
 

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION, AND APPROVAL BY 

THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

-1- 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 20, 2021 

 

The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on Wednesday, January 

20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via teleconference. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman, Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice-Chair; Charlie 

Rowan, Secretary; Elizabeth Jones; Nelson North 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Richard D’Amico 

 

ALTERNATES: Dabney Bowen; Brian McCann  

 

ALSO PRESENT: Annette Jacobson, Conservation Administrator; Ed Jones, Open Space 

Manager 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper appointed 

Dabney Bowen and Brian McCann to sit as full members.  The Chairman noted that alternates 

appointed to sit as full members cannot vote for officers.  

 

I. CONSERVATION 

 

A. Bills and Communications 

 

1. Approval of Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes of December 16, 2020:  

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the minutes of December 

16, 2020.  

 

2.   Approval of Secretary’s Bill for CC Meeting December 16, 2020:   

There was unanimous consent from the Agency to approve the Recording Secretary’s 

bill of December 16, 2020.  

 

II. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. Election Of 2021 Officers – Ms. Jones nominated Jennifer Hauhuth for chairman 

and Nelson North for vice-chair.  Mr. North declined the nomination, noting that he 

cannot commit to an officer position due to previous commitments.  No further 

nominations were made.   
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It was the consensus of the Commission that the election of a vice-chair should wait 

until the vacancies on the Commission are filled. 

 

There was unanimous consent from the Commission to approve Jennifer Hauhuth as 

the new Chairman of the Conservation Commission.     

 

 

B. Ash Creek Pedestrian Trail And Bridge – Ms. Jacobson noted that there is no 

update for this item.   

 

C. Conservation Commission 2021-22 Budget Request – Ms. Jacobson reported that 

she met yesterday with First Selectwoman’s office & Chief Finance Officer to discuss 

the budget.  She noted that there was no negative feedback regarding the proposed 

budget.   

 

D. DEEP Notice Of Tentative Determination To Approve An Application For 

Consumptive Diversion Of Water Permit And Notice Of Informational Hearing 

– Ms. Jacobson recommended that the Commission could direct Conservation 

Department staff to file a petition for a public hearing and negotiate with Aquarion to 

get an agreement similar to the last diversion or to negotiate to preserve the water 

quality the best that they can.  She noted that there is support from the Harbor 

Management Commission, Mill River Wetlands Committee, and Fairplan.  She noted 

that the Mill River is an impaired waterway and that Fairfield is responsible for 

keeping up the water quality standards.  25 signatures are needed to request a public 

hearing.  If they are able to negotiate with Aquarion, the request for a public hearing 

can be withdrawn.   

 

Ms. Jacobson noted that the First Selectman’s office seemed concerned about 

requesting equivalent releases from Aquarion.  Ms. Jacobson also noted that there 

may be other organizations seeking a public hearing as well.   

 

Elizabeth Jones moved and Nelson North seconded to authorize the Conservation 

Department staff to file a petition for a public hearing and to authorize Annette 

Jacobson specifically and the Conservation Department in general, to negotiate an 

appropriate arrangement with Aquarion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Memorial Bench Requests: Request of Alex Gladstein for placement of memorial 

bench in Pine Creek Open Space Area and Request of Costawong Family for 

placement of memorial bench at Lake Mohegan Open Space Trail. 

 

Mr. Jones noted that they have recently received some requests for memorial benches.  In 

the past, the Conservation Commission has not been involved in memorial benches due to 

the maintenance required.  He noted that in recent years, some benches have been 
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installed south of the parkway which are mostly used by seniors.  He noted that the bench 

that is requested in the Pine Creek Open Space may be a good location for a bench, but 

the Commission would need to decide if it should be a memorial bench.  Benches at Lake 

Mohegan would be better suited to be placed at the beach area and not in the open space.   

 

After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Commission to not allow memorial 

plaques or engravings on benches in Open Space areas, as the benches detract from the 

natural open space, create gathering places, and require maintenance.  A bench may be 

placed at the peninsula at the Pine Creek Open Space in the future, but it would not be a 

memorial bench.  It was the consensus to respectfully decline the memorial bench offers.   

 

 

IV.  INFORMATIONAL 

 

A. CONSERVATION CREW WORK SUMMARY – Mr. Jones noted that the crew 

has been doing some tree work and sign replacements at the entrance to open spaces.   

 

V. OTHER – 

 

A. Ms. Jacobson noted that the Harbor Management Commission is working on updating the 

Harbor Management plan and welcomes any comments from the Commission.  The new 

plan is available on the Town website. 

 

B. Ms. Jacobson stated that she has learned that the Acting Director of Public Works has 

been doing some conservation work.  Ms. Jacobson noted that she does not know what 

conservation work he is doing, but wanted the Commission to aware of it.  She noted that 

it is her understanding that under the Town Charter, the Commission appoints the 

Conservation Director, and there should not be other departments doing conservation 

work unless it was cooperatively agreed between departments.  Mr. Jones noted that he 

has been directed to report to John Marsilio, the Acting Director of Public Works, on a 

day-to-day basis for the time being, but that it has not been an issue, as they have always 

worked cooperatively with that department.  Ms. Jacobson noted that the Conservation 

Commission should be informed if there are proposed changes to the department’s duties 

and that the Commission may want to contact the First Selectwoman’s office to 

investigate or clarify any changes.     

 

C. The Commission acknowledged that this is Mr. Gumpper’s last meeting and thanked him 

for his years on the Commission.  Mr. Gumpper stated that he has thoroughly enjoyed his 

10 years on the Commission and wishes them the best of luck.      

 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, there was there was unanimous consent to adjourn the meeting 

at 7:40 p.m.   
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 

The audio recording can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsew3KZppso 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsew3KZppso

