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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 7, 2021 

 

The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a special meeting on Wednesday, 

April 7, 2021 at 7:05 p.m. via Webex. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jennifer Hauhuth, Chairman; Lukas Thomas, Vice-Chair; Charlie 

Rowan, Secretary; Nelson North; Dabney Bowen; Brian McCann; Gerry Alessi 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  
 

ALTERNATES: None 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Ed Jones, Open Space Manager; Megan Raymond, SLR; Sarah Neafsey, 

Wetlands Compliance Officer; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Hauhuth called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: None 

 

I. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Request of William Kenny Associates on behalf of Lawrence G & Megan M Foley 

for revised Conservation Easement at 926 Hulls Farm Road 

 

Mr. Jones noted that he has not finished his staff recommendation because the 

Conservation Department had received emails from neighbors and he wanted to hear their 

input before he finalized a recommendation. 

 

Brian Carey, from William Kenny Associates, gave a brief overview of the request.  He 

noted that the existing Conservation Easement from IWP 113 in 1977 goes through the 

house and covers a large portion of Great Brook that runs through the property.  He noted 

that the existing dam failed in a storm in 2019.  The dam was not registered with the 

state.  The homeowners are willing to remove the dam as a part of any future Inland 

Wetlands Permit Application.  They are requesting a Conservation Easement revision, as 

they would like conduct future site planning for demolition and removal of the house 

without the Conservation Easement running through it.   They are proposing to put the 

Conservation Easement in a portion of the property that will not be affected by 

redevelopment.  Mr. Carey also noted that there is significant erosion and that a plan to 

stabilize the riverbanks will be submitted for a future Inland Wetlands Permit 

Application.   
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Ms. Hauhuth stated for the record that emails were received from the neighbors and that a 

Commission member received a phone call from a neighbor but that this agenda item was 

not discussed. 

 

Ms. Bowen inquired if the state could remove the dam within the Conservation 

Easement.  Ms. Raymond noted that there in language in the Conservation Easement 

specific to maintenance of the dam.  Mr. Jones noted that they easement allows for 

maintenance of the developed portions of the property as well as the dam and pond with 

permission of the Conservation Commission.  He believes that the Conservation 

Easement was placed over the structure so that it could not be easily expanded.  Mr Jones 

recommends tabling this request so that the Commission can determine if there is any 

additional information that the neighbors can add.   

 

Nelson North moved and Dabney Bowen seconded to table the request for the 

Conservation Easement Revision until the next meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

 

B. Request of Faith Cheehan of Hofstra University to us the Lake Mohegan Open 

Space for filming on April 9, 2021 for 14 hours. 

 

Mr. Jones stated that he received this request on Monday and had asked for more 

specifics on the area needed.  He noted that they will be using the north-west area of the 

lake and the picnic area.  The open space does not need to be closed to the general public.  

Mr. Jones noted that road work is being done there tomorrow, but is anticipated to be 

completed by Friday.    

 

It was the consensus of the commission to allow the use of the Lake Mohegan Open 

Space for filming on April 9, 2021. 

 

 

C. Request of Ramsey W. Goodrich to apply aquatic herbicide to a pond within a 

Conservation Easement at 405 North Cedar Road. 

 

Mr. Jones stated that this property contains a man-made pond that does not get much 

flushing.  By mid-summer, a thick mat of rotting vegetation is usually present on the 

pond.  They would like to control this with an herbicide application, which is regulated 

by the state; local agencies are asked for permission when there is a restriction such as a 

Conservation Easement on the property.  Mr. Jones noted that the homeowners are also 

asking to install circulating pump.  He noted that the pump is not considered a permanent 

structure and that they are common around town and are difficult to regulate.  He also 

noted that the homeowner anticipates submitting an Inland Wetlands Permit Application 

in the future for a full habitat restoration.   
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Ms. Bowen inquired as to the type of herbicide that is to be used.  Mr. Jones noted that 

this information is in the CT DEEP application, which was not included in the 

Commissioner’s packets.   

 

Mr. Jones stated that the state will require a letter from the Commission or the 

Department concurring with herbicide application. 

 

Gerry Alessi moved, and Lukas Thomas seconded to approve the application of an 

aquatic herbicide and the installation of a circulating pump to a pond within a 

Conservation Easement at 405 North Cedar Road.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

 

II. OTHER -  

 

 III.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Lukas Thomas moved and Gerry Alessi seconded to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:55 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 

The audio recording can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DqwBXP6_Nk 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DqwBXP6_Nk

