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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 15, 2019 

 

The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on Wednesday, May 15, 

2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Board of Education Conference Room, 501 Kings Highway 

East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Jennifer Hauhuth, Vice-Chair; Catherine 

O’Donnell, Secretary; Elizabeth Jones 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Felicia Watson; Charlie Rowan; Richard D’Amico 

 

ALTERNATES: Brian McCann; Nelson North; Milan Bull 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation 

Administrator; Ed Jones, Open Space Manager; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Kevin Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper appointed 

Nelson North, Brian McCann, and Milan Bull to sit as full members.   

 

I. CONSERVATION 

 

A. Bills and Communications 

 

1. H. Smith Richardson Conservation Fund – The commission acknowledged the 

status of the fund.   

 

2. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of April 10, 

2019:  Jennifer Hauhuth moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded to approve the 

Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of April 10, 2019. Motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

3. Approval of Secretary’s Bill for April 10, 2019:  Elizabeth Jones moved and Nelson 

North seconded to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill of April 10, 2019. Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

II. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. 2019-20 FY Conservation Budget Request – Mr. Carey noted that the budget has 

passed, which includes an additional laborer position for the Conservation Crew 
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beginning July 1.  This is the replacement of a position that was eliminated 2 budget 

cycles ago.   

 

B. Hoyden’s Hill Pollinator Meadow Restoration Project – Mr. Carey reported that this 

project is moving forward.  All Habitat Services LLC will be doing the work. A ribbon 

cutting ceremony is planned for June 6
th

.  Mr. Carey will send out an email to the 

commission regarding this ceremony.  He anticipates mowing and preparation for seeding 

to begin within the next few weeks. Mr. Carey noted that it should take 2-3 years for the 

meadow to be established.  He would like to document the process through video so that 

it can be used as a teaching tool.   

 

C. 760 Oldfield Road – CT DEEP Open Space Grant – Mr. Carey reported that they 

closed on this property last week.  Mr. Carey noted that as a future project, he would like 

to seek a grant to establish a bird blind on the property for people look over the marsh 

and observe the birds.    

 

D. Riverside Drive Tide Gate and Bulkhead Replacement Project – Mr. Carey reported 

that as part of a community development block grant disaster recovery funds, they will be 

replacing the bridge over Riverside Drive.  Originally, they had looked at just replacing 

the culverts, tide gates, and bulkhead, but after analysis, decided it would be best to 

replace the whole thing as a single unit.  The design should be completed by late June, 

and will then go to CT DEEP and Army Corps of Engineers for permitting.  He will bring 

the design to the Conservation Commission, but it does not need an Inland Wetlands 

Permit as it is tidal wetlands. This project will also need to go before the Board of 

Selectmen, Board of Finance and RTM for capital project approval and financing.  

 

E. Lake Mohegan Master Plan Update – Mr. Carey introduced Brian Quinn, a landscape 

architect and restoration ecologist from OneNature to the Commission.  Mr. Quinn gave a 

brief slide presentation, noting the history and natural characteristics of the open space 

area.  He noted that he has done three walk-throughs and a light botanic overview of 

Lake Mohegan so far.  The presentation discussed the north parking area and river outlet, 

the upland area, and the riparian areas.  Mr. Quinn noted that the next steps for the update 

of the management plan would include community outreach, documentation of the 

existing conditions, concept design and development, and recommendations for capital 

projects and stewardship strategies.   

 

The Commission asked several questions, focused on how the community outreach 

aspect works and the timeframe of the update to the maintenance plan.  It was noted that 

the plan should take 90 days to put together and that there will be opportunity for public 

comment after that.   

 

F. EPA 319 Grant – Mill River Watershed Management Plan – Mr. Carey reported that 

plan is up on the website and is available for public comment until June 13.  

 

III. NEW BUSINESS - none 

 



Fairfield Conservation Commission May 15, 2019 

-3- 

IV. INFORMATIONAL 

 

A. Conservation Crew Work Summary – Mr. Jones reported that the Conservation Crew 

has been working on replacing fencing at Lake Mohegan, as well as fencing off rogue 

trails.  

 

V. OTHER  

 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made at 8:23 p.m. by Elizabeth Jones, 

and seconded by Jennifer Hauhuth.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 


