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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 17, 2021 

 

The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on Wednesday, February 

17, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Webex. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jennifer Hauhuth, Chairman, Charlie Rowan, Secretary; Nelson North; 

Dabney Bowen; Gerry Alessi; Lukas Thomas 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Richard D’Amico 

 

ALTERNATES:  

 

ALSO PRESENT: Annette Jacobson, Conservation Administrator; Ed Jones, Open Space 

Manager; James Haselkamp 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Hauhuth called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: None 

 

I. CONSERVATION 

 

A. Bills and Communications 

 

1. Approval of Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes of January 20, 2021:  

Gerry Alessi moved and Dabney Bowen seconded to approve the meeting minutes of 

January 20 2021. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Approval of Secretary’s Bill for CC Meeting January 20, 2021:  Dabney Bowen 

moved and Lukas Thomas seconded to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill of 

January 20, 2021.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Resignation of Brian McCann, Alternate – Informational.  Ms. Hauhuth noted that 

there are currently no alternate members and that she will be speaking to the First 

Selectwomen’s office about this.  Ms. Hauhuth welcomed Gerry Alessi to his first 

meeting. 

 

4. Resignation of Brian Carey, Conservation Director 

Search Committee for Hiring New Conservation Director  

 

Ms. Hauhuth noted that Mr. Carey resigned last week.  She stated that the Town 

Charter requires the Chairman of the Commission to form a special committee tasked 
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to hire a new Conservation Director, along with the First Selectwoman’s approval.  

She noted that there are different ways that this can be done.  The last time the 

Commission went through this process, the search committee was responsible for all 

of the interviewing and hiring process.  The Town administration has suggested 

hiring a search firm to specialize in government recruitment that would work with the 

search committee to hire a new Director. 

 

James Haselkamp, director of Human Resources, spoke to the Commission and gave 

a brief overview of the recruitment process, noting that the search firm would be 

hired to help with the recruitment and initial interview process to narrow down the 

possible candidates.  The recruitment firm would provide the search committee with a 

list of screened candidates, along with the candidate profiles.  The committee would 

then be able to review the candidates and conduct further interviews.  The search firm 

would be able to assist with screening and negotiations as well.   

 

Mr. Haselkamp noted that he anticipates that it may take 12-14 weeks for the firm to 

recruit and screen potential candidates.  The job opening is currently posted on the 

Town website, linked directly to governmentjobs.com.  This link can also be sent to 

other organizations, such as the Connecticut Association of Conservation and Inland 

Wetland Commissions.       

 

The Commission discussed who would be on the search committee.  Ms. Hauhuth 

noted that it could include people who are not commission members, noting that she 

would be a part of it, as well First Selectwoman Kupchick (or her representative).  

Ms. Hauhuth stated that she would like to ask Kevin Gumpper to be on the 

committee, as he has been through this process before.  Ms. Bowen volunteered to be 

on the search committee.   

 

The Commission then discussed hiring a search firm.  There was some concern over a 

nationwide search, and the Commission noted that candidates with both coastal and 

inland wetland experience would be preferable.  Mr. Haselkamp stated that this can 

be part of the initial discussions with the recruiting firm and that he expects most of 

the recruitment efforts would be in Connecticut and New York.     

 

It was the consensus of the Commission that the Chairwoman form a search 

committee for a Conservation Director, comprised of: Jennifer Hauhuth, Dabney 

Bowen, Kevin Gumpper, and First Selectwoman Kupchick (or her representative).   It 

was the consensus of the Commission to direct the search committee to work with the 

recruitment firm for purpose of hiring a new Conservation Director for the Town of 

Fairfield. 

 

Mr. Haselkamp indicated that he will reach out to the recruitment firm and will then 

reach out to the Chairwoman with more details. 
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II. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. Election Of 2021 Officer – Vice-Chairman  

 

Ms. Hauhuth nominated Lukas Thomas for vice-chair.  Mr. Thomas accepted the 

nomination.   

 

Dabney Bowen moved and Gerry Alessi seconded to approve Lukas Thomas as the 

new Vice-Chair of the Conservation Commission.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

 

B. Conservation Commission 2021-22 Budget Request –  Ms. Jacobson noted that the 

budget is to be presented to the Board of Selectmen March 1 and March 2, but that 

she does not have specific information as to when the department budget will be 

presented.  She will give the Commission more information when she receives the 

schedule.   

 

C. Deep Notice Of Tentative Determination To Approve An Application For 

Consumptive Diversion Of Water Permit And Notice Of Informational Hearing 

– Ms. Jacobson reported that staff has submitted the petition for a public hearing and 

that a status conference for organizational purposes is scheduled for next week.  She 

stated that in order to be considered a party at the requested public hearing, she would 

need to file a petition for intervention.  If recognized as an intervenor, Ms. Jacobson 

noted that she would be able to participate in the public hearing.  Ms. Jacobson noted 

that the petition for intervention can be filed by an attorney or notary public.  Ms. 

Hauhuth stated that she felt the intervention should be filed by a legal representative 

of the Town.   

 

Lukas Thomas moved, and Nelson North seconded to instruct the Town Attorney to 

file a motion to intervene on the Notice of Tentative Determination to Approve an 

Application for Consumptive Diversion of Water Permit. Motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

D. Lake Mohegan Master Plan Update – Mr. Jones reported that the Lake Mohegan 

Master Plan Update had been put on hold on account of the Covid-19 pandemic.  He 

recently spoke with Bryan Quinn of OneNature and discussed a survey that would be 

set up for people to take while at Lake Mohegan in the spring or summer, and would 

be available online as well.  The survey results will be incorporated into the master 

plan update, which will be brought to the Commission for acceptance.  Mr. Jones 

noted that he will send the list of survey questions to Commission prior to the survey.   

 

E. 760 Oldfield Road – CT DEEP Open Space Grant – Mr. Jones noted that he spoke 

with the Huntington Company and anticipates that he should have the survey in 2-3 

weeks.  Once they have the survey, they will be able to be reimbursed from the state.   
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Once the grant has been received, they can begin discussing the installation of the 

bird blinds.   

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Request of Southwest Conservation District for Funding – Ms. Jacobson stated that 

they have received a request for a $1500 donation from the Southwest Conservation 

District, noting that they have funded this request, as other municipalities have, in the 

past.  This organization provides a service to the public.   The Commission inquired if 

there was money in the budget for this type of donation.  Ms. Jacobson noted that it could 

be funded from the H. Smith Richardson Fund.  Mr. Jones noted that expenditures from 

the H. Smith Richardson Fund needs approval from other Town bodies and suggested 

taking the money out of the department budget, stating that this organization provides a 

service, that they have helped in the past when asked, and that they rely heavily on these 

donations for a large part of their operating budget.  Ms. Hauhuth read a letter from Jon 

Dilley, president of Mill River Wetlands Committee in support of this funding.  Ms. 

Bowen gave a brief background on the Mill River Wetlands Committee.    

 

It was the consensus of the Commission to fund the $1500 request from the Southwest 

Conservation District. 

 

IV.  INFORMATIONAL 

 

A. CONSERVATION CREW WORK SUMMARY – Mr. Jones reported that the crew 

has been busy with snow removal, as well as doing maintenance on equipment and 

making new open space entrance signs.   

 

V. OTHER – 

 

A. Ms. Jacobson noted that there was a land use meeting tonight that Commission members 

were unable to attend due to the Conservation Commission meeting.  That meeting is 

being recorded and can be forwarded to the Commission.  There is also a seminar on 

March 3, 2021 about Freedom of Information Act and Roberts Rules.  This is the same 

night as the Inland Wetlands Agency meeting, but is to be recorded and can be sent to the 

Commission members.  Ms. Hauhuth encouraged the commissioners to look at those 

seminars, as they will be beneficial for their meetings.  Ms. Hauhuth also noted that there 

are Inland Wetlands Commission materials available on the DEEP website.   

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Lukas Thomas moved and Gerry Alessi seconded to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:04 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.   
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 

The audio recording can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_poG6VaMc-s 


