planting unless any issues arose.   

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Dabney Bowen moved and Lukas Thomas seconded to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:33  p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Sarah Neafsey 

 

The audio recording can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0-Q8opctm8 


